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14 Storeys, 220 Condo Units 
Proposed in Fortress Development  

Two More Proposed Developments Could Mean 
a Total of 450 Condo Units in the Port Dalhousie Heritage District

Port Dalhousie Harbour  in the 1880s 
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Coming Soon:
The Lincoln Fabrics 
Development

Recently, members of the 
Conservancy Executive had the 

opportunity of taking a complete tour 
of the Lincoln Fabrics building. We met 
with developer Sheldon Rosen, Bruce 
Hall, Architect, and Wayne Morgan who 
is their Heritage consultant. Almost a 
decade ago, Wayne gave evidence on 
behalf of the Conservancy during the 
OMB hearing. They shared their vision 
of what they are attempting to do with 
the site. 

The Harbour Club Development would 
include between 120 to 140 condos, 
retail and mixed use, underground 
parking and of course walkways and 

landscaping. Their plan is to restore 
and enhance the exterior as well as 
extensively upgrade the interior.     

The Lincoln Fabrics building is 
an amazingly well-kept and solid 
industrial building dating back to 1902. 
It has a long and interesting history 
as the Maple Leaf Rubber Company, 
manufacturing shoes and boots and as 
one of the largest industries in Port.  It 
not only employed quite a number of 
its residents but also supplied the Port 
community with electricity.  

The Port Reporter Asked Fortress Ten Questions About Their Union Waterfont Plan.
Travis Nolan, Senior Project Manager, agreed to answer them.

PR: Tell us a bit about yourself and your role at Fortress Real 
Developments.  

TN: Fortress Real Developments unveiled a preliminary Union 
Waterfront plan in 2016.  I joined the Fortress team in January, 
2017 as a Senior Project Manager and I am responsible for 
the planning approvals, detailed design, sales, marketing and 
construction of the Union Waterfront project.  I have worked in 
the land development industry for 15 years and I am passionate 
about the renovation and re-use of heritage buildings.

PR: What are your plans with regard to the heritage buildings 
in the commercial core and particularly the Austin House?  

TN: Fortress plans to renovate and re-use all of the heritage 
buildings that it owns within the commercial core of Port 
including the Old Jail and Austin House.  We look across the 
street at the Lion Hotel (now Lock Street Brewery) and we 
believe that the Austin House can be re-used in a successful way 
that will contribute to the revitalization of Port’s commercial 
core.
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Many of our readers have repeatedly asked us “What’s happening with 
Port’s Commercial Core?”

The reality is that we are on the cusp of a profound wave of change that 
will transform Port Dalhousie. Rumours of development are commonplace. 
Questions like: What will our community look like? How will we be able to 
handle the traffic? Will we still be able to park in Lakeside park? All these 
are questions we hear. This community has been through a lot over the past 
dozen years and most of us are apprehensive of what is to come. Let’s start 
by restating the Port Dalhousie Conservancy’s Mission Statement:  

 “To help enhance and preserve Port Dalhousie’s unique Cultural, Natural 
and Built heritage, and to reflect the views of Residents on other major 
Community issues.”  This is what we are committed to do.  

As a community newspaper, the Port Reporter pledges –  within the 
parameters of its mandate –  to be open and honest when considering all 
sides on issues regarding the development of Port’s core.  Over the years 
we have consistently maintained that we are in favour of “appropriate 
development” in Port. Disagreements may develop in regards to exactly 
what “appropriate development” is and that is fair.  The Conservancy takes 
its role very seriously and for that reason we have, at this early stage, pro-
actively pushed for preliminary meetings with the developer. Our views 
must be clearly known and this is our attempt to do so. Thus far, we have 
been successful in establishing a positive working relationship with the one 
developer who has submitted a proposal to the City.    

There is so much that we as a community are agreed upon. We are all united 
in the belief that something needs to be done in the commercial core. 
Heritage buildings don’t save themselves; in order to survive they require 
occupancy in the first place and usefulness besides. No one wants to have 
a heritage monument that will simply crumble over time from neglect and 
underuse.  

The Elephant in the Room
“As a community 

newspaper, the Port 
Reporter pledges 

–  within the 
parameters 

of its mandate –  
to be open 
and honest 

when considering 
all sides on issues 

regarding the 
development 
of Port’s core.” 

We are also united by experience that the nearly 2000-seat licensed 
bar was bad for Port (inviting bus-loads of often inconsiderate partiers). 
The vast majority of us would prefer successful smaller scale businesses, 
including a number of separate smaller bars that cater to a more diverse 
clientele. I also believe that most of us want to preserve full public access 
to Lakeside Park and to maintain a village-like community that is walkable 
and pleasant for all its residents and visitors.

Having said all that, we cannot naïvely fail to recognize how large and 
intensive the proposed changes will be.  There is not just one development 
happening in Port, but four. (Port Place site, Lincoln Fabrics, the Legion, 
and the already underway Beaches.) Considering each development 
in isolation is simply not a plausible or responsible approach. It would 
certainly not be good planning. There is little doubt that if all of these 
proposals are successful we could be seeing almost 450 new condos, 
potentially doubling the population within the Heritage District. Make no 
mistake, this will undoubtedly change Port, forever. This is ‘The Elephant 
in the Room’. 

It will likely have positive and negative effects on both the residential 
and business community, not to mention all the additional pressure on 
our infrastructure. (Sewers, roads and parking, etc.) Because of this, the 
Conservancy has engaged a professional, independent municipal planner 
to advise us regarding these projects.

We will let the facts speak for themselves, and present proposals that 
are submitted as fairly and honestly as we can, so that our citizens can 
make up their own minds. We intend to maintain and encourage an open 
dialogue with all parties, but ultimately, we will support the collective 
voice of the community. We ask for your support as we engage with the 
various developers, city staff and city council.  Standing together we can 
help Port Dalhousie to be a place we can all be proud of.        

Hank Beekhuis
President, 
Port Dalhousie Conservancy

“Elephant in the room” is an English language idiom for an obvious problem 
or risk no one wants to discuss or that no one wants to challenge.
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Continued from front page 

The Port Reporter is a not-for profit, all volunteer community information newspaper published 
by the Port Dalhousie Conservancy since 2005.  The paper focuses on issues related to the St. 

Catharines waterfront, the conservation and celebration of Heritage in Port Dalhousie and across the 
City.  It also encourages residents to work together to improve our community environment.
      It is currently published quarterly, usually in March, June, September and December. Normally 
2,500 copies are delivered to homes in Old Port and surrounding area in Port Dalhousie ward. It can 
also be found at Avondale, City Hall, public libraries and in various local business establishments. 

Editorial Board
Hank Beekhuis / Deborah Kehler/ Peter Wing

Help the Reporter thrive and grow by making a financial donation.  Checks can be made out to the Port 
Dalhousie Conservancy, 600 Ontario Street, P.O. Box 28049, St. Catharines, ON L2N 7P8. With regret, tax 
receipts are not available at this time. 

Please send contributions for future issues to editor.portreporter@gmail.com.  All submissions are subject to 
a review including both editorial approval as well as copy editing for grammar etc... 
Deadline for posting of community events, advertising and article submissions for December’s issue is 
November 15, 2017. 

Those interested in advertising should contact our advertising coordinator, Marty Mako at advertising.
portreporter@gmail.com by November 15, 2017.  Print ready ads are requested where possible. 

The Port Reporter is a volunteer run publication. If you are interested in joining our team please contact 
Allison Beekhuis at editor.portreporter@gmail.com.  Email contact is preferred, however if you wish to 
contact the Port Reporter by phone please call 289-213-3391 and leave a message. One of our volunteers 
will be happy to get back to you. 

Disclaimer: The Reporter does not accept responsibility or legal liability, for information submitted by our advertisers. The Reporter further 
makes no warranty in respect of the contents of this newspaper and accepts no liability for any loss or damage whatsoever arising in respect 
of the content of any third party material appearing in the paper whether directly or indirectly as a result of access to and the use of this 
paper including without limitation, acting or failing to act in reliance on any information contained herein.  

Design/Layout 
Peter Wing

Copy Editor
Bram Hoff

PR: Your plan proposes 220 condos 
instead of the original plan of 80. 
Would you consider a scaled-down 
development more appropriate to 
Port Dalhousie’s cultural and historical 
heritage? 

TN: The previous plan contemplated 80 
large boutique luxury residential units 
and 70 hotel units with 37,000 square 
feet of commercial use. The Union 
Waterfront plan proposes a maximum of 
220 residential condominium units and 
23,000 square feet of commercial and 
community uses.  The 220 units include 
a mixture of 1 bedroom, 2 bedroom, 
and 3 bedroom units, to ensure there’s a 
unit available for every interested buyer.  
Union Waterfront will also be sold so that 
purchasers can buy and combine 2 units 
if desired, thus reducing the overall unit 
count in the building.      

PR: Your previous proposal was 12 
storeys. Why the change to 14 storeys?

TN: The current approved zoning for the 
site is 17 storeys. The Union Waterfront 
plan previously consisted of two buildings 
constructed in two phases including a 
12 storey building on Main Street and 
a 6 storey building constructed across 
the entire frontage of Lakeport Road. 
The current Union Waterfront plan is 14 
storeys in order to maintain the height 
of Austin House at 3 storeys, reduce 

the height and density along Lakeport 
Road, and to construct the building in 
one phase, in order to reduce length of 
construction.  

PR: By increasing the number of condos 
almost three-fold, are you attempting to 
recoup previously accumulated project 
costs? 

TN: The previous plan was approved 

with 80 large luxury units.  We believe 
that having a building with a selection of 
1 bedroom, 2 bedroom and 3 bedroom 
options allows a more affordable 
selection of units in the project.  We 
believe that having more residents reside 
on the Union Waterfront project will help 
support the existing businesses in the 
commercial core and the new 23,000 
square feet of commercial/community 
uses on the Union Waterfront project.

PR: Parking and traffic will be a major 
issue. How is a 1-1 parking ratio (1 vehicle 
per condo) going to work when most 
households these days have multiple 
vehicles, and will the Lakeside parking 
lot be used for parking overflow?

TN: Union Waterfront is designed with 
a MINIMUM of 1 resident parking space 
per unit plus 0.17 visitor spaces per 
unit minimum, which adds up to a 1.17 
spaces/ residential unit ratio.  Every 
condominium unit sold will include a 
minimum of one parking space.  When 
purchasers decide to purchase and 
combine 2 units, they will receive 2 
parking spaces.  Purchasers will also be 
given the option to purchase a second 
parking space.  The previous plan 
required 345 parking spaces.  The Union 
Waterfront plan provides for a minimum 
of 257 parking spaces, with 221 spaces 
for residents and 37 public parking 
spaces for visitors.  Fortress believes that 
the Lakeside parking lot should not be 
utilized on an overnight basis by residents 
of the Union Waterfront project, and this 
issue can by addressed by having the City 
implement overnight parking restrictions 
and by-law enforcement.   

PR: How are you going to ensure that 
the residents of St. Catharines and the 

Region will continue to have access and 
adequate public parking in Lakeside 
Park, especially during construction?

TN: The Union Waterfront plan 
introduces 37 public parking spaces on 
the parking level 1 of the project.  During 
construction, there will be a construction 
management plan in place to minimize 
parking impact to the Lakeside Park 
parking lot.  Most construction will occur 
during weekdays during regular business 
hours and will not occur on weekends/ 
holidays/ evenings or when special 
events are being scheduled.  

PR: Will the condo owners be made 
aware of the noise and congestion that 
comes with living next to a popular and 
active public park? (Hosting carnivals, 
concerts, festivals, fireworks, etc.)

TN: All agreements of purchase and sale 
for the condominiums will include a 
standard warning clause which advises 
purchasers that the project is adjacent to 
a Lakeside Park which hosts a number of 
special events held throughout the year.

PR: What are your timelines specifically 
in terms of the start and the length of 
the construction phase?

TN: The Union Waterfront plan will 
require approximately 36 months 
construction duration in order to 
complete, the project can be completed 
by 2021.  The previous plans were more 
complex which would have increased the 
construction time and impacts on the 
community.

PR: Will there be a hotel or a theatre, 
and if not, what public community 
amenities will be part of the Fortress 
project?

TN: Many events have transpired in 
the last 8 years since the previous plan 
was approved. For example, the First 
Ontario Performing Arts Centre was 
opened in downtown St. Catharines 
in 2015. Because public parking in the 
area is such an important issue, Union 
Waterfront has placed in the area where 
the theatre was previously proposed, 
37 publicly accessible parking spaces. 
The Union Waterfront plan includes 
the revitalization of Hogan’s Alley as a 
public community space, the addition of 
23,000 square feet of new commercial 
and community uses, the renovation 
of existing heritage buildings owned by 
Fortress, including the Old Jail and Austin 
House. The plan also includes a 2,500 
square foot City-owned community 
room to be used by community groups, 
meetings, special events, and other uses.  

Proposed Fortress Development  

3
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It has been continuously occupied right 
up until last year by Lincoln Fabrics, 
which is owned by the Howes family. 
The family graciously sponsored the 
clean-up of the area around the Lock 
Tender Shanty, and In recognition the 
city changed the name to Howe’s Park 
last year. It is a great legacy for the 
community.  

The developers for the project showed 
us all the floors and the basement. 
Their interesting anecdotes gave us 
a good impression of the history of 
the building. They appear very willing 
to work with the community and 
expressed a great deal of respect for 
the Port Dalhousie Heritage District 
and the “village feel” of Port Dalhousie.  
They are currently working to meet 
city requirements and will have a more 
refined plan soon. The Conservancy will 
be meeting with them again to provide 
input on what is being presented. Look 
for more details in our next issue…

   Quick Comparison of  Development Proposals
                               
                       Old OMB Approved Project        New Fortress Proposal

Number of Storeys                  17                                                 14

Number of Condos           80 units                                                     220 units

Parking spaces per unit          1.75 per unit                                             1 per unit

Parking provided              235 spaces                                      221+ 37 shared with Commercial 
       + 58 Bicycle spaces
Hotel                                  70 units                                                None

Theatre                                415 seats                                             None

Commercial space          38,750 sq ft                                         23,161 sq. ft.

Hogan’s Alley                   Closed, owned by developer       Open, city-owned

Austin House                     Façade preserved                        Main structure conserved 
       and restored. 

Lakeside parking lot              Redesigned lot paid by developer  New Proposal - None
   in exchange for use of 
   38 Lakeside Park spaces.    
 
Old Jail                                     Remain on original site                            Moved from original site

Coming Soon: The Lincoln Fabrics Development Continued from the front page 

The Only Constant is Change
We need to Align Ourselves With Positive Change

What is it about Port Dalhousie that attracts people? Aside from the 
obvious allure of Lakeside Park and its beach, the carousel, and the 

piers, it’s also the village that attracts visitors and new residents from far 
and wide. The peaceful setting, the sense of unhurried calm that is invoked 
walking its shaded streets and passing by its Century homes is a balm for 
the soul. Especially in these harried times. I’m sure we all agree Port is a 
special place.

I also realize there is a danger in expressing these sentimental notions as 
I might be labeled by some as being stuck in the past, resistant to change, 
a non-progressive quite happy with the status quo. Well, that couldn’t be 
further from the truth. Although I do enjoy my reveries of nostalgia, as all 
of us do on occasion, I recognize the only constant in life is change, and to 
resist this powerful force is futile.

Having said that, we all know there are positive and negative sides to 
change, and I try to align myself with positive change, change that is 
beneficial to the community at large, including the business community; 
positive change that doesn’t compromise the very elements that continue 
to make the village of Port Dalhousie unique and attractive to so many. By 
now you have probably figured out I am talking about the proposed real 
estate developments looming on the horizon. 

I’m sure all would agree that Port is facing monumental cultural and 
Continued on page 9
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Ok, its not THE Beach Boys, but a couple of local heros 
that are a shining example of community spirit

A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES 5

My name is Jeremy Paton. I was born 
in Romania but am now adopted 

and have been raised in St.Catharines. I 
am 26 years old and I will have my next 
birthday on the 24th of September. My 
buddy, Evan Felker, is 24 years old and 
has lived in St.Catharines his whole life. 
 We cleaned up port on June 
9th, 2017 and the video of our efforts 
has received over 87,000 views with 780 
likes and 708 shares. The clean up was 
6 long hours of work from beginning to 
end. The video is available to the public 
through Jeremy Paton’s facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/jeremy.
paton.1/videos/ 
 Once we heard there was not 
going to be Grantham Lions Carnival, we 
decided to clean up Port. So we went 
there to see if we could eradicate some 
of the causes for its closing. When we 
saw the mess of dead wood and garbage, 
we decided to come back some other 
day and clean the beach and make it look 
more recognizable. As we all know, the 
beach at some point had suffered some 
very high water levels and the water 
had left a lot of dead wood all over the 
beach.  We bagged as much as we could 
until we ran out of bags. The leftover 
we placed in piles in the hope the city 
would pick them up. On our video you 
can definitely see that we made a 100 

percent change and that we made the 
Port Dalhousie beach better again. We 
had heard a lot of negative comments 
about the beach and we needed to make 
a change so people could enjoy summer 

at our beach.
 We love Port Dalhousie because 
it is the main beach in our city and not far 
from local businesses. Port Dalhousie has 
always been there in our hearts since our 
grandparents took us there to feed bread 

to the birds. As time went by, we have 
seen a decline in Port Dalhousie and we 
hope that in the future more stores will 
be opened and we can have our old Port 
Dalhousie back. 

 

My favourite store was the Port candy 
shop and we will always miss that one. 
Port is good for beach sports and fun 
times with family to enjoy “down” time 
and picnics. The pier always allowed a 
great walk or bike ride until it closed. We 

look forward to seeing an improved pier 
with perhaps more boats as well. 
 We have done many other “pay 
it forward” videos such as homeless 
makeover, Five Dollar Sundays, handing 
out Pot of Gold chocolate on Valentine’s 
Day as well as giving Dairy Queen cards 
to cyclists in our city wearing helmets. 
 I was hit by a car on September 
6, 2015, but I still have the power and 
love to help citizens in our city, homeless 
or not. All people need a good thing to 
happen to them.   
 On my daughter’s first birthday 
I handed out over 160 free Tim Horton’s 
coffee and cake cards and raised money 
for  BIAN’s (Brain Injury Association of 
Niagara) Oasis Clubhouse on Linwell in St. 
Catharines, where they help citizens with 
brain injuries like me. Nothing will stop 
our love for the city and in the future we 
are hoping to be able to continue Paying 
it Forward in St.Catharines. 
 The video of our efforts has 
received over 87,000 views with 780 
likes and 708 shares. The clean up was 
6 long hours of work from beginning 
to end. The video is available to 
the public through Jeremy Paton’s 
facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/jeremy.paton.1/videos/

The Beach Boys at Lakeside Park! 

Jeremy Patton
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Sailing craft on the Great Lakes date 
back to the 17th century when the first 

ships were constructed on Lake Ontario. 
All the earliest Great Lakes’ craft were 
brigs, schooners or sloops of traditional 
European design. Of them the schooner 
began to demonstrate its suitability for the 
confined waters and shallow rivers around 
the Great Lakes. They were lighter and 
more easily managed than square-rigged 
ships. Ease of maneuverability was also an 
important consideration around the Lakes, 
where frequent course changes were 
necessary to navigate the twisting rivers.  
 
 The waters of the Great Lakes are 
among the most treacherous in the world 
and over 4,000 wrecks are spread out 
over the expanse of all five. Unpredictable 
weather patterns ultimately claimed the 
lives of thousands of sailors and passengers 
particularly in November when shipping 
and passage on the lakes were disastrous: 
the variable air temperatures could result 
in sudden winds rising and even the 
legendary gales. 
 Between 1788 and the War of 
1812, these vessels were built for trading 
with the native Americans (furs, among 
others) as well as for supplying military 
posts and the western settlements. In 
addition, fish, salt and lumber were 
transported. By the late 1800’s, there were 
over two thousand schooners on the Great 
Lakes, hauling everything from timber to 
apples.
 During the War of 1812, the 
American and British Navies converted 
many of these schooners into battleships 
and put into military service. These ships 
were rigged fore and aft and were more 
nimble. Two of these were the Hamilton 
and the Scourge—legendary ghost ships 
that haunt the Great Lakes and now lie in 
their watery graves 10 kilometres off Port 
Dalhousie. At that time, the area of Port 
Dalhousie (not yet named) was a quiet 
farming community unaware that battles 
for this war would be fought not far off of 
its shores.
 The Hamilton (formerly an 
American vessel named Diana) was built in 
Oswego in 1809. The Scourge (Lord Nelson) 
was launched in 1811 at Niagara (Niagara-
on-the-Lake) and became part of the 
American fleet having been confiscated by 
the US Navy from its owner James Crooks 
for alleged smuggling. It was refitted with 
cannons, making it dangerously top heavy.
 Canadians find it difficult to 
believe that naval battles were fought 
on Lakes Ontario and Erie.  How did the 
warships get through the rapids and past 
Niagara Falls? They didn’t: They were made 
on shipyards on the lakes.  

 The figureheads of the ships, the 
bust and the walking figure are styles, 
which seem to have been common to the 
19th century. Of interest is the fact that the 
figurehead on the Scourge, believed to be 
of British Naval hero Lord Nelson, is shown 
with 2 arms. And this was many years after 
Nelson had lost his right arm at the Battle 
of Santa Cruz de Tenerife (1797). Also: Why 
would a ship in the US Navy have left this on 
its bow? There are 3 possible reasons: (1) 
the ship was hurried into service (2) local 
carver used an earlier image of Nelson and 

The figurehead 
on the Scourge, 

believed 
to be of 

British Naval 
hero 

Lord Nelson, 
is shown 

with 2 arms.

The wreck of
The Hamilton

 lays in 
its watery 

grave 

Legendary Ghost Ships - The Hamilton & The Scourge
The two ships from the War of 1812 sank in Lake Ontario, 10 kilometres off of Port Dalhousie 

was unaware of the amputation, and (3), 
there was a superstition among sailors that 
removing a figurehead would be bad luck.
 On August 18, 1813, Hamilton 
and Scourge of the American Squadron, 

while waiting to renew action against the 
British-Canadian Squadron, 10 km. off 
Port Dalhousie were capsized by a sudden 
squall and sunk 300 feet to the bottom 
of Lake Ontario. Fifty-three drowned, the 
largest single loss of life on the Great Lakes 
during the War of 1812. 
 The wrecks rested undisturbed 
and almost forgotten until they were 
found by a dive team in 1975 almost 
300 feet below the surface. They were 
first detected by sonar in 1973 and more 
positively identified in 1975 by side-scan 
sonar. The cold fresh water was credited 
for the preservation of the ships. 
 Ned Myers, crewman and 
survivor on the Scourge, related his 
compelling firsthand account of the sinking 
to novelist James Fennimore Cooper, 
who documented and published them in 
Ned Myers, or A Life Before the Mast. A 
logbook and the accounts of Myers helped 
to narrow the search and estimate the 
location of the ships.

For more information on The Hamilton and 
The Scourge:

1812tour.hamilton.ca/hamilton_scourge.html

Christine Robertson
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Stay in touch:
Mayor Walter Sendzik

mayor@stcatharines.ca 
905.688.5601 ext. 1540

@WSendzik /MayorSendzik

www.mayorsendzik.ca 

 @wsendzik 

Here is a report on my work on behalf of the 
residents of Port Dalhousie Ward and all of St. 
Catharines as your representative at City Council 
over the period from February through July 2017.

Review of Infill and Intensification Policies
In September 2016, Council passed a motion to 
review the City’s Official Plan policy and Zoning 
by-law standards for infill development within 
neighbourhoods and to consider criteria to 
evaluate severance applications. The key objective 
was to ensure that infill development is sensitive 
to established neighbourhoods and compatible 
with neighbouring properties. Staff worked 
diligently on this issue and held information 
meetings to obtain public input. Their detailed 
recommendations, including the development of 
urban Design Guidelines and the establishment of 
a Design Review Panel, were approved by Council 
on May 8, 2017.

Plans to Restore and Enhance Lock 1 of 
the Second Canal
 I worked with City Staff to facilitate a lease of the 
Lock 1 property (across from Murphy’s) to the 
Kiwanis who, for this work to proceed, cooperate 
with the Beautification and Works Committee 
(BWC). Rankin Construction has also offered 
support for the project and is donating some of 
the required restoration work. Unfortunately, 
the project has been delayed due largely to 
Engineering issues. As of early August, all issues 
appeared resolved and work should proceed 
quickly. 

Assistance with Restoration of Heritage 
Buildings
On March 6, 2017 Council unanimously passed my 
motion directing Staff to “review all alternative 
strategies or programs that could significantly 
increase and speed up the restoration and 
adaptive re-use of heritage buildings in the 
City.” This motion reflects my concern that many 
heritage-designated buildings (including a number 
in Port Dalhousie’s Commercial Core) sit empty 
or underutilized and are in desperate need of 
restoration. Staff are conducting their review in 
consultation with the City’s business associations 
and heritage committees. Their recommendations 
were expected in August or September.

Request to Audit Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority (NPCA)
My fellow Councillor Bruce Williamson and I have 
been at the forefront of pressing for a thorough 
investigation and forensic audit of the NPCA. This 
reflects very serious questions raised Region-
wide about the financial and human resource 
management of the NPCA and its ability to carry 
out its conservation mandate. On March 20, 2017, 
Council passed my motion to urge the NPCA to 
accept the offer from the Provincial Auditor General 
to carry out the audit. This was accompanied by 
an amendment asking the Region to withhold our 
City’s contribution to funding the NPCA until they 
accept the Auditor General’s offer.

Rehabilitation of Port Dalhousie Piers
In October 2016, Council, reflecting feedback from 
the community, unanimously passed my motion 
requesting that restoration of full pedestrian access 
and reinstatement of transient boat mooring 
facilities, be addressed within the scope of the 
engineering drawings of the rehabilitation project 
(this was undertaken by the Federal Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans, Small Craft Harbours). 
This design/engineering work was completed 
in the spring as planned. We now await funding 
commitments so construction can start some time 
after the lake levels drop sufficiently.

Lakeside Park Enhancements
Local company Brouwer Construction started its 
work in December, 2016 and, throughout winter 
and spring, worked very hard in conjunction with 
MZE Architects, to meet our target of having the 
new Pavilion, Bandshell and Playground, and 
the restored Washrooms/Concessions, ready by 
Victoria Day weekend. I attended all the twice-
monthly construction meetings to provide input 
and keep abreast. They were right on schedule 
but, unfortunately, Lake Ontario did not cooperate 
and the unprecedented flooding kept them from 
completing the final touches and opening up for 
Victoria Day. As it turned out, the Carousel opening 
had to be delayed and some facilities like the 
new Sun Shelter by the beach were still not fully 
accessible. More of the beach is now walkable and 
Staff continue to clean it up as the water recedes.

James “Chief” Smiley Report from Councillor
Carlos Garcia
Port Dalhousie Ward

7
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Bruce Williamson
Councillor,

Port Dalhousie Ward
City of St. Catharines

Potential Heritage Designation of 333 Main St
In January, Council unanimously supported my motion to: “request the St. 
Catharines Heritage Advisory Committee to consider the designation of the existing 
building as soon as possible; and ask the owners to make every effort to preserve 
the existing building and incorporate it into their development plan.”  Then, at the 
February Heritage Committee Meeting, the developer agreed, to show his good faith 
and intentions, to withdraw the demolition permit he had obtained while he awaited 
a decision on designation.  The Heritage Committee found the building worthy of 
designation and at our June 26, 2017 meeting, Council unanimously approved my 
motion to proceed with the designation.

Canada Day Carnival and Fireworks
The Port Dalhousie Lions have been organizing the carnival and fireworks for 40+ 
years. This year they had to cancel the carnival because of soft ground and flooding 
at Lakeside Park. However, we all felt it was most important not to miss the fireworks 
this 150th birthday of Canada. I worked with the Lions to plan a special fireworks 
show and passed a motion at Council to help fund any shortfall. However, the Mayor 
was able to get a number of private donors to fund the shortfall and the very special 
show took place on Canada Day.

Potential Developments in Port’s Commercial Core
I keep in contact with the principals of those considering new projects in the 
Commercial Core: On June 22, 2017, I attended an event at Pier 61 designed to 
promote the new Harbour Club development at a re-purposed Lincoln fabrics. New 
owner Sheldon Rosen introduced us to a team of professionals he has assembled. As 
of this writing, a proposal has not yet been submitted to the City.
 Also in June, Fortress filed an application with the City for a new development 
at the old Port Place tower site. As it proposes 220 condo units, this application is 
quite different from what the OMB approved (that number was 80 condo units). 
Moreover, the Fortress application does not include a hotel or theatre. The proposal 
will proceed through a full public approval process.

Secondary Plan for Port Dalhousie’s Core
In 2015, Council approved Staff’s recommendation to develop a new Secondary Plan 
(subsection of Official Plan) “to address matters including heritage conservation, 
built form, parking demand, public space, transportation and urban design and the 
Heritage Guidelines for the Core.” This is a most important plan as it will include 
specific policies on how development should proceed in the full Core area. I have 
attended every public input meeting held by the Plan’s consultants and a final 
public meeting is expected in September.

Port Dalhousie Business Association Board of Directors
I continue to work as Council’s representative on the PDBA Board and use my 
business experience to provide all possible assistance to strengthen the existing 
businesses and revitalize Port. It is always my pleasure to participate in, and 
show my support for, the opening of new businesses anywhere in the City, and 
particularly in Port Dalhousie.

Supporting Community Organizations
Along with Councilor Williamson, I continue to work closely with the volunteers 
at the Port Dalhousie Beautification and Works Committee (BWC) and other 
community organizations in Port Dalhousie Ward. The BWC has spearheaded a 
number of great projects including flower planters, garbage enclosures and the 
restoration of Lock 1 of the Second Canal. In addition to the BWC, we support the 
volunteers at the Port Dalhousie Conservancy, the Grantham Optimist Club and the 
Henley Regatta, which held its 135th annual event this year.

As always, a very special thank you to my fellow Port Dalhousie Ward Councilor 
Bruce Williamson for his invaluable advice and support.

Report from Councillor Carlos Garcia Continued from page 7 
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“Designation.” This is a word that 
strikes fear into the hearts 

of many owners of older homes, and 
some may even consider the very idea 
of designation to be anathema. There 
is a general perception that a municipal 
heritage designation circumscribes the 
rights of the home owner to make 
changes to his or her residence, and 
that the designation will make the 
property less marketable in the future. 
Yet these misconceptions could not be 
further from the truth. 

Much of Port Dalhousie is now 
contained within the boundaries of 
a Heritage Conservation District (or 
“HCD”) that was established by the City 
of St. Catharines under the provisions 
of the Ontario Heritage Act in 2001. 
(There are three other HCDs in the city: 
Queen Street, Yates Street, and Power 
Glen.) The Port HCD is roughly bounded 
by the west side of Martindale Pond, 
the harbour, and by Lake Ontario. The 
far end of the district has a somewhat 
irregular boundary, which follows 
along a line between Shelley Ave. and 
Pawling Street, then jogs out to Corbett 
Ave. and Main Street, before running in 
a south-easterly direction back towards 

Martindale Pond. 

The purpose behind the creation of 
the HCD was to ensure that the built 
heritage attributes, which provide Port 

with its unique heritage character, 
would be safeguarded in the face of any 
proposed new developments. To this 
end, seven distinct “heritage precincts” 
were identified such as the “canal, port 
and harbor area,” the “commercial 

core,” and the “cottage enclave” among 
others. The HCD was not established 
with the intention of forcing owners to 
restore their property, but rather that 
“when change is considered, heritage 

buildings and their 
defining features 
and/or materials 
are protected 
as part of that 
process of change 

and development.”  The maintenance 
and enhancement of open spaces and 
“contextual landscape features” such 
as mature street trees also fall within 
the conservation guidelines of the 
HCD. Infilling (new construction) is 
permitted within the HCD.      

It should be noted that all buildings 
within the HCD are subject to the 
requirements of the Ontario Heritage 
Act, but they are not automatically 
given individual designation. When the 
Port HCD Guidelines came into in 2003, 
individually designated properties 
were de-designated because at that 
time, the Heritage Act did not allow 
a property to be designated under 
both Parts 4 and 5.  Any application 
for a demolition permit, or a permit 
for new construction, or for significant 
renovations to an existing building, 
will require the approval of the St. 
Catharines Heritage Permit Advisory 
Committee (SCHPAC.) This committee 

What Does Heritage Designation Really Mean? 

Continued on page 10 

Designation scares people, but many of their fears are unfounded

environmental changes if these developments 
move forward, so prepare yourself. I believe 
some residents have thrown up their hands 
in exasperation and are at a point where 
they believe any development is good, just 
as long that there is “something” being built. 
After almost ten long years of developmental 
stasis, they have every right to think that way. 
Unfortunately  that attitude can pose a danger to 
any truly imaginative, creative development that 
would enhance the existing positive and unique 
characteristics of the town. 

Port Dalhousie is not a closed community as some 
believe, full of Nimbyites resisting change and 
protecting their own. Through it’s rich history its 
citizens have proudly opened their arms not only 
to residents from St. Catharines and the Niagara 
Region, but visitors from afar, eager to share in 

Continued from page 4The Only Constant is Change
the beauty and charm that is Port Dalhousie. I 
hope  all of us are fully aware of the profound and 
lasting effect these impending developments will 
have. The juggernaut of change is upon us, and 
citizens must voice their opinions loud and clear, 
without fear of retribution and derision. Then 
maybe we can come together and create a Port 
Dalhousie we and future generations wil enjoy 
for years to come.
 

“There is nothing wrong with change, 
if it is in the right direction.” 

            - Winston Churchill

“Designing a dream city is easy; rebuilding 
a living one takes imagination.”

                                       -  Jane Jacobs

Peter Wing

9



A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES10

considers each application based 
upon the guidelines found in the HCD 
study, including the age and building 
fabric of the structure, its architectural 
features, and the spaces in and around 
the property. Some of the criteria 
include the height, width and setback 
of the construction, its proportion 
and massing, choice of materials, the 
location of garages, etc. Permits are 
often approved by the committee 
provided that the construction meets 
with the standards and guidelines as 
set out for the HCD.  

A home owner may also request that his 
or her property be granted a separate 
municipal heritage designation. 
Designation under the Heritage Act 
normally applies only to the exterior 
of a building. This means that existing 
doorways, window openings, rooflines, 
etc. should be retained. The restrictions 
set into place following designation 
are not draconian. They still allow the 

homeowner the flexibility and the right 
to make renovations to the outside of 
the building (without a permit) as they 
see fit, provided that the renovations 
are not structural in nature, and 
that the completed work does not 
noticeably alter the appearance of the 
building. For instance, the owner of a 
designated property may still install 
new storm or replacement windows, 
storm or new doors, repair porches 
and steps, make roofing repairs, install 
exterior cladding, build a rear deck 
or patio, select appropriate paint 
colours, etc. New construction, such 
as an addition made to a designated 
building, or any demolition to the 
structure that affects its external 
appearance, will require a permit. New 
additions are encouraged to be built 
at the rear or on an unobtrusive side 
of a designated property. The addition 
need not be built to match the style of 
the existing structure, and its massing 
should not dominate or overpower 

Continued from page 9 

the heritage building or the houses on 
the neighboring properties. Interior 
alterations and renovations which are 
not structural in nature do not require 
a permit or the approval of the SCHPAC. 

There is an additional benefit or 
incentive to heritage designation: 
limited grants are currently available 
from the city, which are designed 
to assist the owner of a designated 
property to defray a portion of 
the cost of the work performed in 
connection with the maintenance 
and/or restoration of the premises. 
This “incentives package” is presently 
under review. 
    
For further information about the 
heritage designation process and 
HCDs, please contact Kevin Blozowski 
in the Planning and Building Services 
department for the City of St. Catharines 
(905-688-5601 ext. 1710.)     

What Does Heritage Designation Really Mean? 

Brian Narhi

The City will be hosting an Open House 
to receive your comments or concerns 
regarding an application for a Zoning 
By-law Amendment and Official Plan 
Amendment for the lands located 
at 12 & 16 Lock Street; 12 Lakeport 
Road, before a staff recommendation 
is finalized and a decision is made by 
Council.

The proposed Official Plan Amendment 
and Zoning By-law Amendment requests 
changes to the site-specific policies 
that apply to these lands, including: 
an increase the number of permitted 
apartment dwelling units, a decrease 
in the required amount of commercial 
uses, removal of a theatre and a hotel 
as required uses, a reduction in the 
required parking, and changes to 
specific building height and setback 
requirements.

September 27, 2017, 6 pm 
Port Dalhousie Lions Club, 

201 Main Street, 
St. Catharines.

Most Important to Attend
and Voice Your Opinions! 
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AUTO REPAIR • TIRES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES

HARVEY HAINER

1198 THIRD ST. LOUTH RR#3
ST. CATHARINES, ON  L2R 6P9

TEL:

FAX:

905.934.2331
905.934.5642

hainersdiscount@bellnet.ca

FOR ALL YOUR 
AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

25 Main Street Port Dalhousie 905.938.0479

Come in,
sit back,

relax and make 
yourself

Wonderful!

Come in,
sit back,

relax and make 
yourself

Wonderful!

A few weeks ago I went to Ottawa for the conference 
of the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

(AMO). The drive took me past Smith’s Falls and several 
National Historic Sites all pointing to the significance of 
the Rideau Canal. The Rideau is still operational and it 
serves, from Kingston to Ottawa, as a recreational canal. 
In terms of freight and product shipping its commercial 
significance vanished almost as soon as it was finished as 
its function was taken over by trains. Now its commercial 
value lies in tourism and canal side businesses, that have 
grown up along this recreational waterway. 
 I stopped in Perth and saw many waterfront 
cafes and restaurants along the water’s edge – obviously 
to serve the tourists –  and this type of development can 
be seen all along the waterway from Kingston to Ottawa. 
 This reminded me of the many remnants of 
the second Welland Canal to be seen in St. Catharines. 
The Second Canal was built of the same Stone and steel 
technology as the Rideau. The only difference is that the 
Welland Canal has had to be adapted to modern times at 
several points in time since then and continues to do so 
as the Federal Government via the St. Lawrence Seaway 
Management Corporation adapts to the ever-changing 
needs of International shipping. 
 As a consequence the 2nd Welland Canal with 
all the work of 18th century stonemasons and labourers 
has been left abandoned as a relic of history. Fortunately 
much of the 2nd Canal from Port Dalhousie, through St. 
Catharines, Merritton and Thorold has survived intact 

The Second Welland Canal- A Unique Historical Treasure

in various places and can still be seen, even though it 
is used for little more than a storm drain. However, it is 
controlled by the City of St. Catharines and of Thorold. 
 It seems to me that, by encouraging tourism, we 
have a unique opportunity to bring significant commercial 
value back to the second canal. Even though there is no 
boat traffic anymore, waterfront activity and canal side 
businesses similar to those along the Rideau could spring 
up. Just imagine signs on the QEW and Waterfront trail 
promoting the 2nd Welland Canal as a National Historic 
Site. We have these remnants in parks in Port Dalhousie 
as well as in Mountain Locks Park in Thorold. 
 It would be a great development for the entire 
region if we could acquire National Historic designation 
and so, possibly, gain access to Federal funding to develop 
this unique treasure. 
 The effort to win Historic Site designation is 
currently being renewed through the Niagara Region 
from the offices of our Local MP’s. Recently, Councilor 
David Haywood raised the issue at St. Catharines council. 
Designating the 2nd Welland Canal as a National Historic 
Site  -  wouldn’t this be a great way to celebrate Canada’s 
150th birthday?  It seems to me that, as one of the 
country’s most significant building blocks right here in 
Niagara, it merits this kind of attention. If we all pull 
together to make it happen in 2017, I am confident it 
can be done. We need your support. So speak to your 
political representatives and encourage them to set the 
wheels in motion.  

Let’s promote the 2nd Welland Canal as a National Historic Site

From Ottawa to Kingston, 
communities and towns 
have benefitted from the 
Rideau Canal National 
Historic Site.

Bruce Timms
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The Rideau Canal 
in Perth, Ontario
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An Update From Your Beautification & Works Committee

Hey Everybody,
Unfortunately by the time you read 
this the summer will be over….time 
certainly does fly.  Let’s get everybody 
caught up on the Port Dalhousie 
initiatives that your BWC is dealing 
with:
The renovation of Lock 1 
right across the street from Murphy’s.  
This project was uncontrollably delayed 
by the high water levels of Lake Ontario. 
We have now fixed the weather control 
machine and water levels are dropping.  
Apparently a rogue squirrel got into 
the control room and turned it to the 
“Noah’s Ark” setting. Needless to say, 
the squirrel has been duly disciplined.  
Barring any other “natural” setbacks, 
the work in the Lock should take place 

in Oct-Nov, so everything should be 
completed well before Christmas.

BWC-NRC photo contest  
Your BWC has partnered with the 
Niagara Restoration Council to sponsor 
a photo contest for youth and kids.  
There are cash prizes in different age 
categories for kids who like to get out in 
the nature of Port Dalhousie and take 
photos.  It’s a great way to get our kids 
involved in the community and learn 
about nature while maybe winning 
some back to school funds. Read more 
about it elsewhere in this publication.

Pollinator Gardens  
It was an excellent year for the 
pollinators and those gardens are 

really starting to come 
into their own. You may 
say that Rennie Island 
is looking a little bit 
raggedy, but be patient 
with it because in 
another year or two you 
will be amazed at the 
transformation. 
I personally saw 3 
Monarch butterflies 
this year and it appears 

that Port Dalhousie is becoming the 
place to be seen – especially if you’re 
a butterfly.   

Flowers.  
What more can we say except what a 
year it was for the flowers!  Gardens 
were planted in the remnants of the 
Port Mansion and we already have 
bigger and better ideas for next year.  
The street pots and the wooden boxes…
everything floral did exceptionally 
well this year, but you already knew 
that.  Hereby we want to thank the 
community volunteers for taking care 
of the flowers.  Watering, weeding, 
grooming –  it was an all-volunteer 
effort. Way to go, Garden Committee! 

Holy Cross Catholic SS 
The students of the construction class 
designed and made all of the garbage 
boxes that can be seen around Port as 
well as the planter benches that are 
placed on the old Port Mansion site… 
more of these projects to follow.

Abbey Mews  
Discussions are ongoing with city 
staff to enable us to get on with work 
at Abbey Mews Park in the cottage 

district.  Watch for a volunteer call-out 
around October to kick off this project.

Core Development  
Most of you are aware that new 
plans for the development downtown 
have been announced.  This is a 
reminder that your BWC takes no 
stand on any private developments 
in Port Dalhousie.  Our interest is the 
development and sustaining of a great 
community that remains inclusive for 
all of St Catharines and beyond.

If you have a great idea for Port, or 
some volunteer energy to give to it, we 
would love to hear from you.  This is 
our extraordinary community and it is 
our responsibility to keep it that way.

Yours in BWC

The Port Dalhousie Beautification and Works Committee is a volunteer citizen-driven organization 
dedicated to the beautification, preservation and enhancement of Port Dalhousie

EMAIL: portdalhousie@yahoo.com
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Big Yellow Taxi
by Joni Mitchell

They paved paradise 
And put up a parking lot 
With a pink hotel, a boutique 
And a swinging hot spot 

Don’t it always seem to go 
That you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone 
They paved paradise 
And put up a parking lot

They took all the trees 
Put ‘em in a tree museum  
And they charged all the people 
A dollar and a half just to see ‘em 

Don’t it always seem to go 
That you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone 
They paved paradise 
And put up a parking lot

Hey farmer farmer 
Put away that DDT now 
Give me spots on my apples 
But leave me the birds and the 
bees Please! 

Don’t it always seem to go 
That you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone 
They paved paradise 
And put up a parking lot

Late last night
I heard the screen door slam
And a big yellow taxi
Took away my old man

Don’t it always seem to go
That you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone
They paved paradise
And put up a parking lot

They paved paradise
And put up a parking lot

Joni’s lyrics are still relevant...

A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES 13



A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES14

Good Times at the 
Port Dalhousie 

Reunion!

Photography by Dave Robinson
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Chris Bittle 
Member of Parliament — St. Catharines 

Community Office 
61 Geneva St. Unit 1, St. Catharines, ON K1N 1K8 
905.934.MPMP (6767) · Chris.Bittle@parl.gc.ca 

www.ChrisBittleMP.ca 

@ChrisBittleMP  @BittleC 

@Chris_Bittle 

September 29, 30, October 1
Culture Days
Red Forest Gallery, 17 Lock Street, hosts ‘Art Out 
Where You Can See It’. Through the three days, 
guest artists hold demonstration sessions, mini-
workshops for the interested public. Neighbouring 
businesses hold activities in which the public can 
participate. Culture Days is a co-ordinated activity 
in communities across Canada.

October 21 at 11 am to Oct 22 at 6 pm
Oktoberfest 2017
Lock Street and Hogan’s Alley, Port Dalhousie, ON
Celebrate the traditions of a German Oktoberfest, 
right here in Niagara with authentic style
foods, live music and craft beer vendors.

October 28 to November 11th
Port Dalhousie Legion Poppy Campaign
Legion Members, Air Cadets, and other Volunteers 
will be distributing Poppies during this
time. Poppy Donation Boxes will be distributed to 
local businesses that support our
Campaign. ALL money collected goes towards 
supporting our Veterans, their families,
Cadets, and youth programs.

November 2nd at 7:00 pm
Port Dalhousie Legion 
Veterans Dinner
All are welcome to attend this annual event. 
Tickets are $30 each which includes a guest 
speaker and a Symposium. All veterans, their 
spouses, caregivers and minor dependents 
are complimentary as a courtesy of the 
poppy campaign. Contact the Legion for more 
information. 

Community Events

It is often been said that if you can’t 
score a goal on a net that is too small 

you simply move the goal posts until 
you can. The city of St. Catharines 
has been doing this with parking over 
the last number of years. Originally 
when we were talking about parking 
in Port Dalhousie the spaces were 
2.75 metres wide and in many cases 
in shopping areas like Costco, the 
city requested 3 metre wide parking 
spaces. We are now officially down 
to 2.6 metres and for those of us who 
drive pickup trucks we know that 
we are now getting more and more 
dings in our doors. Unfortunately the 
theory that cars are getting smaller 
goes up and down with the price of 
gas not because that’s what people 
actually want. 
 In the original parking 
requirements for condominiums in 
Port, the ratio of spaces to condo 
units was 1.75 per unit. In approving 

Are We Moving the Goal Posts? 

the “Beaches” development the 
city exempted themselves from the 
requirement and reduced the ratio 
to 1.5 spaces per unit. In the current 
proposal the city is being asked to 
approve 1 space per unit which is 
similar to what is required in Toronto. 
 The theory behind all this is 
that we live in an aging society, and 
that many of us love to use public 
transit, Uber, as well as biking and 
walking for exercise so we don’t need 
all these spaces. The problem we face 
as a Port Dalhousie community is that 
we are not Toronto and we certainly 
don’t have all the amenities or transit 
systems Toronto has which makes it 
easier for citizens to do without cars. 
 If the city keeps moving 
the goal posts maybe we will soon 
not need cars at all. Is this realistic?  
Hardly!  

November 5th at 10 am
The Port Dalhousie Remembrance 
Day Parade
The Parade leaves from the Port Dalhousie 
Legion, 57 Lakeport Road, at 10:00 am
marching to the Cenotaph at the corner of 
Main and Ann Streets in Port Dalhousie
where the Remembrance Ceremony will take 
place. After the Ceremony, participants,
guests, and spectators will be invited back to 
the Legion for food and refreshments.

Saturday November 18, 2017
St George’s Anglican Church Annual 
Christmas Bazaar
Doors open 10am-2pm (use side door)
Featuring crafts, knitting and sewing, vintage 
items, attic treasures, gourmet foods and 
preserves and baked items
Also a Café Lunch will be available
Contact: dcunningham@sympatico.ca

December 7 to December 17th
2nd Annual Port Dalhousie 
Christmas Market
Hogan’s Alley
Admission is free but we kindly ask that 
you bring a non-perishable food item for 
Community Care. Bins will be located at the 
Christmas Market entrance.

Every Friday
The Port Dalhousie Legion Holds a Fish Fry 
from 4 to 7 pm. Everyone is welcome. All the 
Fish Fry workers are Legion Volunteers. One 
or two piece of 7 ounce haddock dinners are 
available for purchase which include french 
fries, coleslaw, and bread.Onion rings and 
mushy peas are also available.

Beware The Parking Space Squeeze

We provide free listings for any Port Dalhousie (or vicinity) area events that benefit local charities or community organizations and 
would be of interest to Port residents, vendors and visitors. It is at the discretion of the editorial team to include or exclude submitted 
events. Submissions are due by the 15th of the month prior to publication and can be sent to editor.portreporter@gmail.com.
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