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Port Residents 
Should Turn Off 
and Tune In 

Continued on page 2

The Amalgamation of Port Dalhousie
In 1960 a Battle Erupted Among the Town’s Citizens About Joining St. Catharines. 

“Myles Leeson 
(chairman of the 

“Merritton Citizens 
Committee” and 

future St. Catharines 
City Councillor) urged 
the residents of Port to 
reject amalgamation: 
“Port Dalhousie has 
everything it needs 
and would only lose 
by amalgamation.””

Throughout human history there have always 
been words and subjects which ought not 

to be mentioned in polite society. And for the 
residents of Grantham, Port Dalhousie and 
Merritton, the taboo subject in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s was annexation vs. amalgamation.

The first time this issue was broached came 
in January 1954 when Mayor R.M. Johnston 
proposed that talks be entered into with 
Grantham for the “orderly annexation” of a large 
tract of township land. The area in question was 
bounded by Lake Ontario, Lake Street, the QEW 
and the east limit of Louth Township, and would 

have been added to the Town of Port Dalhousie. 
The rationale behind the proposal was that Port 
was “supplying some services in this area and is 
equipped and prepared to supply all services that 
may be required within that area, such as sewers, 
fire and police protection, improved roads and 
above all, a good water supply.” Due to increased 
population growth in the area at that time, Mayor 
Johnston also suggested that Port, Grantham, 
Louth, Merritton and St. Catharines join together 
to form an “area planning board” for the better 
regulation and maintenance of infrastructure and 
other services. In August of 1955, a preliminary 
50-page study on annexation commissioned 
by the burgeoning City of St. Catharines was 
presented to council by the Citizens Research 

Continued on page 2

Port Dalhousie Secedes 
From St. Catharines

The citizens of Port Dalhousie have always been protective 
of their town’s cultural identity and independence. 

This independence might have sprung from the many 
years of derision the community had to endure because 
of its history as a rowdy and rough-hewn port of entry 
for the Welland Canal back in the early days. The stigma 
hung on like tenacious barnacles attached to a wooden 
sailing ship. But the fortunes and reputation of the town 
gradually changed over the years. There was a blossoming 
of energy spearheaded by the Lakeside Amusement Park 
and the ongoing cross-lake ferries that brought thousands 
of visitors to the town from the Toronto area. Word spread 
and it became a favourite venue for company picnics and 
events from both sides of the border. A steady stream of 
visitors on the NS&T railroad allowed Port businesses to 
flourish.  The future looked bright. 

But then a series of unfortunate events ensured the 
slow decline of the town. It began when the Welland 
Canal moved east to Port Weller in 1932. Then the cross-
lake passenger ferries ended their service in 1958, and in 
1959 the Niagara, St. Catharines & Toronto Railway stopped 
operating. The number of Lakeside Park visitors declined 
dramatically and with the amalgamation of St Catharines 

Port Dalhousie Secession Day - August 16th, 1975

Continued on page 2

The BWC Elves have been busy 
decorating Port for the holiday 
season…..Thank you to all 
who helped and to 
everyone that donated 
greenery and 
decorations. 

We hope you agree that Port is looking pretty 
good again this year! 
- Your Beautification and Works Committee

As we approach the beginning of the 
holiday season the citizens of Port 

Dalhousie Ward have lots to be thankful 
for. We should be grateful every day for 
the positive aspects that come with living 
in our community. 

Unfortunately some of it is obscured 
by the turmoil of chaotic events that 
seem to bombard us daily through the 
various news outlets, social media and 
websites. Our cell phones are constant 
cyber companions alerting us to these 
events on a minute by minute basis. 
Social chaos, political crises, unrestrained 
bi-partisanship, wars and catastrophes, 
corporate malfeasance, climate change, 
technological overreach, rampant 
consumerism... all these worrisome issues 
and more rob each of us of the ability to 
attain a peace of mind  and awareness of 
the good things we share in common.    

It’s easier said than done, but with 
a bit of resolve and the willingness to 
forego some of our conveniences and 
luxuries, the world becomes a brighter, 
more peaceful and welcoming place. So 
turn off your cellphones, computers, flat 
screen tvs, park the car and put away your 
debit card. Unclutter your mind of worries 
and concerns. Tune into the world outside 
your doorstep, go for a walk through the 
streets of the old town, visit friends and 
family, read a novel, paint a picture, do 
what ever allows you some comfort and 
joy. And by all means laugh as much as 
possible. ‘Tis the season to be jolly after 
all, and we all deserve a full measure of 
happiness and contentment. 

We are pleased 
to present this Winter 
issue of The Reporter 
and hope you enjoy 
the articles we have 

Ed. note: Annexation is the legal process by which a city or other 
municipality acquires land as its jurisdictional territory. Amalgamation 
is the consensual joining of two or more municipal entities.
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compiled. We try to provide balanced 
editorial content in each issue, ranging 
from our regular features such as The 
Restaurant Review, Tell Us Your Story,  
the opinion column From Where I Sit, 
and the BWC report, to historical articles 
and other features we hope reflect the 
interests of Port’s citizens. 

So on behalf of the Port 
Dalhousie Conservancy and the staff 
of incredible volunteers that put 
The Port Reporter together, we wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. Cheers!

in 1961, businesses and 
essential services such as 
the  post office, drug store, 
grocery stores, gas station, 
hardware store, taxi, etc. 
fled the town, moving to 
centralized locations and 
the new suburban malls. 
Finally, in 1970 the Lakeside 
Park Amusement Park 
itself closed for good and 
the once prosperous and 
bustling village essentially 
became a ghost town with 
boarded up storefronts 
and a somewhat gloomy 
character. Although most 
residents at that time still 
loved it, no matter what the 
circumstances.

Then in 1975, among 
the blustery, besotted 
patrons at the Lion Hotel 
on Lock Street (today 
the Lock Street Brewing 
Co), the winds of change 
were rising. Over tables of 
draught beer, some of the 

more incendiary regulars were raging against the sad state of affairs the town had 
slipped into. They felt the town had been abandoned by the powers that be, left to 
fall into disrepair and disrepute. Fuelled by the aforementioned beverages, a plot 
was hatched to wrest back the town from the clutches of the insidious overlord, 
the City of St. Catharines, and further, from the very nation of Canada itself! These 
explosive declarations travelled like wildfire throughout the population (ok, at least the 
population of the Lion Hotel) and a citizens’ uprising took shape. Led by homegrown 

Tune In Continued from front page 

Institute of Canada. Known as the 
“Hardy Report,” the study pointed out 
that amalgamation was only possible 
if an entire municipality joined with 
another whole municipality. The study 
therefore recommended that the City 
should annex rather than amalgamate 
“the entire municipality of Port 
Dalhousie and a defined portion of 
Grantham Township.” The annexation 
would provide the city with “ample 
room for urban residential expansion 
for a good many years to come.” 

Under this plan, Merritton would have 
retained its autonomy while annexing 
those parts of Grantham along Hartzel 
Road between Ashland Ave. northward 
to the creek and ravine just south of 
Queenston Street. Jurisdiction over 
that part of Grantham located east 
of the Welland Ship Canal, except 
for an industrial corridor, would be 
transferred to Niagara Township. Louth 
was to remain a “rural area” right up to 
the Grantham Township boundary. The 
report had sounded the death knell 
for Grantham as a municipality. (Today 
Grantham…tomorrow the world?)

In 1956 Port considered voting 
on annexation but this was turned 
down because its citizens “weren’t 
sufficiently well-informed on the 
issue.” In late October 1959, the 
subject of amalgamation was discussed 
once again at a special meeting of 
the town council. Mayor Johnston, 
Reeve Trevor Morgan and Councillor 
Winterbottom were generally in 
favour of amalgamation. Port was 
described as a “dormitory area” for its 
inhabitants who worked in other areas. 
It was pointed out that the growing 
population would put an increased 
strain on the town’s financial resources 
for services such as education and 

Port Dalhousie Secession Day

Continued on page 5 Continued on next page 
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revolutionaries Rick Southon, Greg Playford, Charlie Summers, 
Sam Robinson, Jim Taggart and a rowdy bunch of supporters, they 
decided to secede from the city and nation, and what better way 
to proclaim their intention than to throw a big community party! 
This was a radical idea, but they plunged ahead with determination.

Dave Robinson remembers it well: “Secession Day was 
based on a declaration of Independence from St. Catharines 
and Canada. The idea was hatched by Rick Southon and a 
few others and may have had its beginnings in one of Dennis 
(Twister) Tourbin’s Port Dalhousie Stories about getting run 
out of a Niagara Falls NY bar after a night of carousing and 
drinking, ending in a bunch of American kids saying things like 
‘Get out of here and go back to Canada where you belong, 

damn Canadians!” and Twister’s now famous response, “Hey, 
we’re not from Canada… we’re from Port Dalhousie!” 

With the defiant and inspiring words of Tourbin’s 
Manifesto ringing in their ears, the Supreme Council of the 
Revolution declared August 16th, 1975 a National Holiday, 
one that included the public proclamation of Port Dalhousie 
Independence by the President of the new Republic, the 
Hon. R.M. Johnston, MPP, and a brand spanking new national 
anthem written by Charlie Summers. The Hon. Joe Reid, 
the Mayor of St Catharines was captured and thrown into 
the stocks and there was even an unsuccessful attempt to 
establish a border, blocking the bridges into town. 

Secession Day events included a pancake breakfast, a 
special presentation by The Port Dalhousie Marines - the 
Republic’s pseudo-military arm - and a costume parade 
and contest for both children and adults.  Dennis Tourbin 
read from his book “The Port Dalhousie Stories” at the Port 

Hotel. Activities for the kids were organized by the Port 
Library included running races and bingo, a Flea Market was 
sponsored by Star of the Sea Church, a concession stand 
was run by St. Ann’s Church, a tug-of-war, baseball game, 
art and craft displays, and a souvenir stand rounded out the 
attractions. There were music performances by the Lock & 
Main Band throughout the afternoon, and dancing under the 
stars with The Ron Simpson Orchestra in the evening finished 
the day in style. 

Unfortunately all the celebrations were for naught - and 
although everyone had a spectacular time - to this day Port 
is still ruled by the iron hand of the municipal government.  

Port Dalhousie’s National Anthem

(sung to the tune the 
Battle Hymn of the Republic)

When old Bill Merritt dug the ditch,
So boats could come and go
From the the Lake that they call Erie
Down to Lake Ontario
He began in Port Dalhousie 
’Twas the only place to go
Up the creek to Buffalo!

Chorus:
Glory, glory Port Dalhousie
Glory, glory Port Dalhousie
Glory, glory Port Dalhousie
While Port goes marching on!

We have twenty- seven taverns
But a church on every turn
We had carousels and trolleys
We had steamers here to burn.
You could walk across the harbour 
On the ships that wait their turn
Through the locks to Buffalo!

Chorus: Glory, glory Port Dalhousie …

If you were born in Port Dalhousie
This is your red-letter day
If you live in Port Dalhousie
This is where you want to stay
If you visit Port Dalhousie
You’ll be back another day
From St Kitts to Buffalo!

Chorus: Glory, glory Port Dalhousie …

by Charlie Summers  Circa. 1975

Sporting one of 
the 600 double 

blue republic 
T-shirts which Port 

citizens snapped 
up after formation 

of their day-long 
autonomous state, 

the four-year old 
daughter of Port 

Dalhousie Quorum 
Chairman Jim 

Taggart appears 
to be singing the 

Republic’s new 
national anthem. 

in 1975 Sam Robinson 
defiantly sports the 
PDLA (Port Dalhousie 
Liberation Army) tshirt 
while attending a 
revolutionary meeting 
in the political hotbed 
of  the infamous Lion 
Hotel,  a favourite 
meeting place 
of secessionist 
radicals.

- Peter Wing

Port Dalhousie Secession Day
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 Bruce’s Briefs

Autumn 2019 has been action-packed. 

Port Dalhousie Piers

It was exactly two years ago that 
Councillor Carlos Garcia and I put 
forward a motion to expedite the 
restoration of the Port Dalhousie piers. 
We are grateful the federal government 
saw the value in investing in these 
amenities which have been so central 
to public life, transportation, recreation 
and commerce in the community for 
many generations. Work has continued 
apace after challenges with record high 
Lake Ontario water levels through the 
spring and summer. We continue to be 
very concerned about these high levels 
which seem to be a recurrent problem.

Report from Councillor
Bruce Williamson
Port Dalhousie Ward

Federal General Election

Congratulations to Chris Bittle upon his 
reelection as the St. Catharines Riding 
M.P. in the October 21, 2019 federal 
election. We look forward to continuing 
to maintain regular communication to 
cooperatively advance issues which 
impact the people of St. Catharines, as 
we do regarding provincial issues with 
our M.P.P. Jennie Stevens.

The Future of the Municipal System 
of Government

Steve Clark, the provincial Minister of 
Municipal Affairs, announced there 
will be no forced amalgamations or 
reorganization of the regions under 
review across the province, and that of 

course, includes Niagara. This affords us 
a greater sense of stability in allowing 
the municipal government to focus on 
essential local priorities.    

Traffic Congestion and Highway 
Access Reopening

At the time of writing in mid-November, 
the reopening of local on- and off-
ramps to the QEW and 406 highways 
were underway. We can only hope 
a similar inconvenience will not be 
experienced again for some time and, 
on arterial roads, the burden of higher 
traffic volume will ease. Councillor 
Garcia previously put forward a motion 
asking local and provincial officials to 
work in a more coordinated fashion 
when planning road and highway ramp 
closures. Public consultation in regard to 
Regional Road 87 reconstruction (Main 
Street, Lock Street and Lakeport Road) 
between Verdun Avenue and Regional 
Road 42 (Ontario Street) for the Niagara 
Region’s Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Class EA) is also underway. 
Please offer your thoughts about this 
matter by following and responding to 
the public notifications, communicating 
to a Regional Councillor or attending 
a public meeting. Careful timing and 
getting the work done at once needs to 
be emphasized. 

Reduced Speed Pilot Project

Importantly, my fellow Councillor 
Carlos Garcia spearheaded efforts for a 
trial vehicular speed reduction project 
in Port Dalhousie. City Council has 
designated the residential area bounded 
by Courtleigh Road, Lake Ontario, Main 
Street and Lock Street and the residential 
area bounded by Martindale Road, Main 
Street, Martindale Pond and Lock Street 
to have a 40 km/h posted speed limit 
with “gateway” signage as part of the 
Speed Zoning Pilot Project.

Bill Burgoyne Memorial Arena

In an ongoing series of investments, 
another action to improve the community-
built arena has been completed. This 
latest one involved the replacement of 
the refrigeration plant over the summer 
months at a cost of around $1 million. 
Further investigations are taking place 
to assess structural conditions to which, 
on numerous occasions, I have requested 
attention . As the single artificial ice 
surface in the north-end I am pleased to 
see that an improved allocation of public 
skating time has been scheduled, at least 
as compared to recent years.
Please visit www.stcatharines.ca/en/
playin/public-skating-new.asp 
to check for availability.

Continued on page 7
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infrastructure and would eventually 
become an “astronomical” burden 
for the town. 

In mid-January 1960, a panel of 
consultants from Toronto appeared 
before Port town council to answer 
questions about the benefits of 
amalgamation. One consultant 
concluded “it will mean no particular 
change other than slight uplifting of 
the standard of services included 
in amalgamation.” City council was 
accused of “dragging its feet” on 
the issue by not attending some 
of the preliminary talks, as well as 
raising discord over the selection of 
the mayor for the new municipality. 
A sparsely attended but “spirited” 
special meeting of town council was 
held at the Port Lions hall in February 
1960, where it was decided that a 
plebiscite should be held on the issue. 
Unfortunately, the Port plebiscite was 
scheduled for March 
28th, three weeks after 
the start of the OMB 
hearing! Therefore, in 
order to respect the 
outcome of the vote, 
the OMB hearing was 
temporarily adjourned 
until April 26th.    

By late February 
1960 a group named the 
“Port Dalhousie Citizens 
Committee” had been 
established, headed up by chairman 
John Freeman. The group invited 
like-minded, anti-amalgamation 
guest speakers to attend their 
inaugural meeting, but bad winter 
weather prevented attendance 
by the Merritton delegation. The 
committee immediately instituted 
a publicity campaign by distributing 
its “anti-amalgamation” pamphlets 
in Port. Another meeting was held in 
late February, where Myles Leeson 
(chairman of the “Merritton Citizens 
Committee” and future St. Catharines 
City councillor) urged the residents 
of Port to reject amalgamation: “Port 
Dalhousie has everything it needs and 
would only lose by amalgamation.” 
Leeson noted that the amalgamation 
bid was strongly supported by the 
St. Catharines District Chamber of 

The outcome 
of the 

vote showed 
that the majority 
of Port residents 

were against 
amalgamation 

(503-382.)

Amalgamation of Port Dalhousie Continued from page

- Brian Narhi

Commerce which feared that construction 
of shopping centres outside of the city 
limits would mean that “roads no longer 
all lead to downtown.” Amalgamation 
would further result in a loss of identity 
and that Port would “just become one of 
the vast mob.”   

Only 51% of eligible voters cast 
their ballots during the plebiscite. The 
outcome of the vote showed that the 
majority of Port residents were against 
amalgamation (503-382.) A minor 
disturbance occurred at the polls when 
CHCH TV11 from Hamilton was barred 
from setting up a camera to record part of 
the day’s events. Despite the opposition, 
Port council backed the amalgamation bid 
and passed its required by-law a few days 
later (5-4 vote.)  When the OMB hearings 
resumed in late April, Mayor Johnston 
defended council’s position when he 
explained that the plebiscite “was taken 
not for the town council’s guidance, but 

to enable the citizens to 
express an opinion on 
the amalgamation issue.” 
At the hearing Mayor 
Johnston was heavily 
cross-examined by Lincoln 
County solicitor Herman 
Rogers, and City Alderman 
Joe Reid suggested that 
amalgamation would 
materially benefit the 
entire area including Port. 

The “anti” movement 
was not about to take things sitting 
down and redoubled its efforts to battle 
amalgamation. A petition was circulated 
in Port to no avail, and vandals damaged 
“welcome” signs with red paint which 
had to be removed. Mayor Johnston was 
accused of lacking the courage to stand up 
for the rights of the town, and in October 
1960 someone symbolically poured a 
can of yellow paint over Johnston’s car. 
Dummy figures representing members 
of the OMB were hosed down in effigy 
by the volunteer fire department and 
demonstrators outside the Merritton 
Town Hall. 

Despite the efforts of those in Port, 
Grantham and Merritton who opposed the 
four-way amalgamation, it was ultimately 
approved by the OMB and took effect on 
January 1, 1961. It just goes to show: You 
can’t fight city hall!             
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A recent KPMG study 
released by the Region 

indicates that 
incentive programs 

have had no 
discernible effect 

on motivating new 
development in 

Niagara compared 
to other 

municipalities. 

From All Of Us At The Port Dalhousie Conservancy

From Where 
I Sit ... 

Hank
Beekhuis

I fully support the premise that the 
property taxpayer should not be 

asked to pay almost 6.8 million dollars 
(both Municipal and Regional Matching) 
in CIP (Community Improvement 
Program) tax rebates to financially 
support a luxury condo development in 
Port Dalhousie. I am also fully in favour 
of the Lincoln Fabrics development 
given that it was approved by Council 
after an open public process. However, 
I am not feeling great about how we 
got into this situation. 

I do not blame developers for 
asking for CIP funds given the history of 

It’s Not Our Finest Hour 

what has happened in St. Catharines. 
We have all taken advantage of 
government rebate programs at one 
time or other.  The NIP (Neighbourhood 
Improvement Program) back in the 
1970s, for example, was instrumental 
in rebuilding Port Dalhousie and many 
of us took advantage of rebates to 
insulate and upgrade 
our homes. These 
programs should not 
however become public 
welfare by another 
name.

The Chamber of 
Commerce has argued 
that “to have confidence 
in a community, business 
must be assured that 
they can rely on rules 
and laws that have been 
laid down.” I only wish 
that the Chamber would 
take the same view of 
our Secondary Plan’s 
established rules when 
they are eviscerated to  
enable development. 
I believe The public 
deserves the same confidence in the 
laws that protect our community. 
People on both sides of the issue have 
legitimate concerns about how the CIP 
program has been applied. 

A Brief History of the CIP: 
• In 2014 Council decided to 

expand what was then a much more 
narrowly-focused CIP program to city-
wide, including Port Dalhousie without 
considering the impact and possible 
ways it could be used or abused, a 
missed opportunity.   

• Between 2014-
2019, the housing 
market exploded in St. 
Catharines and land 
prices escalated to the 
point that people are 
now buying homes 
in Port Dalhousie for 
500,000 dollars just to 
tear them down. No 
review of CIP occurred 
but probably should 
have. It began to be 
seen by some as merely 
a way to raise future 
revenue for the City. 

• In March of 2019 
there was a great deal of 
unease and even shock 
expressed about the 
approval of the Rankin 

project for CIP, and Council decided to 
pause the program in order to review 
it in terms of its focus, alignment with 
the strategic plan and sustainability. A 
notice period was provided which was 
unfortunate because it left the door 

open for other applications.    
• In October of 2019 the Lincoln 

Fabrics application, based on past 
practice, was turned down after 
staff recommended it. All staff-
recommended applications had until 
then been approved. I have some 
empathy for the developer who has 
some legitimate feelings of being 
misled after being encouraged to apply.   

• In November of 2019 Council 
narrowly voted not to reconsider that 
decision. (Narrow votes are never a 
unifying force in any community) 

Now we have to take a really 
hard look at how we actually spend 
taxpayer’s dollars on CIP. What do 
we want it spent on? Is it an effective 
use of public funds? A recent KPMG 
study released by the Region indicates 
that incentive programs have had no 
discernible effect on motivating new 
development in Niagara compared to 
other municipalities.   

Let’s be clear what CIP is. It is a 
municipal subsidy program which 
intervenes in the free market and 
rebates taxpayer’s money to developers 
to meet specific and strategic goals set 
out by the municipality. 

Following its inception in 2004, 
the goals included the encouragement 
of development in specific distressed 

Continued on next page
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areas like downtown or unused 
brownfields that required a good deal 
of cleanup before they could be built 
upon. The underlying assumption was 
that without public assistance these 
lands simply would not be developed any 
other way. 

What it has become however is a 
city-wide program which developers 
count on whenever they can produce 
a development that promises to 
significantly increase future revenue for 
the City, with little attention paid to why 
this fund was set up in the first place. 
Doing it this way however simply drives 
up the cost of land and could end up 
subsidizing very profitable projects. 

Arguments you will hear go as 
follows: 

a) Everyone is doing it and we have 
to compete! No one appears to question 
the disturbing irony of taxpayers 
competing with each other with scarce 
public funds. 

b) Nobody will develop without 
it! This is an incredible indictment of 
private industry that they cannot survive 
without public welfare, a whole debate 
in itself with little evidence to support it. 

c) It’s not real money! This is 
complete nonsense because the taxes 
are real and the cash rebates are real 
and it assumes that (b) above is true. 
Keep in mind that city infrastructure 
improvements needed to accommodate 
development needs to be made now in 

today’s dollars. 
d) It creates jobs as the money is 

spent in the community! The money will 
be spent and jobs will be created anyway, 
it only depends on who is spending it. 

e) Brownfields are too difficult to 
develop! The question to be asked is: 
Who degraded the property in the first 
place. Shouldn’t that factor into the 
purchase price during due diligence? 
Does the taxpayer have to clean up 
every mess?

f) There is one developer 
argument that I do have sympathy 
for and that is the issue of certainty 
and being able to count on the rules 
laid out. These should be specific and 
consistently applied, which means we 
have to extremely clear about how they 
can qualify, which we have not been to 
date. I am sure there are creative ways 
to do this. 

A CIP program may have its place 
as one of the tools in the toolbox 
of planning and development, but 
its purpose should be to serve the 
public good of the community not the 
development industry. Let’s focus the 
program on real issues that we have 
such as the conservation and adaptive 
reuse of heritage buildings or the 
creation of low income, and geared-
to-income housing for which there is 
a crying need. Perhaps the developer 
could be encouraged to re-apply under 
a new and improved program. 

From Where I Sit ...
Observance of Remembrance  

Thanks to the members of Port Dalhousie 
Legion Branch 350 and St. John’s Anglican 
Church for continuing the longstanding 
tradition of the Remembrance Day parade 
and service of commemoration which was 
held at the “village” cenotaph on Sunday, 
November 10th. It is vitally important 
to pass the torch of understanding, 
particularly to our younger people, so 
that we don’t forget the true nature of 
war and those Canadians who made the 
supreme sacrifice to defend our freedom 
and way of life. It was heartening to see 
a large crowd in attendance to mark the 
75th anniversary of the Italian Campaign 
and the 100th of the Treaty of Versailles 
which formally ended WWI.

CIP Funding and Fiscal Responsibility 
to Residents
Councillor Garcia and I both voted not 
to redirect millions of your property tax 
dollars to fund two luxury condominium 
developments. These projects are going 
ahead regardless of whether they get 
taxpayer subsidies or not. They are both 
fully approved and, no doubt, profitable. 
We believe millions of dollars in taxpayer 
funds are better used for badly needed 
public infrastructure projects throughout 
the City. Shortly after this critical and 
unnecessary reconsideration vote, 
the Niagara Region released a report 
completed by the accounting firm 

KPMG, who concluded, as part of their 
comprehensive review of Niagara’s 
spending. “We do not see the value 
of using incentives to try to increase 
assessment,” said Oscar Poloni, of KPMG. 
“Statistically, it simply doesn’t exist. 
As a result, we see merit in changing 
your incentive programs. Whether you 
eliminate them completely, or scale them 
back, or redirect them is something that 
can come out of these discussions.”

(Source: The Standard, Nov. 8, 2019 by Bill 
Sawchuk, Niagara Region’s incentives for 
developers aren’t helping bottom line: study, 
No statistical proof rebates and grants provided 
by taxpayers increase tax revenue.)

My appreciation to the many 
homeowners who have worked 
responsibly to collect their leaves and 
bagged them for roadside pick up. 

As always, thanks to my colleague Carlos 
Garcia for his tireless efforts and support 
in representing you on the Council 
horseshoe. Best wishes to newly married 
Pauline and Carlos for many years of 
matrimonial bliss!

From the Williamson family to yours; a 
very Merry Christmas, a happy holiday 
season and a healthy and 
prosperous 2020!

Thanks, Bruce Williamson

Report from Councillor Bruce Williamson ... Cont’d



A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES8

Bruce Williamson
Councillor,

Port Dalhousie Ward
City of St. Catharines

The Port Dalhousie Conservancy and The Willowbank School of Restorative Arts are Restoring the Last Remaining *NS&T  Stop 

Volunteers from 
Willowbank School 

of Restoration Arts 
in Queenston begin 
the difficult task of 
disassembling the last 
remaining streetcar stop 
of the old NS&T.  They 
removed the leaded 
glass windows and doors 
as well as removed the 
shingles to reduce the 
weight. 

Volunteers from Versluis 
Bros Contracting in 
Port Dalhousie, preparing the Streetcar Stop for 
transporting to Willowbank.  It was too high to 
transport on the road so they are forced to cut 
the top off in order to move it in two pieces, 
very delicate work, but we know they have the 
experience to make sure it makes it safely. 

On its way! A driver from Verhoef Electric pulls the 
trailer with the Shed on it on its way to Willowbank. 

Safe and sound at Willowbank where restoration will 
take place.  

Moving Day for the Barnsdale Street Car Stop 

If you would like to assist in the restoration of this unique building for future use in Port Dalhousie, please donate to the 
St. Catharines branch of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario before the end of the year for a tax deductible contribution 

Just mark your donation for the “ Street Car Stop Restoration Fund ” @ www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/30078

* Niagara, St. Catharines and Toronto Railway
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Of all the Great Lakes, Lake Ontario has 
a most ominous history of disastrous 

fires aboard ship either by accident or 
design.  Many ships in the late 19th century 
and early 20th century were either made 
of wood or made of steel but finished 
elaborately in wood.  Passenger 
ships and cruising on the lakes 
was a very common mode of 
transportation, entertainment 
and vacationing during that 
time.  Powered by coal fires and 
lit with oil lamps or rudimentary 
electrics and finished with heavily 
varnished or painted wood and 
flammable fabrics, these ships 
were beautiful to look at but 
were less than fire resistant. 
Many lives were lost as a result. 
These are some of their stories 
we have found.  

On April 30, 1853 the 
combination passenger/cargo steamboat 
“Ocean Wave” freshly painted for the 
season sailed out of Kingston, bound for 
the other end of the lake. Her decks were 
piled high with flammable freight including 
pine cordwood to feed her engine. Just 
after midnight, only a couple of hours 
out of Kingston - somewhere off the Duck 
Islands near the international border -  fire 

broke out. In short order fire had blocked 
the only exit from the ship’s lounge. A 
courageous purser grabbed an axe and cut 
an escape hole for the passengers trapped 
in the cabin. Captain Wright couldn’t 
get the lifeboats launched because they 

were above the flaming upper 
cabins. Fire buckets which had 
been hung for just such an 
emergency were hanging on the 
walls of those same cabins and 
also unreachable. In short order 
the ship was a blazing furnace 
and legend has it that people 
living on the Duck Islands could 
almost read their newspapers 
by the glow. Fortunately two 
nearby schooners, the “Emblem 
and the Georgina” also saw the 
glow and were able to rescue 
21 survivors but 28 lives were 
lost as the Ocean Wave went 

down within 30 minutes of the fire being 
discovered. 

Late in the afternoon of October 23, 
1889 the popular wooden excursion boat 
“Quinte” was steaming out of Deseronto, 
Ontario, bound for Picton under Captain 
Duncan Christie who had brought his 

Flames on Lake Ontario 

“A courageous 
purser grabbed 

an axe 
and cut an 
escape hole 

for the 
passengers 
trapped 

in the cabin.“

Many Lake Steamers Were Vulnerable to Fires, and for Some it was Fatal.

Continued on page 14
Charles Codman, The Burning of the Royal Tar, 1836
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are likely to stay for lengthy meals as 
they enjoy a little piece of Spain in their 
backyard. Which is not very surprising, 
since from the laughter and exclamations 
of delight that bounce around the small 
dining room, it is clear that Patio Andaluz 
feeds not only the body, but also the soul. 

When you walk into Patio Andaluz 
in Port Dalhousie you are greeted 

first by the intoxicating smell of pungent 
spice and slow cooking rice and then by 
the server whose wide grin and eager 
h o s p i t a l i t y 
make you feel 
immediately 
welcome. The 
A n d a l u s i a n 
decor with its 
bright reds 
and yellows 
transports you 
to southern 
Spain as 
popular Hispanic music plays proudly in the 
background. The table settings are simple 
with kraft paper covering the tabletops, 
some wax crayons for doodling and a small 
succulent as a centerpiece. The street 
side of the restaurant is marked by large 
windows that offer a view of downtown 
Port Dalhousie and the size of the space 
means that every table is essentially a 
window seat. In the summer there is a 
large patio space open for al fresco dining, 

Patio Andaluz:  A Little Piece of Spain in Our Backyard

which is also decorated in the Andalusian 
style. In the winter, the small restaurant 
is buzzing with conversation and the 
percussion of cutlery on plates as guests 
seek a respite from the snow and cold.

The menu covers classics from both 
Spain and Mexico including tapas, paella, 
fajitas and tacos to pair with a substantial 
drinks menu of imported Mexican and 
Spanish beers and wine, margaritas 
ranging from classic to hibiscus and a 
specialty house-made sangria. When 
eating at Patio Andaluz you are invited to 
share in not just food, but in a culture. 

The margaritas are 
bright and briney with just 
a hint of sweetness, and 
for those with a high heat 
tolerance, the Habanero 
Margarita offers an 
intense kick to the classic 
recipe. Tacos are made 
with warm corn tortillas 
and the simple filling 
ingredients burst with 

flavour. The proteins are succulent, and 
the garnishing adds a balancing freshness 
to the ensemble that encourages next 

bite after next 
bite. The paella, 
like everything 
else, is made 
from scratch. It 
takes 45 minutes 
to arrive to the 
table but is 
well worth the 
wait. The rice 
is exquisitely 
cooked with a 
richness that 
simply melts 
in your mouth. 
The time spent 
layering flavours 
in the traditional cooking style pays off in 
spades with every bite offering complex 
and powerful flavours. A brilliant and 
honest execution of an iconic Spanish dish. 

Across the board of food, drinks and 
atmosphere, Patio Andaluz’s authenticity 
and warm hospitality prove for a unique 
dining experience that begs to be repeated. 
Reservations are highly recommended as 
the restaurant fills up quickly and guests 

Classic Dishes From Spain and Mexico

5 Lock St. in Port Dalhousie  
ph 905.935.9000

out of 5

- Adam Cooke
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25 Main Street Port Dalhousie 905.938.0479

Come in,
sit back,

relax and make 
yourself

Wonderful!

Come in,
sit back,

relax and make 
yourself

Wonderful!

The Lives of Port Residents

Tell Us Your Story, Wayne Malton
“Well, I guess I’m not lucky enough to have a son 
that plays a piano.” was all his father said, and 
a distraught Wayne promised then and there to 
apply himself and learn the instrument.  After that 

he spent 2-3 hours per day, 
every day, practicing.

While attending Denis 
Morris High School he 
met Mike Hamilton, also 
a piano player, and soon 
they were fast friends, both 
equipped with a zany sense 
of humour, musical talent 
and boundless energy. 
Unknown to them at the 
time, it was the beginning 
of a 40-year partnership. 
After high school, to earn a 
living, Wayne worked at the 
Seaway and Mike at GM. 
Both had budding families 

and a mortgage to pay and they continued their 
daytime work, but they always remained engaged 
in the music and entertainment scene. 

He remembers the time they helped paint 
the old Dance Hall in Lakeside Park (under the 
supervision of Sid Brookson) and they rebranded 

it as “The Peppermint Bandstand”. 
Danny Neaverth, a WKBW Buffalo 
radio disc jockey was booking acts 
for the Dance Hall back then and 
Wayne and Mike formed a backup 
band for the visiting acts. They 
called themselves The Terri-tones. 
Neaverth became their manager 
and arranged to have their first 

45 rpm single “Sinner” recorded. They also played 
south of the border as “The Buffalo Rebels”. 

 “Later on we picked up a regular gig at the 
Castle, (a legendary teenage night club at the corner 
of Lake and James St - since demolished) operated 
by Ron Metcalfe, who was also a well-known big 

band leader and promoter. 
While we were there the 
band’s name was The Court 
Jesters.”  

After the Castle experience 
ended, Wayne was performing 
solo at the Atlanta Club in St. 
Catharines when he received a 
call from Mike with the news 
his band he had formed after 
the Castle had broken up. Their 
drummer had shipped out to 
Malta as a UN Peacekeeper. 

Still doing what he loves... entertaining.

Dan Neavreth, WKBW Buffalo disc jockey 

Wayne Malton remembers it well. “Every time 
I played a note that was not on the sheet 

music she would rap my knuckles with a yardstick.” 
He chuckles at his memory of Pearl Latcham who 
used to teach him piano 
when he was in grade 
one. That was the first 
time he started playing 
piano, which as it turned 
out has served him very 
well throughout his life 
in show business. 

Wayne was born 
in Port Dalhousie and 
grew up there with his 
parents Alf and Mary 
Malton and his older 
sister Joan. They lived at 
160 Main Street, across 
the road from the Shell 
Service Station that was 
owned by his father. You’re probably wondering, 
what service station? Well, now it’s a residential 
property - 169 Main Street - but back in the day it 
was a gas station. At one time his father also owned 
the FINA Station on Lakeport Road (Lakeport 
Auto Electric). He was not only a mechanic but 
also played ragtime piano at 
the Austin Hotel, in the Honky 
Tonk Room,  the Legion and was 
the Chief of the legendary Port 
Dalhousie Volunteer Fire Fighters 
for years. His mother worked at 
the Orange Kello stand in Lakeside 
Park during the summers, ran the 
concession in Latcham Lanes (Pla-
Mor) Bowling Alley and also worked at Latcham’s 
Grocery store (located where Johnston’s Insurance 
is now).

Wayne’s sister had attended the Ontario 
Conservatory of Music and it was naturally expected 
that he would follow her. But it didn’t take long for 
Wayne to tire of the lessons 
with Pearl Latcham, and he 
skipped them for a couple of 
weeks… until he was found 
out. His mother confronted 
him and asked what he did 
with the 25 cents she gave him 
for the piano lessons. He told 
her he put it in the “Poor Box” 
at St Ann’s School, a collection 
box for donations to the needy. 
His charitable gesture didn’t 
impress her and she told his 
father about it after dinner. The Malton and Hamilton comedy duo in the 70s Continued on page 13
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Mike joined Wayne at the club and the musical 
comedy duo of Malton and Hamilton was born. They 
packed them in, customers lined up at the door, and 
word got out to Bud Matton, a Toronto theatrical 
promoter, who said they should be on the circuit. 

“Back in those days (early 70’s) every city had lots 
of clubs and casinos 
that were booking 
entertainment acts 
5 days a week. We 
were kept busy 
on the circuit, and 
probably played in 
every major city 
in the USA and 
Canada.”

Bud Matton’s 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
company sent them 
on an extended 
North American tour 
of engagements at 
clubs, casinos, and 
halls including the 
famous Los Angeles 
comedy venues The 
Comedy Store, The Improv, The Icehouse and others. 
But who could have known the tour would last on and 
off for close to 30 years?  In 1988 they decided they 
were ready for a change. Having been on the road 
with their 16-performer revue for that length of time 
- not to mention the release of five comedy albums - 
takes its toll. 

Luckily an opportunity arose at the Deerhurst Inn 
in Huntsville and a six-month contract turned into a six-

year engagement, during which Wayne moved his family 
to the town. He and Mike became the Entertainment 
Directors at Deerhurst, creating stage revues and booking 
acts. One of the performers Wayne was instrumental 
in hiring went by the name of Eileen Edwards, later to 
become famous as Shania Twain.    

These days, 
Wayne continues 
to do the things he 
loves, singing and 
playing the piano, 
entertaining people.  
Whether its at the 
Prince of Wales Hotel 
in NOTL where he 
is currently playing, 
or keyboards with 
the 5-time Grammy 
recipient and legend 
Walter Ostanek, it’s 
just a continuation 
of his calling. He 
lives in Ridgeway 
with Reta, his adored 
wife of 54 years and 
his sons who are also 

musicians. Dean, the eldest, has a recording studio in 
Ridgeway called Ground Loop, and Troy the youngest is 
an accomplished drummer who for many years worked 
the Jazz clubs in Vancouver. 

Not a bad life for a young lad from Port Dalhousie, a 
town he fondly remembers. 

“Growing up in Port those days, everyone was your 
neighbour.” he says with a smile. 

Tell Us Your Story, Wayne Malton Continued from page 11

The Malton and Hamilton Revue with a soon to be Shania Twain (Bottom, 2nd Right)
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mother and brother along for the ride. 
While tea was being served in the dining 
hall, only three miles out into the lake, a 
deck hand burst into the engine room and 
yelled “Fire!”. Chief engineer Tobias Short 
fired up the pumps and started feeding the 
engine. Captain Christie ordered full speed 
ahead to see if he could make it safely to 
Grassy Point. In spite of the flames, 
the wheelsman stayed at his post until 
he felt the keel hit the beach. Though 
badly burned, he escaped from the 
wheelhouse and made it to shore. 

Captain Christie worked heroically 
to help passengers trapped by the 
flames and encouraged the crew to 
do the same. As with the helmsman, 
he was badly burned, but he managed 
to save all passengers except for four 
which tragically included his own 
mother, brother and the cook’s helper 
and her son.  

In the 20th century, there were 
three sister passenger liners all 
owned by Canada Steamship lines the 
Hamonic, the Noronic and the Quebec who 
curiously all met similar fates. Their tragic 
end largely signaled the end of the great 
passenger steamships on Lake Ontario. 

The first to be lost was the “Hamonic” 
which was built in Collingwood and sailed 
mostly north out of Detroit. It burned early 
on at the dock at Pt. Edward in Sarnia on 
July 17, 1945

A few years later in Port Dalhousie another 
tragedy unfolded. The “Northumberland” 
(built in 1891) was brought into Lake Ontario 
in 1920 by the CNR for the NS&T (from its 
Nova Scotia to Charlottetown run) to help 
service the burgeoning cross-lake passenger 
traffic from Toronto to Port Dalhousie and 
back. It was a very fast and stable ship built for 
the coastal steamer trade. It was luxuriously 

outfitted and because of its twin screws was 
at least a half hour faster at crossing the 
Lake than the “Dalhousie City” which had 
been providing the service on her own. The 
“Northumberland” was very popular because 
of its speed but also for its fine lines and finish 
and the extra amenities for both passengers 
and freight.  

However on the morning of 
June 2, 1949 the Northumberland 
was lying on the west pier at 
Port Dalhousie facing toward St. 
Catharines with the Dalhousie City 
lying just in front of her around the 
knuckle. The Northumberland had 
been freshly outfitted for the coming 
excursion season and most of her 
crew were on board. Sometime around 6 
AM on June 2nd, a fire broke out in or near a 
washroom on the ship. A stewardess, Anna 
Buchholtz was awakened by the smoke and 
she sounded the alarm. Chief engineer A. 
J. Burton mustered the crew and formed 
a fire brigade but their efforts were to no 
avail as the fire spread rapidly throughout 
the vessel. The Port Dalhousie volunteer 

fire brigade and the St. Catharines fire 
department were summoned to the scene 
but they also were unable to extinguish 
the blaze until the Northumberland was 
completely gutted. The water which was 
poured onto the steamer caused her to 
settle lower in the water. She did not sink 
but just listed starboard towards the dock. 

An investigation into the fire failed to 
yield any conclusive results, although 
various reports suggested the cause was 
either careless smoking or a defect in the 
electrical system which had been giving 
them problems. 

The ship was damaged to such and 
extent that it could not be repaired and so 
it was later sold for scrap and dismantled 
at Port Weller Dry Docks.  The Dalhousie 

City was left to soldier on by herself until 
her service was discontinued. She was later 
sold to Montreal where she burned at the 
dock 10 years later. 

Sometime in the pleasant afternoon 
of August 14, 1950, the “Quebec” with 
350 passengers and a crew of 150 was 
cruising along the scenic Saguenay when 
the fire alarm sounded. With the lives 

of 500 people on his mind, Captain C.H. 
Burch judged that the best chance he had 
was to try and reach the dock at Tadoussac 
at the mouth of the Saguenay River. It was 
25 miles away and every mile was a race 
with death as the deck crew fought a losing 
battle with the flames and the engine room 
piled on the steam. The ship made it to the 
dock with the loss of only 3 lives, thanks to 
the gallant bravery of the crew who even 
managed to save some automobiles off 
the deck. However, the Quebec burned to 
a total loss while fire engines and fire tugs 
poured fountains of water onto the blazing 
hulk. A court of inquiry later found that 
the fire was believed to have started in the 
linen closet and was likely due to sabotage.  

The “Noronic” was the flagship of the 
Canada Steamship passenger lines. It was 
built in 1913 in the luxurious tradition of 
Great Lakes liners and was 385 feet long 
and had 6 decks.  In September 1949, she 
started out for the last time on her regular 
post- season cruise from Detroit, picking up 
passengers in Cleveland and other ports as 
it leisurely headed for a fall cruise of Lake 
Ontario and the Thousand Islands taking 
in the sights along the way. With a crew of 
171 and a passenger list of 524, it cleared 
Cleveland. It crossed Lake Erie in daylight 
while vacation crowds were enjoying their 
meals in the dining room, viewing off 
the top deck or sampling the many other 
conveniences on board. It cruised through 
the Welland Canal in style and after a short 
jaunt across Lake Ontario, Captain William 
Taylor brought her to berth in Toronto at 
Pier 9 at 6 o’clock on Friday evening of 
Sept. 16th, 1949, intending to stay until the 
following day while the passengers enjoyed 
a full day of sightseeing and shopping in 
Ontario’s largest city. Many of the crew 

Flames on Lake Ontario Continued from page 9

The Northumberland burns in Port Dalhousie Harbour.

Continued on page 16
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As the settlement of Port 
Dalhousie steadily grew, 

certain community needs for churches 
and schools had to be met. In the early 
days travelling missionaries held 
services in a log schoolhouse in the 
west end of Port Dalhousie near 
the land dedicated as St. John’s 
Cemetery. 

The Anglican Parish of St. James 
Louth was founded in 1834 and the 
first church was built in 1841 on land 
donated by Thomas and George 
Read. The name was changed to 
St. John’s in 1868 when the present 
brick building on Main Street was 
constructed. The following year 
the original wood structure was 
moved by scow up the canal to 
Merritton where in 1892 it was 
destroyed by fire. The newspaper 
“St. Catharines Constitutional” 
of August 11th, 1870 carried an 
advertisement for an excursion 
to Toronto in order to help the 
church of St. John pay off it’s debt.

Around the same time, the 
Presbyterian parish of Port Dalhousie 
was formed and in 1849 Nathan 
Pawling donated land for a church and 
cemetery as well as promising financial 
support. St. Andrew’s Church on Main 
Street was constructed in 1894.The 
Star of the Sea church on Elgin Street 
was built in 1871 on 
land purchased from 
Owen McMahon. It 
is made of Kingston 
stone used as ballast 
for ships and loads 
were dropped off at 
Lock One. Catholic 
and Protestants alike 
joined in the common 
cause of transporting 
the stone to the 
church site. Legend 
has it that a group 
of sailors caught in 
a sudden violent 
storm promised in 
prayer they would 
build a church if they safely arrived 
ashore. Their prayers were answered 
and the promise kept when they 
landed in Port Dalhousie.The original 
steeple was built tall enough to be 
seen from the middle of the lake and 
used as a  a navigational guide to 
vessels. It was blown over in a storm 
around 1928.The first schoolhouse, 
constructed of logs, was situated in 

The Churches and Schools 
of Port Dalhousie

Star of the Sea church

Port Dalhousie Public School

Excepted from “A History Outline of Port Dalhousie” by Christine Robertson

the west end of the village on what 
used to be the Corbett farm and was 
replaced by one on Dalhousie Avenue 
near Elgin. It was later bought by the 

Separate School Board and used until 
the original St. Ann’s School was built 
in 1915 on Elgin opposite The Star of 
the Sea Church. In 1877 Port Dalhousie 
Public School was built at the corner of 
Main and Ann Streets and contained 
three classrooms which comprised 
the front rooms of the building until 

1913, when an upper story with three 
classrooms and a hallway were added. 
A basement and washrooms were 
constructed in 1922. In 1948 the final 
addition was completed and the school 
was renamed McArthur in honour of 
George A. McArthur, principal from 
1938-1947. In 1955 Gracefield School 
was built, and Port had three schools to 
meet the growing needs of the village.    
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and even the captain went off the see the town or visit friends. It was by all accounts a 
pleasant, if breezy summer evening. People casually went on and off the boat. As it got 
dark you could see people smoking on the dock, or clustering in groups talking about 
their day, and looking forward to the cruise ahead. Since this was the first major stop, 
many of the passengers were unfamiliar with the large ship, and had to ask directions 
or be guided to their rooms. 

At midnight, the ship was quiet at her berth and only a skeleton crew of 15 men 
were on duty for the night. At 1:15 a passenger noticed a wisp of smoke coming from 
under the door of a locked linen closet and he called a steward and together they forced 
the door open and were greeted by flames. They yelled out “fire”, a scream was heard 
and pandemonium ensued. The Toronto fire department trucks arrived promptly but 
by then the Noronic fire was well underway. Captain Taylor returned to help man the 
hoses but he and the small crew were inadequate to handle the situation. In the inferno 
many passengers died in their sleep or were desperately trapped in their cabins. Some 
who got out in their pajamas lost their way in the maze of passages on the unfamiliar 
decks. Miraculously, the entire crew who were familiar with the ship survived and they 
did manage to assist 406 passengers safely ashore. However 118 were left behind and 
died in the blaze.  

As a direct result of the high death toll on the “Noronic”, the Federal Government 
in early 1950 issued tough new regulations for Great Lakes Passenger Steamships. For 
many passengers it was too little, too late as the pleasure steamship business was 
rapidly giving way to automobile travel at about the same time. For many operators, it 
became too expensive to adapt to the new regulations. Thus, by mid-century, most of 
the passenger travel on the Great Lakes ceased.  

Continued ...Flames on Lake Ontario 

- Hank Beekhuis

Material in this article was drawn from many sources including “Great Lakes Shipwrecks and Survivals” 
by William Ratigan, Shoes, Ships and Sealing Wax by Dorthy Turcotte, as well as the history of the 
Toronto Harbour authority, Ship of the Month No. 133 “Northumberland” and other internet sources.
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Outer Lighthouse 1973
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My name is Janice Ford-Spencer…a resident of Port Dalhousie and originator of the ‘Stockings 
of Love’ program last year. A former journalist, several years ago I wrote an award-winning 

article for a National magazine – entitled ‘Christmas in the Home’...as in nursing home.  Having 
interviewed a myriad of residents I was saddened to learn just how alone they were at Christmas.  
And what was sadder was their acceptance that family members were just too busy to visit.  They 
easily resigned themselves to a Christmas alone.  

Early last December I decided to do something about it.  With the help of the people of Port 
Dalhousie and the community of St. Catharines, my idea was to provide local nursing homes 
with a stocking stuffed with goodies for each resident. Having contacted several nursing homes, I 
found Tufford to be the best fit. The response was immediate and there were enough stockings by 
Christmas Eve to distribute to other nursing homes and individuals in similar circumstances.  

This year I hope to more than double the number to 350 stockings!  To date I have committed 
150 stockings to the Garden City Nursing Home and 50 to Linhaven.  Stockings will be distributed to 
those residents where it will make a difference to their Christmas experience.

In addition, for 2019 I am passionate about reaching out to Seniors ‘Home Alone’!  Those who 
have little and/or perhaps have lost a partner. Therefore, I have committed to Community Care 100 
stockings, whose clientele in this situation will have a stocking to open Christmas morning. 

I am also pleased to announce that the 2019 program will reach out to selective senior or 
elderly residents in Port Dalhousie who are alone this season. If you know anyone locally who 
would benefit from this program, please, let me know and I will ensure they also receive a stocking 
of love Christmas Eve!

For those who wish to contribute to this endeavor…the stockings would be packed with useful 
items and special treats (as per the list provided) with a value of approximately $20 - $25.  A fun 
and meaningful trip to the dollar store would bring forth many smiles. Please, mark it with “His” 
or “Hers” and provide a list of what is enclosed. That list will help us direct the gift to the most 
appropriate person.

Early in the works, there is much to do and details will emerge eventually.  Meanwhile I have 
created a Facebook page:  Stockings of Love – Seniors Alone at Christmas.    I encourage people to 
refer to it for updates.  

Email me anytime at   stockingsoflove2019@gmail.com   

1. Avondale:  359 Main Street, Port Dalhousie  
2. Older Adult Centre, Port Dalhousie; 19 Brock Street 

 Hours: Mon & Thurs 9 – 4 Tues & Wed 12 – 4
3. Canadian Tire, 459 Welland Ave., St. Catharines  
4. Port Church:  1 Lakeshore Road
 Hours: Sundays 10-1, Tuesdays 10-2
5. Your Boutique; 50 Lakeport Rd.  until Dec. 15th only

  

•	 Candy
•	 Wrapped Snacks
•	 Slipper socks
•	 Lip balm
•	 Manicure set
•	 Hair pins
•	 Hand sanitizer
•	 Roll of quarters
•	 Reusable water bottle
•	 Address book or organizer
•	 Shoelaces
•	 Comb and brush set
•	 Gloves
•	 Hats
•	 Headphones
•	 New glides for walker/cane
•	 Bath poufs
•	 Gel ice packs
•	 Hand warmers
•	 Batteries
•	 Wallet
•	 Change Purse
•	 Coffee Mug
•	 LED Flashlight
•	 Costume Jewelry

•	 Pens
•	 Mints
•	 Cocoa Packets
•	 Keepsake Ornament
•	 Stress Ball
•	 Puzzle Book or Game
•	 Photo album
•	 Blank notecards
•	 Stamps
•	 Magnets
•	 Cosmetic Cases
•	 Cosmetics
•	 Watch
•	 Playing Cards
•	 Books
•	 Tea or coffee
•	 Magnifying glass
•	 Calculator
•	 Phone case
•	 Nail polish
•	 Toothbrush
•	 Eyeglass Case
•	 Adult Colouring Book
•	 Knee High Stockings
•	 Emery Board
•	 Gum

Stockings of Love

Suggested List of Items

Drop Off Locations – (until Dec. 22)  

You Can Help Brighten the Christmas Season for Lonely & Shut-in Senior Citizens 
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Continued on next page

The Lakeside was a wooden propeller 
built in 1888 at Windsor.  She 

measured 121 feet in length, a 26 foot 
beam and 9.3 feet in depth.  Intended for 
the service from Windsor and Detroit to 
Leamington and Pelee Island, she entered 
service in 1888.  She did not last long on 
Lake Erie, for later the same year, she 
was brought down the Welland Canal to 
Toronto.  LAKESIDE was then placed on the 
Toronto-Port Dalhousie run.

In 1901, an amusement park was built at 
Port Dalhousie, along side a bathing beach.  
The park was the brainchild of the N.S. & T 
(Niagara, St. Catharines & Toronto) railway 
and its local electric streetcars operated to 
it.  The development was named Lakeside 

Park, and it is highly probable that it took its 
name from its location, but also from the 
steamer that was operated by its owners.  
In the very early years, LAKESIDE was 
docked above Lock One at Port Dalhousie, 
but by the time the park was operating 
her dock had been moved to a wharf on 
the lower harbour’s west pier immediately 
adjacent to the park and its rail connection.  
Passengers arriving at Port Dalhousie by 
steamer could board the electric streetcars 
and ride on into St. Catharines or over to 
Niagara Falls.  This provided a quick and easy 
route in a day of poor roads and primitive 
road vehicles.  LAKESIDE not only served 
the regular Toronto-Port Dalhousie run, 
but on a number of occasions, she carried 
excursions direct from Port Dalhousie to 

Toronto’s Island Park. When Dalhousie City 
joined the fleet in 1911, The Lakesaide 
was retired from active service.  She spent 
a short period of time in lay-up in Muir’s 
Pond above Lock One at Port Dalhousie.  In 
July 1911, The Lakeside was sold to a Port 
Colborne contractor and she was used to 
carry supplies to various construction sites.  

The Lakeside was acquired in July 1920 by 
John E. Russell of Toronto and he rebuilt her 
as a tug.  She was rechristened The Joseph 
L. Russell in honour of the owner’s father.  
By this time forty-one years old, a ripe old 
age for a wooden hull, she had a complete 
refit during the summer of 1929.  She 
returned to service in the autumn of that 
year.  On November 15, 1929, The Joseph 

The Steamer Lakeside 
The Second in a Series of Articles About the Steamers That Ferried Passengers To and From Port Dalhousie  

L. Russell was bound up Lake Ontario en 
route from Montreal to Toronto.  In tow 
she had the barge Augustus, laden with 
lumber from British Columbia.  Once out 
on the open lake, she encountered heavy 
weather and off Point Petre she began to 
take in water.  Her pumps were unable to 
handle the inflow of lake water and she 
soon foundered.  Her crew left the sinking 
tug in the lifeboat and managed to row 
ashore at Cobourg.

The Lakeside ended her days on the storm-
swept waters of the lake on which she had 
operated for almost her entire life.  It was 
a fitting end for a steamer that had served 
so well. - Roger Bradshaw

The Lakeside Leaving Port Dalhousie Harbour



A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES20

Rhonda Abel, born in 1889

“In those days everything was so much 
cheaper. You never had to buy liver or 
heart, those they threw in for nothing. 
I remember quite well buying butter 
for 12 cents a pound, eggs at 11 cents 
a dozen and bread was 5 cents a loaf. 
In those days the flour that went into 
the bread was real flour, not what you 
get now. They take all the good out and 
put something else in. When I was 19 I 
married a milkman and we lived out in 
Louth for a few years before we moved 
back to Port. He peddled milk in Port 
Dalhousie. Milk was 5 cents a quart back 
then. When it went up to 7 cents we lost 
a lot of customers.”

“There were hardships if you can call 
them hardships. There were no lights in 
Port Dalhousie. We used lamps. We went 
to the well to get water and it was pure 
water. We’d go down to the lake bank, 
throw out our line and catch lovely fish. 
Anytime. Perch, lots of herring, tout and 
some whitefish. I wish I could get good 
fish today.”

“You had one stove in your living 
room and when you went to bed at 
night it was cold getting undressed 
and crawling in. People who had good 
mothers, like I had, always had one of 
those flat irons sitting on the back of the 
stove. She’d turn down the covers and 
iron the sheet with the hot iron and we’d 
cuddle in.”

“Captain William Julian had a little 
boat he called “The Jubilee”. It was the 
size of a tugboat and there was a small 
cabin inside. He used to park it down 
there by the dry dock where all the 
water came down. There used to be a 
bridge going over to the Michigan side 
and he’d park his boat there. We used to 
go down and get on that and he’d take 
us up the creek to St. Catharines. We’d 
get off at the bottom of of Lock Two at 
Welland Avenue, walk up the hill and 
do our shopping. We’d walk around St. 
Catharines for a while and come back. 
It was a lovely little boat. Of course then 
the streetcars came. Our teacher let us 
go up to the window and watch the first 
streetcar come down Main Street.”

Nelly Hare, born in 1896

“The road was all dirt and we’d sink 
into the sand about a foot. We had no 
sidewalks back then only just planks, and 
we kids would run up and down them 
and bounce as kids do. Then the cement 
was laid down. We played on Main Street 
and of course the water was always here 
beside us. In the wintertime we’d skate all 
over the canal. Then it was really winter, 
it was really and truly icy bad weather, 
not like it is now. When I was six or seven 
it snowed so bad we couldn’t open the 
doors. My Grandpa had to climb out the 
window.  We kids would watch the men 
take the snow off the ice in the pond and 
saw the ice. The horses would take the 
blocks to the ice house to keep them for 
the summer.”

“When I was thirteen there were two 
stands down in the park. Mr. Smith rented 
out skiffs and rowing boats. He had four 
or five because I worked for him the 
summer I was fourteen. There were two 
rows of boathouses. Mr. Smith rented 
out bathing suits as well. There was a big 
dance pavilion on the beach too. It was 
pretty new at the time. The orchestra 
would sit and play in the enclosed part, 
and you’d dance all around for a nickel a 
dance. And that was all the entertainment 
we had. When I was around twenty they 
started changing the park and they had 
entertainment for all ages. Different ones 
started coming in and putting in booths. 
They called it the Midway.”

“My father worked on the canal 
all his life. The old lock used to come in 
down there in front of that lobster place. 
(Marie’s Seafood, cor. Lock and Front.) All 
the while my father worked on the locks 
they had to be opened by hand. there 
was no other way, And when they put 17 
boats through the locks one night it was 
raining cats and dogs,they really earned 
their living. They got about $1.25 a day. 
But 25 cents could buy you anything  
back then. Everything was so cheap those 
days.”

Memories of Growing Up in Port

Rental boats in Lakeside Park

Cutting ice for the icehouse

Fishing in Martindale Pond

Excepted from “A History Outline of 
Port Dalhousie” by Christine Robertson
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Port Dalhousie Beautification & Works Committee Report  

“RENOVATING PORT DALHOUSIE
ONE HOUSE AT A TIME.”

PHILBRICK
Construction Services Inc.

36 Scott St. West
St. Catharines

684-948590
5

DESIGN SERVICES
ADDITIONS RENOVATIONS≈

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL≈

“RENOVATING PORT DALHOUSIE
ONE HOUSE AT A TIME.”

PHILBRICK
Construction Services Inc.

36 Scott St. West
St. Catharines

684-948590
5

DESIGN SERVICES
ADDITIONS RENOVATIONS≈

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL≈
AUTO REPAIR • TIRES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES

HARVEY HAINER

1198 THIRD ST. LOUTH RR#3
ST. CATHARINES, ON  L2R 6P9

TEL:

FAX:

905.934.2331
905.934.5642

hainersdiscount@bellnet.ca

FOR ALL YOUR 
AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS
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The BWC hopes that you all had a 
great Summer and Fall - we did. We 

were very pleased with our short free 
concert season held on the “Old Lock 
Commons”. They brought a cultural 
contrast to the on-going construction 
work and the concerts were enjoyed 
by many.

The BWC is now applying for some 
arts grant money from the City’s Arts 
Development Committee and will be 
looking for sponsors that will enable 
the BWC to put on a bigger program in 
2020.

With the help of Ed Smith, Hank 
Beekhuis and Gary Unger, we have 
embarked on a Garbage box repair 
program which should extend the life 
of these boxes and it is intended that 
they be given a fresh lick of stain ready 
for Spring…

We are continuing 
to try and work with the 
City in order to get some 
suitable storage space for 
all of the BWC “stuff” such 
as hoses, water barrels, 
the tent, etc. A suggestion 
that anyone may have will 
be most welcome.

At the time of 
writing, the BWC held 
the 5th annual Christmas 
Candlelight Stroll on 
Saturday December 
14th. The format was a 
little different this year. 

Starting at the front of St John’s Church, 
there was carols sung in the church, 
accompanied by Quinn Flavel, before 
getting the candles and strolling along 
Dalhousie Avenue where there was to 
be various singers en route. There was 
a Santa for the kids and refreshments 
on hand. All proceeds will go to the 
Salvation Army this year.

You may recall that local resident 
Janice Ford – Spencer embarked on a 

most generous initiative….”Stockings 
of Love” ..She collected donations of  
all kinds of small gifts and made up 
Christmas stockings which she gave out 
to  elderly folk living alone and those 
in homes who perhaps do not have 
regular family visits. Janice managed 
distribute to about 200 folk.

She is expanding her efforts this 
year and has arranged drop off points 
that will receive the donations. With 
everyone’s help Janice expects to 
exceed her 300 + target. 

Please see Janice’s Article on page 
18 and see what you can donate…

 
Financially, the BWC will be 

challenged this year as with the 
disbanding of the PDBDA the various 
projects that we partnered on, such 
as the tree lighting project expansion 

and the large flower 
planters that we jointly 
purchased from the City, 
might be in jeopardy. 
It is hoped that the 
various businesses will 
contribute individually 
and keep our Downtown 
Core attractive as it has 
been in the past.

Your BWC wishes 
everyone a very Merry 
and safe Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!
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Going...

Going...

Gone!

Referred to by some as the “Doll House” 
the small, distinctive house at 93 

Lakeport Road became the latest victim of 
demolition. 

You can be a graffitti buster! if you see or hear 
of anyone wielding a spray can and defacing 

property (such as above on the walls of the Lock 
One Venue) please take action. To report graffiti 
in progress, call 911. To report graffiti after the 
fact: Phone: 905.688. 5600.  You will be doing the 
community a service. 

Carlos Garcia
Councillor, Port Dalhousie Ward

City of St. Catharines

Port’s 
lighthouses 
could be  lit
and decorated 
adding some 
festive colour
to the 
harbour area.

Maybe 
next year? 

Photos by Natalie Millhiser
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Community Events Winter Calendar 2019-2020

The Port Reporter provides free listings for any Port Dalhousie (or vicinity) area events that benefit 
local charities or community organizations and would be of interest to Port residents, vendors and 
visitors. It is at the discretion of the editorial team to include or exclude submitted events. Readers 
are strongly encouraged to check directly with the organizers prior to the event as details do 
change because of weather etc.   Submissions are due by the 1st of the month prior to publication 
and can be sent to : editor.portreporter@gmail.com.

 

It has been quite a few years since 
GM shut down operations on the 

Ontario Street site. The 54-acre site 
is an eyesore for those who drive by 
it and it is an embarrassment for the 
city and especially when one considers 
that urban land is at a premium. So, 
what happened? In simple terms, 
it goes like this: GM sold the land 
to Bayshore Developments for 12.3 
million dollars. Given that urban land 
has been priced by the city-sponsored 
studies at somewhere between 1 to 
1.5 million dollars an acre, that was a 
steal. 

Understandably, after over 100 years 
of manufacturing on the site GM 
was well aware that as a brownfield 
it would be very expensive to 
rehabilitate. For them it was a win/
win deal. They got 12.3 million in cash 
and they got the potential liability off 
their books. Bayshore, however, then 
proceeded to strip the site of anything 
valuable which includes tooling, tow 
motors and equipment left behind by 
GM as well as valuable copper and 
building materials that could be sold. 
We don’t know exactly how much they 
made from that, but after 5 years, 
they abruptly left leaving their lenders 
on the hook and the city stuck with 
a bill of 1.56 million in unpaid taxes. 
The city wisely withdrew any offer for 
community improvement grants. 

Now it is again up for sale as both 
previous owners are off the hook or in 
litigation. A new owner of course has a 
huge mess to clean up and nothing left 
to strip out but rubble. Perhaps a costly 
environmental cleanup will be needed 
as well. The property in its present 
state may well be worth virtually 
nothing but it will likely be sold for 
something. This leaves the city in the 
unenviable position of having to ask 
taxpayers for financial assistance in the 
clean-up. The property is so large that 
it has the potential to do significant 
harm to the city if not handled well 
or if other levels of government don’t 
get involved. No doubt the lenders 
are looking for their money back as 
well. All in all, it is a toxic mess both 
environmentally and financially. 

DECEMBER

December 14

5th Annual Port Dalhousie BWC 
Candlelight Stroll
Please join us for the BWC’s 5th Annual 
Candlelight Stroll!
This year’s stroll starts at 5:30pm at 
80 Main Street (St. John’s Church) on 
Saturday December 14th.  Santa will 
attend!  Carols at the church, followed by 
a stroll along Dalhousie Street - with five 
(5) musical performers along the stroll, 
singing carols!  Hot chocolate and cookies 
will be available back at the church after 
the stroll!
$2 per candle - all proceeds will go to the 
Salvation Army.  The Salvation Army is 
also looking for gently-used, warm winter 
clothing (i.e. socks, mitts, scarves, jackets)

December 31st

New Year’s Eve Family Celebration
Ring in the New Year with your family 
with these free activities happening on 
Monday, Dec. 31.
Leisure Swim (11 a.m. - 1 p.m.) at St. 
Catharines Kiwanis Aquatics Centre
Public Skate (noon - 2 p.m.) at Meridian 
Centre 
 
Family Skate: 
Join in the rock n New Years fun with DJ 
Tanner spinning top pop hits and your 
requests while you skate. Craft table and 
colouring activities for kids. Party favours. 
Mock countdown and toast at 1 p.m. 
Monday, December 31 , 2018 | 12:00 PM 
– 02:00 PM
Seymour Hannah Sports and Entertainment 
Complex, 240 St. Paul St. West, St. 
Catharines  Free
 
Family Swim: 
Join DJ Marinko to ring in the New Year 
with top pop hits and your requests during 
the leisure swim. Colouring activities in the 
lobby. Party favours.
Monday, December 31 , 2018 | 12:00 PM 
– 02:00 PM St. Catharines Kiwanis Aquatics 
Centre 425 Carleton St   Free
 
December 31st 2019

New Year’s Eve at the 
Port Dalhousie Lions Club
The Port Dalhousie Lions Club is holding their 
big New Years Eve Party to bring in the new 
year on December 31st starting at 8pm for 
$65 per person all-inclusive. This includes a 
10pm buffet, D.J., drinks, party favours, and 
champagne.  For tickets call their hall at  (905-
646-0288) and leave a message.

 JANUARY

Wednesday, Jan 1 

Mayor’s New Year’s Day Levee
Lake St Armoury – 81 Lake St
11 a.m. -1 p.m

New Year’s Day Levee
Join the Friends of Fort George and Parks 
Canada as we ring in the New Year at Navy 
Hall! Levee celebrations start at 3 p.m., and 
include toasts, music by the 41st Regiment 
Fife and Drum Corps, and a cannon firing 
to welcome the New Year. 
Details
Monday, January 1st 2019 | 3:00 PM to 
4:30 PM
Fort George National Historic Site, 51 
Queen’s Parade, Niagara-on-the-Lake
Regular Admission

Saturday, January 18 2020

2020 RETRO BALL (formerly Disco Ball)
Taking Back the Decades
Supporting Niagara Sexual Assault Centre
Our annual fundraiser is back for another 
year! All proceeds support the services 
provided to the Niagara Sexual Assault 
Centre. The Niagara Sexual Assault Centre 
is currently facing a funding crisis and 
victims are waiting over a year and a half 
to access our services. Wear your favorite 
costumes from the 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s, 
and up...Copeland DJ Services will be 
playing all your favorite songs by request! 
Prizes will be awarded for costumes . $60 
Early Bird Tickets/person purchased by 
November 30, 2019 will include entry into 
draw for a One Night Stay at the Holiday 
Inn Hotel. General Admission tickets for 
$70/person will be available starting 
December 1, 2019.
Ticket includes: Entry into the wildest 
event of 2020, 2 drink tickets, Food 
stations (Pulled Pork Sliders, Poutine, 
Pizza, Buffalo Chicken Wing Bites, 
Veggies/dips). Tickets can be purchased 
on eventbrite.ca

FEBRUARY

Sunday, February 9th, 2020

Valentine’s 5 KM Road Race
Port Dalhousie a the Lions Club, 201 Main St.  
St. Catharines
11:30 am (11:00 for Walkers) Registration 
opens @ 10 a.m.  Walkers race starts @ 
11:00 a.m. and Runners race @ 11:30 
a.m. Race Fees:  Individual:  $45;  Under 
19 yrs of age: $35;  Couples: $85
New this year! In the spirit of Valentine’s 
Day, the couple’s competition requires 

couples to cross the finish line together.  
The couple’s time will then be their 
individual time and therefore eligible for 
an age group prize.  This is our longest 
established race and raises much needed 
funds for Gillian’s Place, empowering 
abused women in Niagara.  The online 
registration link will be available soon at  
https://welovetorun.weebly.com/

Friday, February 21 2020

13th Annual Port Dalhousie 
Trivia Night
Armenian Community Center -156 
Martindale Rd
Doors open at 6pm Game starts at 7 pm. 
$20 per person max 8 persons per 
team. On  your own? Come and we’ll 
find a spot for you! Tickets include 
intermission food. Great prizes and 
draws. Cash bar (beer, wine plus mixed 
drinks). For table bookings and tickets call 
Marianne-905-937-8046 or Esther 905-
935-6884.

ONGOING EVENTS

Port Dalhousie Lions
Come for a Spaghetti Dinner the first 
Wednesday of each month to raise money 
for local charities within the Niagara 
Region. It’s $10.00 dollars for adults, and 
$4.00 for Children for all you can eat salad, 
spaghetti, meatballs, sausage, coffee, 
tea, and dessert. Come join us every first 
Wednesday of the month starting at 5pm-
7pm. 2020 first quarter dates include 
January 8th, February 5th, March 4th. 

Warm A Heart Campaign
From November 1 - December 31, make 
a donation to the Education Foundation 
of Niagara and support students in need 
this winter, with provisions such as warm 
clothing, shoes, food, and financial 
need. Check out their website at http://
efnniagara.dsbn.org/

2019 Toy Holiday Drive
The Boys and Girls Club will be collecting 
new and unwrapped toys at participating 
businesses and all three club locations to 
give the gift of play this year to boys and 
girls aged 6-12 at the club. Visit www.bgcn.
ca/events for barrel locations.

Port Dalhousie Legion: 
The ongoing Friday night Fish Fry is 
currently suspended due to the upcoming 
construction of the new building.  This 
popular event is expected to commence 
again in approximately 20 months when 
the new facility is completed. Stay tuned!

What’s Really 
Happening on the GM 
Property?
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The Garden City Side-Wheeler Docked at Port Dalhousie Harbour, 1908


