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Become a Henley Volunteer
www.henleyregatta.ca/en/
volunteer.php

Interested in becoming part of the Henley 
tradition and volunteering your time and 
talents? It's simple. Go online (see above) and 
fill in the following:

First Name, Last Name,Address, City, Phone 
Number, E-Mail, How would you like to help?

The organizers will get back to you promptly. 
You will feel like you are contributing to your 
community and will help to make the 130th 
Regatta a memorable event.

See page 4 for rates for day and week passes.

The 130th Regatta will be held: 
(Masters) August 5th, 2012 & (Henley 
& Adaptive)August 7th - 12th, 2012

Calendar of Events - Henley 
Week:
Saturday, August 4th @ 12 noon: Race Course Opens 
for Masters (ONLY) for on-water training.

Sunday, August 5th: Masters Events will race starting in 
the a.m.

Monday, August 6th @ 6:00 am: Race Course Opens 
for on-water training.

Monday, August 6th from 7:30 p.m.: Opening 
Ceremony at the Grandstand

Tuesday, August 7th: Start of Race Week.

Saturday, August 11th: Dash for Cash.

Saturday, August 11th: Giveaways@ the Grandstand.

Sunday, August 12th: Adaptive Events start the final 
day's racing.

www.henleyregatta.ca/en/photos.php

 Integrity in Politics       page 2

 Fundraiser for Eleanor       page 2

 Ode to Port       page 3

 Heritage Policy Reversal         page 3

 Henley Admission Rates       page 4

 How Long Food Lasts       page 4

  Battle of Ridgeway       page 5

 Blue Box Program Expands   page 5

 Port Tower Update       page 6

Canada Day Song?       page 6

 Niagara's Daredevils       page 7

 West Nile Virus News       page 8

Legion Branch 350 Gift         page 8

 Resignation:Heritage Committee  p.9 

 One Great Idea       page 10

 BME Improvement Project     page 10

 Herb Carnegie (cont'd)       page 11

 Dragon Boat Festival       page 12

 Dirty Dozen Foods       page 12

 Mac Outpost to Lake St.       page 13

 9 Things That Will Disappear:     p.14

 War of 1812 Stories         pages 15/16

an all-volunteer, non-profit, community newspaper since 2005, serving the community of 
Port Dalhousie and the City of St. Catharines



Undeterred, Eleanor has now appealed the Judge's 
decision to the Ontario Superior Court. Her efforts 
are truly admirable but they have come at a high 
and increasing cost. The candidates are fighting 
extremely hard to avoid an audit (Why?). The 
lawyers acting for three candidates are also the 
lawyers for the developer who made the donations. 
One questions who is fighting so hard to avoid an 
audit given the conflict in representation, the 
contributor or the candidates? On top of that they 
want her to pay their legal costs as they fight to 
avoid an audit, more than $20,000. They have 
attacked her venerable character and questioned 
her motives.

This for trying to uphold the spirit of the MEA 
which is meant to ensure a level playing field for 
candidates and that special interests will not have 
undue influence on Municipal Councils.

As you can see, Eleanor really needs your help. 
Please attend the fundraiser on July 7th. You will 
not only help raise funds for her defense but, with 
your presence, you will show support for the spirit 
of the MEA and integrity in politics. There will be 
great speakers, appetizers, music and a cash bar 
(see poster attached).

This event will be attended by hundreds of people 
from across the Niagara Region who will be 
looking to their elected officials to support 
Integrity in Politics. We hope you choose to be 
there.

You can reserve your ticket (s) today by:

• Visiting: http://integrityinpolitics.eventbrite.com/

• You may also email 
ShowYouCare@IntegrityInPolitics.ca or call (905) 
228-1132.

Sincerely,

Jeff Loucks and Andrew Gill

Chief Fund Raisers

On Behalf of the Integrity in Politics 
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Do You Support Integrity in 
Politics?

Following the 2010 Municipal Election, Eleanor Lancaster, a 
former three time regional councilor read a news report in which 
one political contributor stood out and spoke about contributing 
thousands of dollars to various candidates. These candidates used 
the funds during the election and a majority of them were elected. 
In some cases these contributions made up as much as 50% of the 
campaign finances of some candidates. It was clear from the 
article; the contributions had led to a sizable influence in the 
regional and city councils. Eleanor began a personal investigation 
which lead to a request for an audit.
The contributor was a developer who claimed "businesses that 
share an owner or director can each contribute up to $750 to the             

same would-be politician". He had spent over 
$13,000 on various candidates.

Based on her political experience this 
seemed wrong to Eleanor and the 
Municipal Elections Act (MEA) 
confirmed this. Contributors as defined 
by the MEA, are limited $750 to each 
candidate and $5,000 per municipal race 
for all candidates. As a concerned citizen, 
she requested an audit under the MEA to 
look into the campaign expenses of 
candidates in close races who received 
over-contributions.

Eleanor is one of Niagara's truly 
outstanding citizens. Most notably to this 
matter she is a former three-time 
Regional Councilor and the past 
president of Goodwill Niagara where she 
served 7 years as President. (see 
www.integrityinpolitics.ca ). So, why 
does she need your help?

After her filing, both the contributor and 
the candidates in question admitted the 
contributions contravened the MEA. In 
fact, other candidates also came forth 
with the same admission having received 
money from the same contributor. 
However, the candidates pleaded 
ignorance and said they would pay the 
money back. This baffled Eleanor since 
she always understood such contributions 
were illegal and, to pay the money back 
after the election, did not address the 
impact on the election or the influence 
private interests might have going 
forward. Moreover, could one be sure 
there were no other irregularities without 
an audit?

It has been a frustrating legal battle since. 
The Niagara Compliance Audit 
Committee ruled that audits were not 
necessary because the candidates paid the 
money back and to save taxpayers the 
cost of the audits. Eleanor then went to 
the Ontario Court of Justice, at her own 
expense, and Judge Harris essentially 
deferred to the Committee. In Eleanor's 
words: "This just says to any candidates, 
load up your coffers with whatever 
corporations or companies want to make 
sure you get elected, and if nobody 
catches you, well, fine”. "And if you do 
get caught, you can pay it back after the 
fact and you're off scot-free."

 summer
 2012
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Ode to Port
And though you want to last forever,
You know you never will,
You know you never will,
And the good-bye makes the journey harder still.
~Cat Stevens~
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A REVERSAL OF HERITAGE POLICY AT CITY HALL?
Staff Contradicts Heritage Committee: Not Once But Twice

Something is very different at City Hall since a new Director of Planning and City 
Solicitor were hired. It has been nearly nine years since the City and the OMB 
confirmed the designation of Port Dalhousie as a Heritage Conservation District 
(HCD) under the Ontario Heritage Act (OHA). Council then formed the Port 
Dalhousie Heritage Committee “to advise and assist Council on all heritage-related 
matters within the HCD". This is the Committee’s responsibility and mandate under 
the OHA and, in all the years since designation, Staff had never once recommended 
to Council something different from what the Committee recommended. Even when 
Planning recommended approval of the Port Tower, it did not contradict the 
Committee’s rejection of their Heritage Permit and Council also rejected it.
    Then came the Heritage Committee meeting on April 27, 2012. Tower developer 
PDVC proposed huge changes to the OMB- approved Heritage Conservation 
Strategy that they themselves had submitted to the Board. The changes amounted to 
demolishing most of the historic Lakeside Hotel and an original 1860 wall of the Port 
mansion. They claimed these changes were just “refinements” (in whose dictionary?) 
and necessary because of problems with water in building the underground parking –
something they had been long apparent. 
    The Committee did not buy that these were minor changes and unanimously 
passed a motion that “The Committee rejects the proposed changes because they are 
contrary to the OMB decision and because they would result in significant loss of 
heritage and, the committee encourages Council and the applicant to explore all 
potential planning and engineering alternatives". Despite this VERY strong motion, 
the Planning Department ignored the Committee and  and recommended approval. 
Not only that but, the Legal Department supported PDVC’s curious claim that the 
changes did not violate the OMB decision. Councillors did what they so often do and 
on May 7th voted with Staff’s recommendation.
    This happened again at the Council meeting on June 4th. The Heritage Committee 

rejected the Heritage Permit application for the 6-7 storey condo by the Park 
proposed at the foot of Dalhousie Ave. The Committee felt that, even though it 
was an attractive design for the unique location, it contravened the Heritage 
Guidelines by being higher than the 2 storeys allowed and not maintaining the 
low profile. Once again, Planning ignored the Committee and the Legal 
Department also ignored the fact than in an HCD the Heritage Act takes 
precedence and Council “shall not pass a by-law” that contradicts the District 
Plan.
    This proved too much for Mr. Paul Molnar -one of the volunteers on the 
Committee who felt it was wrong for Staff and Council to ignore the Heritage 
Guidelines. Feeling he was wasting his time, Mr. Molnar resigned in frustration 
(see resignation letter on page 9. 
    What happens next? You certainly cannot blame developers for submitting 
proposals that contravene some policies in order to maximize return for their 
shareholders. It is Staff’s responsibility to ensure the policies are adhered to and 

t h e y h a v e n o w t w i c e i g n o r e d 
contraventions pointed out by the Heritage 
Committee. Staff may in fact pose a greater 
threat to Port’s remaining heritage than do 
developers. Council must decide whether 
they care about this 
heritage.
 

 summer
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HOW LONG FOOD REALLY LASTS IN THE FRIDGE
Common items spoil faster than you think
You might be surprised to learn mayonnaise should be tossed from the refrigerator 
three months after opening it. Same with salad dressing. And did you know that 
eggs are good for up to five weeks? The shelf life of different foods can get 
confusing so we did some research (thanks, WebMD!) and mapped out some 
guidelines to make it clearer. Not only is some food going bad before you think, 
some is good much longer than you've probably assumed!
Milk 
Milk should be dumped no more than five days after the sell-by date (and sooner if 
your nose tells you differently). 
Cream Cheese 
Cream cheese can be used for two weeks after opening before going bad and sour 
cream can last up to 21 days (though we suggest doing a smell test-some brands 
only last seven to14 days.) Remember, once a package is opened, sell-by dates don't 
apply.
Butter or Margarine 
Butter lasts one to three months (longer in the freezer!), while margarine can hang 
out four or five months. 
Cheese 
Love brie? Make sure to eat it fast because this and other soft cheeses should be 
tossed after seven days or it will get super moldy, super fast. But all hard cheeses,
  (continued on page 11)
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The Battle of Ridgeway, 
June 2, 1866.
June 2 of this year marks the 150th  anniversary 
of the last invasion of Canada, best known to 
Canadian students as the Battle of Ridgeway. 
One day before the battle a force of 1,000 “battle 
hardened veterans” crossed the Niagara River 
from the shoreline of Buffalo, landing at Fort 
Erie in the days before any bridges spanned the 
river.
    These were Irish-Americans and this was to be 
the last of the Fenian Raids. The aim of the 
Fenians in launching this assault was to pressure 
the British to “free Ireland.” For the first time 
this force claimed to be the Irish Republican 
Army. While the invaders considered themselves 
to be liberators, many Canadian newspapers saw 
them in a different light preferring to call them 
cut-throats.
  This was the year before Confederation. Canada 
was caught off-guard and hastened to organize 
soldiers of the regular army and supporting 
members of the militia to stem the invasion.  In 
total 850 Canadians were rushed into battle. Most 
of those making up the defending force had little 
military training and included students from the 
University of Toronto, farm workers, merchants 
and others anxious to fight to repel the invaders, 
and support the units of the Queen’s Own Rifle 
Regiment from Toronto.
 The ‘Cyclopedia of Canada’ mentions that 
Captain Dixon’s unit “was badly cut up in the 
battle.”

    The Fenians were better armed as 
well as being well trained fighting 
men with years of army experience 
gained during the United States Civil
War. That conflict was one of the bloodiest in U.S. 
history, claiming an estimated 800,000 lives. In contrast 
the number of Canadians killed fighting for their country 
in the Battle of Ridgeway is listed at exactly nine.
    The Canadians were defeated by their inexperience and 
their poor communications. Those positioned at the front 
had limited ammunition and no hope of further supplies, 
while a flurry of orders from those “in charge” led to utter 
confusion amongst the men doing the fighting.
   Despite their successes the Fenians decided to withdraw 
to Fort Erie, aiming to return to the safety of Buffalo. 
They feared that Canadian forces would be assembling to 
counter attack. However U.S. gunboats were by now 
blockading the Niagara River which  prevented the 
Fenians from receiving further supplies or reinforcements. 
As a result many of the would-be invaders ended up as 
prisoners aboard U.S. naval vessels.
  Although there were few fatalities, the wounded were 
numerous. Many were moved by rail and cart to St. 
Catharines where the new General and Marine Hospital 
had recently opened on Cherry Street. It was far too small 
to accommodate the numbers, and so the upper floor of 
the St. Catharines Town Hall was hastily converted into a 
treatment center for the Canadian wounded from the 
Battle of Ridgeway.

Pierre Cruddlestix,
 staff writer.
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Blue Box Program Expands to Include 
All Empty Plastic Packaging and 
Containers

Niagara Region, May 11, 2012 - Niagara Region has 
expanded its Blue Box recycling program to include #3 
and #7 plastic containers and packaging. Now, all 
numbered plastic containers and packaging are accepted 
(#1 through #7), as well as plastics with multiple 
numbers and plastics without numbers.
Number three plastics may be found in items such as 
window cleaner bottles, shampoo bottles, cooking oil 
bottles, clear food packaging and molded plastic 
packaging commonly used to package electronics or 
small toys. Number seven plastics can be found in items 
such as beverage and food containers. These plastics can 
now be placed in your Blue Box for collection at the curb 
each week.
The Region has launched a "Recycling Ins and Outs" 
campaign to create awareness about the ease of recycling 
in Niagara. The campaign messages are simple:

• Recycling is easy in Niagara
• No need to look for the plastic number
• All clean containers and plastic packaging are 

accepted for recycling
• If it is not a container or it is not plastic packaging, it 

means it is not accepted for recycling
• Properly separating recyclables before they are 

picked-up at the curb makes recycling easier 
and the material more valuable

Items such as plastic toys, children's pools, lawn edging, 
hangers, water filters and VHS tapes are not accepted in 
Niagara's recycling program since they are not 
containers or packaging materials. Unacceptable items 
will not be collected.

Although grocery bags and recyclable film (i.e. dry 
cleaner bags, outer wrap from pop cases, toilet tissue 
packaging and paper towel packaging) are made of 
plastic, these materials must be placed in the Grey Box. 
The Grey Box is typically used for the collection of fibre 
materials such as newspapers, boxboard and cardboard; 
however, it must also be used for plastic grocery bags 
and plastic film. Place plastic bags and recyclable film 
together inside one plastic bag, tie the handles together 
and then place it in the Grey Box for curbside pick-up.

"Retired businessman Bud Phelan displays the medal earned 
by his great, great, uncle for services during the final Fenian 
attack on Canada. It's engraved; 'Trooper John Phelan, Battle 
of Ridgeway, 1866' and carries on the obverse side the image 
of Queen Victoria. Trooper Phelan was a cavalryman in the 
unit headed by Captain Dixon of the Toronto based Queen's 
Own Regiment. His brother was Canon Alexander Dixon of 
Port Dalhousie's Anglican Church, 1850-1875. The Phelan 
family ran a leading grocery store on Queen Street, St 
Catharines from 1896 until Bud, who served overseas in 
WW11, retired in 1993."

"We are the Fenian Brotherhood, skilled in the arts of war,
And we're going to fight for Ireland, the land we adore,
Many battles we have won, along with the boys in blue,
And we'll go and capture Canada, for we've nothing else to do."

-Fenian soldier's song
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PORT TOWER UPDATE – 
SUMMER 2012
Many residents keep asking: What is 
happening with the Tower? Are they ever 
going to build it? 
    Some of you may have read the recent 
article in the Standard where the developer 
claims they will now be starting their much 
ballyhooed sales campaign in June (this is 
about the fourth time they have said they are 
ready but, now it actually looks like their 
model suite may finally be ready). Of course, 
despite the condos having been for sale for 
years, they claim they haven’t really tried 
hard and have actually sold 10 % already (that 
would be 8 units vs. the 6 they claimed over a 
year ago).
    It has been over three years since they won 
at the OMB. Since then they seem to be 
working hard at getting out of the OMB 
conditions You will recall that they have said 
they want to get rid of the theatre they 
proposed. This theatre was sold to the OMB 
as the cornerstone to their revitalization effort 
yet, their website now advertises a Grocery 
Store instead –something neither Council nor 
the OMB have approved.  Will there be

second thoughts on the commitment to pay to reconstruct the 
Lakeside Park parking lot because it is no longer needed for a 
theatre?"
"In addition, they have moved some distance from their own 
Heritage Conservation Strategy and now intend to demolish 
original walls of the Port Mansion (1860) and the Lakeside 
Hotel (1896) because "More detailed testing has apparently 
revealed the site has more serious water problems than 
initially anticipated." Hello??? They have just discovered that 
there are water problems building underground parking lots 
below the level of Lake Ontario??  Of course, they will 
demolish these walls but then re-build them. Is this heritage 
preservation?"    Before they start, they want to have 60 or 
70% presold. Can they achieve this at those very high prices? 
The prices seem totally 
out of line but time will 
tell. In the meantime, our 
latest check with the 
City’s Building 
Department confirms they 
DO NOT have any 
demolition or building 
permits.

CANADA DAY 2012
The Historica-Dominion Institute in responding to the #LoveCanada project 
created the following: Sung to the tune of "These Are A Few Of My Favourite 
Things" (with humble apologies to Julie Andrews)

Coffee from Timmies and Frenchmen on ice skates 
Hockey in all forms and poutine on large plates. 
Accessible healthcare, Shatner when he sings, 
These are a few of our favourite things!

The Famous Five and heading true North-ward,
Railways and Rockies and time that is standard.
Freezing cold winters, and "never-quite" Springs,
These are a few of our favourite things!

Obsessive politeness, colourful Northern Lights-ness,
Acceptance, affection and all-human rights-ness.
Riel, Sir John A, A.G Bell when he rings,
These are a few of our favourite things!

When the snow blinds
When the salt stains
When the Black Flies bite
We simply remember our favourite things....
And everything is all alright!  (Eh?)

 summer
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sense of history  put the guilt of his death on them.
He was buried in Charlotte Cemetery, near where his 
body was found. A wooden board (now gone) was 
placed over his grave. It read: "Sam Patch – Such is 
Fame".
Legacy
Sam's legacy continued to build in the years following 
his death. He became a popular folk hero in both 
written poems and stories as well as the hero of a series 
of theatrical plays by actor Danforth Marble entitled 
Sam Patch the Yankee Jumper, followed by Sam Patch 
at Home, a London Tour of Sam Patch in France, and 
Sam Patch the Jumper (1844). President Andrew 
Jackson named his horse Sam Patch in Sam's honor.
Wikipedia article

the port reporter
NIAGARA S DAREDEVILS
Sam Patch (1799 – November 13, 1829), known as 
"The Yankee Leaper", became the first famous 
American daredevil after successfully jumping from a 
raised platform into the Niagara River near the base 
of Niagara Falls in 1829.
Early life
Sam Patch was born to Mayo Greenleaf Patch and 
Abigail McIntire and was the fifth child of the family 
that included Molly, Greenleaf, Nabby, Samuel (died 
as an infant), Samuel, and Issac.
Sam was raised in Pawtucket, Rhode Island where he 
began working as a child laborer spinning cotton in a 
mill. When he was not working, he entertained other 
boys by jumping off the mill dam. By his early 20s he 
was working at a mill in Paterson, New Jersey, and 
was jumping off ever-higher spots. He was beginning 
to attract crowds for his well-advertised stunts. On 
September 30, 1827, he jumped off the 70-foot 
Passaic Falls in New Jersey, pleasing a large crowd 
that had gathered. He repeated this jump at least two 
more times. On August 11, 1828 Patch jumped 100 
feet at Hoboken, New Jersey. He became known in 
the press as "Patch the New Jersey Jumper." Patch 
continued his career jumping from bridges, factory 
walls, and ship's masts.
Niagara Falls
In the fall of 1829, Patch gained fame by leaping into 
the Niagara River near the base of Niagara Falls. 
Patch was the star attraction at an event designed to 
draw visitors to the falls. A 125-foot ladder was 
extended over the river below Goat Island opposite 
the Cave of the Winds. Less than an hour before the 
scheduled noon jump, a chain securing the ladder to 
the cliff wall snapped, breaking 15 feet from the 
ladder. Rescheduled for 4 PM, Patch jumped on time. 

A boat circled near the entry point, but Patch did 
not appear. When he was finally spotted on the 
shore, a great roar went up from the crowd.
Bad weather and the delay in his arrival drew a 
disappointingly small crowd for this jump, so 
Patch announced he would repeat the feat a 
second time October 17. A few days later, 
10,000 gathered to watch him keep his word.
Following his feat at Niagara falls, Sam Patch 
achieved nationwide fame. His name became a 
household word and his slogan "[s]ome things 
can be done as well as others" became a popular 
slang expression across the nation.
Rochester
Shortly after, Patch went to Rochester, New 
York, to challenge the 99-foot High Falls of the 
Genesee River. On Friday November 6, 1829, in 
front of an estimated 7,000 to 8,000 spectators, 
Patch went out onto a rock ledge in the middle 
of the falls. He first threw a pet bear cub over 
the falls and the cub managed to swim safely to 
shore. Patch then successfully jumped after the 
bear.

Last jump
His first jump into the Genesee River  raised a 
disappointing amount of money, so he decided 
to repeat the stunt one week later on November 
13, 1829 (Friday the 13th). This time, he 
increased the height of the jump to 125 feet by 
constructing a 25-foot stand. Accounts from the 
8,000 present differ on whether he actually 
jumped or fell, but he did not achieve his 
normal feet-first vertical entry. A loud impact 
was heard and he never surfaced. Rumors were 
passed that he had hidden in a cave at the base 
of the falls, and was enjoying all the excitement 
he had created. But his frozen body was found 
in the ice early the next spring by Silas Hudson. 
Local ministers and newspapers were quick to 
blame the crowd for urging him to jump, and 

How to Store Fresh Produce
Grocery bags brimming with fresh produce from the 
market? Avoid the temptation to put everything together 
in one basket when you get home. By storing fruits, 
vegetables and herbs properly, your finds will stay as 
flavorful as possible. Click through for basic storage tips 
and tricks that'll keep everything in tip-top shape-and 
ensure nothing (including your cash) goes to waste.

Tomatoes
Store ripe tomatoes at room temperature for up to three 
days. (They get mushy and lose flavor in the fridge.)

Potatoes and Onions
Both can be stored in paper, cloth or mesh in a cool, dark 
place for a month, but separately: Onions absorb 
moisture from the potatoes and emit ethylene gas, which 
speeds potatoes' sprouting and decay.

Apples
They'll remain crisp for up to six weeks if refrigerated in 
a loosely sealed plastic bag.
Try these 3 fresh twists on classic apple pie.

Herbs
Refrigerate parsley, cilantro and mint in sealed plastic 
bags for up to a week; thyme, rosemary and chives for 
up to two weeks. Basil leaves can blacken in the fridge; 
place the stems in a glass of water, loosely cover with a 
plastic bag and keep on a countertop for up to a week.

Citrus
Refrigerate citrus fruits for up to three 
weeks. (Bring them to room 
temperature before squeezing to get 
more juice.)
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West Nile Virus Surveillance Season Begins
Niagara Region, May 7, 2012 - Starting today, residents can call the West Nile Virus Info 
Line at 905-688-8248 ext. 7335 or 1-888-505-6074 to report dead crow and blue jay 
sightings as part of the West Nile Virus surveillance program.
In order to decrease the risk to humans, reports of dead birds assist in the early detection 
of West Nile Virus activity so appropriate measures can be taken. While all sightings will 
be recorded and analyzed, a limited number of dead birds will be sent for testing. In 
addition, 21 mosquito traps will be placed throughout the region to capture mosquitoes 
that will be tested for the virus.
Again this year, low impact larvicides (methoprene and Bti) will be applied to areas on 
public property where mosquitoes mosquitoes are breeding beginning in mid-May and

the port reporter

Residents can access this service, at no cost, by completing a form 
found online or by calling the West Nile Virus Info Line at 
905-688-8248 ext. 7335 or 1-888-505-6074.
West Nile Virus is a virus spread by mosquitoes and can cause 
inflammation of the brain (encephalitis) and flu-like illness. The 
virus is transmitted by mosquitoes that become infected by feeding 
on an infected bird. Mosquitoes carrying West Nile Virus have been 
found in urban areas. "The most important ways to control West 
Nile Virus include eliminating mosquito breeding areas around the 
home, reducing personal risk by covering up when outdoors, and 
wearing insect repellents containing DEET," said Peter Jekel, 
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Executives of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 350 presented a Sarah 300 Sit-to-Stand 
Lift, with weigh scale, for use in caring for Residents of the Linhaven Home who have 
limited mobility. Shown accepting the gift is Tom Hunter (left) administrator of 
Linhaven. From Branch 350: President Jeff Burns, Jill Burns, Carolyn Vlaar and 
Brian Bowman vice-president. 

monthly through the summer season. These include catch basins and other 
standing water sites that cannot be easily drained. Niagara residents with 
municipally-owned catch basins located on their private property can 
arrange to have the low impact larvicide (methoprene) placed in them by 
contacting Niagara Region Public Health.

Manager, Environmental Health.  summer
 2012
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RECENT APPOINTEE TO PORT'S HERITAGE COMMITTEE RESIGNS CITING LACK OF 
SUPPORT AND RESPECT FROM 

CITY STAFF AND COUNCIL

Please accept this e-mail as notice of my resignation as a member of the Port Dalhousie Heritage District Advisory 
Committee, effective immediately. 

Although I volunteered to assist the city as a committee member, specifically with respect to the Port Dalhousie 
Heritage District, my resignation comes at a point where I see a committee with a clear mandate and associated 
guidelines on paper, but I also see a committee with very little, if any, mutual support or respect from city staff and 
council for the advise that we have provided. 

Twice consecutively, in the past couple weeks, the planning department and ultimately council, under the staff 
recommendation, have gone against the educated and unbiased decision put forth by the PDHDAC. Although it has 
been said that there is not a precedent being set, it is very obvious that the flood gates are wide open in the Port 
Dalhousie Heritage District - wide open for development (which can be a good thing with balance) and wide open 
for the destruction of heritage (not a good thing). I will and cannot be part of such a dysfunctional and questionable 
process any longer.

To those that remain on the committee for the right reasons, I salute you, I am happy to have sat with you and I 
apologise to you for my exit. 

For your appropriate action at the staff and/or council level please.

Best Regards,

Paul Molnar

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENT
ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL PEACH FESTIVAL

80 Main Street, 
Port Dalhousie

Thursday, August 16, 2012
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Featuring a Barbecue, Bake Table and 
Peach Shortcake with Ice Cream

 summer
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I've got to get me one of 
these!
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The Salem Chapel, BME Harriet Tubman Underground 
Railroad Historic Improvement Project 
(www.salemchapelbmechurch.ca/projects.html)

The 19th century abolitionist movement is highly credited for the destruction of human 
bondage that liberated millions of people of African descent. Abolitionism reflected the 
triumph of 19th century ideas of freedom and human rights over older social forms based on 
privileged elite’s and social stratification. This humanitarian movement provided a basis for 
countering racial segregation and it established equal rights principals that were adopted by 
the labour movement. 
The history of the Underground Railroad 
(UGRR) movement is a shared international 
history. The life and legacy of the most 
famous UGRR leader, Harriet Tubman is a 
shared international history. 

There are three major site locations 
associated with Harriet Tubman. (1.) 
Dorchester County, Maryland was her place 
of birth,  Auburn, NY was her place of 
death and (3.) St. Catharines Ontario was 
her primary base of operations during her 
Underground Railroad years. 
It is with deep gratitude that we thank the International Union of Painters and Allied 
Trades, Hanover, Maryland for aiding our efforts with the historical restoration and 
improvement of the Salem Chapel, BME Church, Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad 
National Historic Site in St. Catharines. 
James A. Williams, IUPAT General President
Kenneth E. Rigmaiden, IUPAT Executive General Vice President
Robert Kucheran, IUPAT General Vice President, Canadian Region         
Thank you for the site visit. Yeah!
Bill Nicholls, IUPAT BM/ST, District Council 46, Ontario

IUPAT project committee; 
Don Benoit, Local 1891, Toronto
George McMenemy, Local 1795, Hamilton
Ken Burley, Local 205, Hamilton

Diane Donaldson, IUPAT Office Administrator, Hamilton

Window restoration and painting
Bob Dunn, Apprenticeship Instructor, Ontario Industrial Finishing Center, Hamilton (Training 
Center)
Painting apprentices from Brantford, Caledonia, Fort Erie, Guelph, Hamilton, Ingersoll, Port 
Elgin, Sarnia and Stevensville. In alphabetical order they are; Heidi Detenbeck, Michael 
DiMarcantonio, Jeremy Dungey, Justin Cassisi, Ryan Crawford, Mark Hodgson, Randy 
LaBelle, Chris Mann, Scott Mann, Scott Manning, Joe Maw, Lukas McCleary, Jack McLarty, 
Bill Robbins, John Wildfong
Lincoln, Welland and Haldimand, Building and Construction Trades Council, Niagara Falls, 
Ontario
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW), Local 303 Niagara Region
We also want to thank: 
Niagara Glass Limited, St. Catharines   905-684-6674 
Window restoration and repairs 
Tim Snell and Trevor Griffin 
Select Total Services, Port Robinson   905-384-4184 
Snorkelift, zoom boom (manlifts) x2
Brad Schram
On Park (parking), St. Catharines   1-877-877-0048
Graciously providing additional space and parking for the 
improvement project
James Douglas 

We also want to 
thank:
Merritton Ward City 
Councillor Jeff Burch, 
for h is cont inued 
support and interest 
w i t h t h e B M E 
projects.
Donna Ford, Chair of 
the Central Ontario 
Network for Black 
H i s t o r y f o r h e r 
ongoing support and 
advice.
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This is one 
great idea!!
Internet email- author 
unknown: Posted by Patricia 
A. Guthrie
I have a friend who used 
her Solar Lights inside the 
house at night when the 
electric power went off 
during a hurricane. She 
stuck them in jars and 
bottles and said they gave 
off plenty of 'free light' in 
each room. She put them 
outside in the daytime and 
brought them back inside 
at night for several days 
while the power was off. 
They are safe to use and 
cheaper than batteries. 
She recommended we 
bring a Solar Light into our 
own house one night to 
test it for ourselves. 

Due to a thunderstorm, we 
lost power for about 5 
hours one night. We were 
scrambling around in the 
darkness, looking for 
matches, candles, and 
f l ash l i gh t s . Then we 
looked outside and noticed 
our Solar Lights shining 
brightly all around the 
patio, stairs & dock. My 
wife walked outside and 
brought several of the 
solar lights inside. We 
stuck the Solar Light pipes 
into plastic drink bottles 
and they made the nicest, 
brightest, safest, lighting 
you could imagine. We put 
one in the bathroom, one 
in the kitchen and in the 
living room.

There many types of Solar 
L igh ts ava i l ab le . We 
bought quite a few and put 

them all around our yard. They look 
nice and do not attract flying bugs like 
the outdoor lights around our doorway. 
The lights we have fit into 20-oz. water 
bottles and also fit into most larger 2 
liter bottles. If you need a weight in the 
plastic bottle to keep them from 
tipping over, put in a few of the colorful 
flat marbles they put in aquariums and 
vases. You can also use sand, 
aquarium gravel, or whatever you 
have available. 

The Solar Lights we have are perfect 
inside our home. They burn all night 
when needed and next day we take 
them back outside where they 
recharge and are ready for use again 
when needed. 
Solar Lights are 
the perfect light 
solution for power 
outages. I had 
never thought of it 
before seeing 
what my friend 
did, and now you 
know about this 
idea too.

 summer
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THE BLACK ACES - A LITTLE KNOWN 
HOCKEY STORY (cont'd from Spring Edition)

… the all-black line made a profound impression on 
Mahovlich, a Hall of Fame forward who first saw them in 
1942. "The black line was so amazing because of their great 
skills-the skating, the passing, the goal scoring," he said. "I 
was a centreman for many years. I might have envisioned 
myself going down the ice like Herb Carnegie. In my mind I 
said, 'I guess if I ever become a hockey player, I'm going to be 
playing against a lot of blacks.' However, that was the only 
time I ever saw three blacks on the same line." Mahovlich 
would never see any of The Black Aces in an NHL game. Herb 
Carnegie, the most gifted of the trio and the finest black 
player of the pre-expansion era (before 1967), would never 
display his considerable skills as a puckhandler and 
playmaker in his sport's premier league. And many who 
watched him perform under dimmer lights and before lesser 
crowds in other venues believe hockey fans themselves were 
cheated for having missed him.” 

Some who saw Carnegie perform in person-including Jean 
Beliveau and Frank Mahovlich, two of the greatest centres in 
hockey history-marvelled at his multi-faceted skills and 
considered him among the finest players of his time. The line 
remained in tact until the late forties when Ossie and Mannie 
retired but Herbie continued playing for the Quebec Aces, in 
the powerful Quebec Senior Hockey League, where he out 
scored the immortal Jean Beliveau in each year the pair were 
teammates, despite being in the twilight of his career. 

Facing racism (Wikipedia) As a black man playing 
hockey in the 1940s and 1950s, Carnegie endured his share of 
racism. In one famous 1938 incident, Conn Smythe, the owner 
of the Toronto Maple Leafs, watched Carnegie play as a 
member of the Toronto Young Rangers. He is alleged to have 
said either that he would accept Carnegie on the team if he 
were white or that he would pay $10,000 to anyone who could 
turn Carnegie white.

In Breaking the Ice: The Black Experience in Professional 
Hockey, author Cecil Harris noted that “some doubt has 
arisen” as to whether Smythe did indeed utter this remark. 
According to Harris, Carnegie and others believe that racism 
played an important part in keeping him out of the NHL. 
Others interviewed point to his decision to refuse the Rangers 
offer to play in their organization.

After retiring from the game of hockey in 1953, Carnegie 
started the Future Aces Hockey School, one of the first hockey 
schools in Canada. In 1954, he wrote the “Future Aces Creed” 
in an attempt to foster respect, tolerance, diversity and 
sportsmanship among young people. Carnegie was named to 
the Order of Ontario in 1996 and the Order of Canada in 
2003. On May 2, 2005 the North York Centennial Centre was 
renamed the Herbert H. Carnegie Centennial Centre in his 
honour. On June 12, 2006,  he received an Honorary Doctor of        

Carnegie became legally blind. He died in Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
where he lived in an assisted living home.

Family life:Carnegie last resided in Toronto. He was 
married to Audrey May Carnegie for 60 years, from 1940 until her 
death in 2003. They had four children, nine grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren. His grandson, Rane Carnegie, is a hockey player 
who has played for the Belleville Bulls, Plymouth Whalers, Halifax 
Mooseheads, Milwaukee Admirals and Bakersfield Condors and he 
has played, since 2010, for Rapaces de Gap (Gap is a town in South-
East of France).

Ed.Note: Herb was one of the most gifted atheletes that I had the 
priviledge of knowing but more than that, he was a unique and caring 
human being and I will miss him.  

Ted Gould

HOW LONG FOOD REALLY LASTS IN THE FRIDGE (continued)
like cheddar and Swiss, are good to go for three to four weeks after opening their packaging.
Meat 
Ground beef, turkey, and pork are only good for one to two days in the refrigerator. If you're not going to eat it 
right away, throw it in the freezer. Most steaks, chops, and roasts are fine in the refrigerator for three to five 
days. A fully cooked vacuum-sealed ham is good for two weeks-unopened. Once you cut into it, it'll spoil around 
day five. Bacon goes bad after seven days (!) and fresh breakfast sausage should be eaten in 
the first day or two. Hard sausages and pepperoni are good for two to three weeks. 

 (cont'd on page 13 )

Laws degree from York University. A public 
school in York Region is named in his honour.

 summer
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Environmental Working Group's 'dirty dozen foods 
www.ewg.org/foodnews/ www.ewg.org/foodnews/

E a t y o u r f r u i t s a n d 
vege t ab l e s ! The hea l t h 
benefits of a diet rich in fruits 
and vegetables outweigh the 
risks of pesticide exposure. 
Use EWG's Shopper's Guide 
to Pesticides to reduce your 
e x p o s u r e s a s m u c h a s 
p o s s i b l e , b u t e a t i n g 
c o n v e n t i o n a l l y - g r o w n 
produce is far better than not 
eating fruits and vegetables at 
all. The Shopper's Guide to 
Pesticide in Produce will help 
you determine which fruits 
and vegetables have the most 
pesticide residues and are the 
mos t impor t an t t o buy 
organic. You can lower your 
pesticide intake substantially 
by avoiding the 12 most 
contaminated frui ts and 
vegetables and eating the least 
contaminated produce.

Commodity crop corn used 
for animal feed and biofuels is 
almost all produced with 
genetically modified (GMO) 
seeds, as is some sweet corn 
sold for human consumption. 
Since GMO sweet corn is not 
labeled as such in US stores, 
EWG advises those who have 
concerns about GMOs to buy 
organic 
sweet 
corn.

13th Annual St. Catharines Dragon 
Boat Festival - July 28, 2012
Information from the Dragon Boat Festival website

Registration is now open for the LUCKY 13TH Annual Festival! Registration Fees 
remain at $650 until May 1st (after May 1, fee is $750). Vendors - please visit Vendor 
Information for details.Now in its second decade, the St. Catharines Dragon Boat Festival 
on the Historic Henley is an annual day of fun and competition combining dragon boats, 
paddles, and people.
Professional teams will find the Henley course both a treat and a challenge with its 500-
metre, four-lane race route, and the opportunity to hone their skills against a variety of 
teams.

Amateur teams - whether first-timers or occasional paddlers - will find the friendly and 
non-threatening atmosphere of the Festival makes this a day to remember. Dragon Boat 
racing is suitable for all ages (16 and up) and athletic abilities. Make it a family and friends 
get-together, a neighbourhood bonding experience, or a company team-building exercise.

The Festival is held on Henley Island, located in the Port Dalhousie section of St. 
Catharines. Races start around 9 a.m. and the day ends around 5 p.m. Practices take place 
the week prior during the evenings. 
Proceeds from the St. Catharines Dragon Boat 
Festival support:

• The St. Catharines Museum (team and 
vendor registrations) for Educational 
Programs and Special Projects.

• Wellspring Niagara Cancer Support 
Foundation (team pledges and 
donations) to provide free 
psychological, social, emotional and informational support to cancer patients and 
their loved ones.

  Some Basic Information

• Minimum 8 women per crew
• Minimum age - 16 with parent consent for those under 19
• Crew consists of 20 paddlers plus 1 drummer (provided by you - normally a small 

person) and 1 steersperson (we can provide training during practice week, or we 
will provide a trained steersperson for you)

• Each crew can book two 1/2 hour practice session which take place Monday to 
Friday the week prior to the Festival, on the back bay at Henley Island, between 
5:00 and 9:00 pm each evening

• Race Day - first race starts at 9:00 am and are normally 10-12 minutes apart
• Each crew will have 3 races during the day. The first 2 races are really for times 

that will determine which final race you will be in - this is to try and get equal 
crews racing against each other in the finals.

• What to wear? Something comfy that's OK to get wet. Bringing a change of 
clothes is always a good idea. As to footwear - lots of people go barefoot and some 

•    wear water shoes.
• •

 summer
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IT'S LIKE AN APPLE CANADA 
STORE IN ST. CATHARINES

Have you been to the new location for mac outpost in the 
'That's Entertainment' plaza on Lake Street? It's just like going 
to an Apple Canada store with the Apple products set out for 
you to try out. 

In their 14th year of business in St. 
Catharines, mac outpost has moved 
to larger premises and a storefront-
type location. The business was on 
Selina St. in the downtown but was 
difficult to see from Ontario Street. 
The new location is on Lake Street, 
not far from Lakeport Road, and the 
larger space brings higher visibility 
and an opportunity for people who 
would like to try out some of the 
Apple products. It is welcome news 
to have a Mac store near to Port 
Dalhousie. 

HOW LONG FOOD REALLY LASTS IN THE FRIDGE (continued)
Condiments 
Mayonnaise and most salad dressings spoil after three months. While the taste might keep a little longer 
than that, if you still use either after three months, your risk of food-borne illness increases sharply. 
(WebMD reveals there were an estimated 76 million cases of food-bourne illness in the US last year.) 
Yellow mustard is fine for six to eight months after opening. Ketchup should be consumed within four to 
six months after breaking the seal. Jams, jellies, and molasses should be enjoyed within six months.
Vegetables 
Most fresh veggies are usually good for one week. This includes artichokes, cabbage, cauliflower, celery, 
green beans, and lettuce. You can tell these are starting to go bad when you see browning on the leaves or it 
feels limp. A few others should be eaten soon after purchase. Asparagus, spinach, and broccoli are best 
within three to five days, mushrooms within one to two days, and corn should be eaten immediately. 
Carrots and radishes are good to go for two weeks.

 FRUIT: Blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, and cherries start to rot after just three days. Grapes are good for a week and grapefruit is good 
for two. Melons are best within seven days while limes and lemons have a shelf life of two to five weeks. Opened canned fruit is good for 2-3 days 
in the fridge. OTHERS: Eggs (in shell) 3-5 weeks, Lunch meat (opened package) 3-5 days, Fruit juices (opened) 7-10 days, Pizza 3-4 days, 
Leftovers 1-3 days, Hot dogs (opened package) 1 week and Yogurt 7-14 days.
http://ca.shine.yahoo.com/how-long-food-really-lasts-in-the-fridge.html

the port reporter
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the port reporter9 Things That Will Disappear In Our Lifetime
www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=239449466067055
Whether these changes are good or bad depends in part on how we adapt to 
them. But, ready or not, here they come.

1. The Post Office
Get ready to imagine a world without the post office. They are so deeply in financial trouble 
that there is probably no way to sustain it long term. Email, Fed Ex, and UPS have just 
about wiped out the minimum revenue needed to keep the post office alive. Most of your mail 
every day is junk mail and bills.

2. The Check
Britain is already laying the groundwork to do away with cheque by 2018. It costs the 
financial system billions of dollars a year to process cheques. Plastic cards and online 
transactions will lead to the eventual demise of the cheque. This plays right into the death of 
the post office. If you never paid your bills by mail and never received them by mail, the post 
office would absolutely go out of business.

3. The Newspaper 
The younger generation simply doesn't read the newspaper. They certainly don't subscribe to 
a daily delivered print edition. That may go the way of the milkman and the laundry man. As 
for reading the paper online, get ready to pay for it. The rise in mobile Internet devices and 
e-readers has caused all the newspaper and magazine publishers to form an alliance. They 
have met with Apple, Amazon, and the major cell phone companies to develop a model for 
paid subscription services.

4. The Book 
You say you will never give up the physical book that you hold in your hand and turn the 
literal pages. I said the same thing about downloading music from iTunes. I wanted my hard 
copy CD. But I quickly changed my mind when I discovered that I could get albums for half 
the price without ever leaving home to get the latest music. The same thing will happen with 
books. You can browse a bookstore online and even read a preview chapter before you buy. 
And the price is less than half that of a real book. And think of the convenience! Once you 
start flicking your fingers on the screen instead of the book, you find that you are lost in the 
story, can't wait to see what happens next, and you forget that you're holding a gadget 
instead of a book.

5. The Land Line Telephone 
Unless you have a large family and make a lot of local calls,  you don't need  it anymore. 
Most people keep it simply because they've always had it. But you are paying double charges 
for that extra service. All the cell phone companies will let you call customers using the same 
cell provider for no charge against your minutes.

6. Music 
This is one of the saddest parts of the change story. The music industry is dying a slow death. 
Not just because of illegal downloading. It's the lack of innovative new music being given a 
chance to get to the people who would like to hear it. Greed and corruption is the problem. 
The record labels and the radio conglomerates are simply self-destructing. Over 40% of the 
music purchased today is "catalogue items," meaning traditional music that the public is 
familiar with. Older established artists. This is also true on the live concert circuit. To explore 
this fascinating and disturbing topic further, check out the book, "Appetite for Self-
Destruction" by Steve Knopper, and the video documentary, "Before the Music Dies."

7. Television 
Revenues to the networks are down dramatically. Not just because of the economy. People 
are watching TV and movies streamed from their computers. And they're playing games and 
doing lots of other things that take up the time that used to be spent watching TV. Prime time 
shows have degenerated down to lower than the lowest common denominator. Cable rates 
are skyrocketing and commercials run about every 4 minutes and 30 seconds. I say good 

riddance to most of it. It's time for the cable companies to be put out of our 
misery. Let the people choose what they want to watch online and through 
Netflix.

8. The "Things" That You Own
Many of the very possessions that we used to own are still in our lives, but we 
may not actually own them in the future. They may simply reside in "the 
cloud." Today your computer has a hard drive and you store your pictures, 
music, movies, and documents. Your software is on a CD or DVD, and you can 
always re-install it if need be. But all of that is changing. Apple, Microsoft, and 
Google are all finishing up their latest "cloud services." That means that when 
you turn on a computer, the Internet will be built into the operating system. So, 
Windows, Google, and the Mac OS will be tied straight into the Internet. If you 
click an icon, it will open something in the Internet cloud. If you save 
something, it will be saved to the cloud. And you may pay a monthly 
subscription fee to the cloud provider. In this virtual world, you can access your 
music or your books, or your whatever from any laptop or handheld device. 
That's the good news. But, will you actually own any of this "stuff" or will it all 
be able to disappear at any moment in a big "Poof?" Will most of the things in 
our lives be disposable and whimsical? It makes you want to run to the closet 
and pull out that photo album, grab a book from the shelf, or open up a CD 
case and pull out the insert.

9. Privacy 
If there ever was a concept that we can look back on nostalgically, it would be 
privacy. That's gone. It's been gone for a long time anyway. There are cameras 
on the street, in most of the buildings, and even built into your computer and 
cell phone. But you can be sure that 24/7, "They" know who you are and where 
you are, right down to the GPS coordinates, and the Google Street View. If you 
buy something, your habit is put into a zillion profiles, and your ads will change 
to reflect those habits. "They" will try to get you to buy something else. Again 
and again.

All we will have left that can't be changed are "Memories"...
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the port reporter Lewiston Teens Fire First Shot in War of 
1812

The Mudballers: 14 year old Alexander Millar of River 
Road organizes local gang to

shoot mud balls from homemade log cannons at passing 
British warship in 1810.

Excerpts from the book, The War of 1812 by Everett Tomlinson, 
published 1906, about this true story:

    A dozen boys at Lewiston organized themselves into a military 
company. At the head was young Alexander Millar, whose father 
kept the only store in the little village. The lad possessed certain 
other qualities of leadership. Mounted upon his sorrel pony, 
Studgel, he rode in advance of his "men," and issued his orders in 
his broad Scotch dialect. Behind him followed the boys, equipped 
with shotguns, no two of which were alike. Thus this young military 
company went through their evolutions to the delight of their sturdy 
fathers.
    There soon came a time, however, when the marching ceased to 
satisfy the demands of the young patriots, and they decided to build 
a fort near the river. Into the woods marched the sturdy band, every 
one with an ax upon his shoulder in place of the shotgun he had 
been accustomed to carry. At the word of command, they fell 
furiously to cutting down the maple trees. These were then cut into 
pieces about two and a half feet long, and a two-inch auger bored 
into them. Then on each end a beetle ring was placed, the "cannon" 
were mounted on blocks of wood, and after receiving a dark stain 
were put in place on the battery. Just as the battery had demanded 
cannon, so the cannon demanded balls. All of them had been at 
various times in the forts and had seen the piles of balls near the 
guns. They, too, would arrange the defenses of their battery after 
the plan used in the forts.
    Barrels of clay were brought up from the river, and under the 
busy hands of the boys were soon rolled into the proper shape, dried 
in the sun, and then piled up alongside each gun. As there were ten 
of these guns, the appearance from the river of each weapon, with 
its pile of apparently deadly missiles beside it, was quite imposing, 
and might easily in the dusk have deceived a stranger into believing 
that a formidable battery, well equipped with cannon and cannon 
balls, guarded the shore.
    Soon that terrible desire of the young Alexander for other worlds 
to conquer seemed to take possession of his mind. As the 
embrasures had demanded cannon, and the cannon had demanded 
balls, so now the balls demanded a target.
    The youthful captain and his warriors wanted to "hit" 
something. Not far away he discovered a British schooner coming 
up the river under full sail. Her flag was flying, she was a loaded 
vessel, and to avoid the swifter current farther out in the stream was 
keeping close in toward the American side. As Alexander glanced at 
her, a sudden inspiration seized him, and turning to his companions, 
forgetful for the instant of the demands of military etiquette, he 
shouted: "Boys, there comes a schooner under full sail! Let's give 
her a salute!" The boys all looked up at the word of their leader, 
and steadily watched the on- 
coming vessel.

(continued on next page)

War of 1812 Stories 
The Tuscarora  (A Wikipedia article)

The Tuscarora ("hemp gatherers") are aNative American people of the Iroquoian-language 
family, with members inNew York, Canada, and North Carolina They coalesced as a people 
around the Great Lakes, likely about the same time as the rise of the five nations of the 
historicIroquois tribes, based in present-day New York
Well before the arrival of Europeans in North America, the Tuscarora had migrated south 
and settled in the region now known as Eastern Carolina. The most numerous indigenous 
People in the area, they lived along the Roanoke, Neuse, Tar Torhunta or Narhontes), and 
Pamlico rivers in North Carolina.They first encountered European explorers and settlers in 
North Carolina and Virginia.
After the 18th century wars of 1711-1713 (known as the Tuscarora War), most of the 
Tuscarora left North Carolina and migrated north to Pennsylvania and New York, over a 
period of 90 years. They aligned with the Iroquois in New York, because of their ancestral 
connection. They were sponsored by the Oneida and accepted as one of the Six Nations in 
1722. After the American Revolution, in which they and the Oneida allied with the 
colonists, the Tuscarora shared reservation land with the Oneida before gaining their own. 
The Tuscarora Nation of New York is federally recognized.
Those Tuscarora who allied with the British in the American Revolution resettled with 
other Iroquois tribes in present-day Ontario, where they are part of the Six Nations of the 
Grand River. Only the tribes in New York and Ontario have been recognized officially by 
the respective national governments.
During the War of 1812 in the British attack on Lewiston, New York, on December 19, 1813 
a band of Tuscarora living in a village on an escarpment just above the town fought to save 
Americans fleeing the ravages of the invasion force,including British allied Mohawk and 
some American Tories disguised as Mohawk. The American militia ignominiously fled, 
leaving only the Tuscarora—outnumbered 30 to one—to fight a delaying action which 
allowed some townspeople to escape. Among the Tuscarora bluff tactics was sending a 
party of braves to blow horns along the escarpment, while another party attacked downhill 
with war whoops, to give an exaggerated impression of their numbers. The British force 
burned Lewiston, as well as the Tuscarora village which the delaying action had left 
undefended.
The Tuscarora have continued to struggle to protect their land. In the mid-20th century, 
New York City commissioner Robert Moses, generated controversy by expropriating 550 
acres (2.2 km) of the Lewiston, NY Tuscarora reservation for a hydroelectric project in the 
vicinity of Niagara Falls. The project was to generate electricity for the population of New 
York City.

PERSPECTIVE FROM ACROSS THE RIVER
Ted Gould
I had my birthday lunch at Apple Grannies in Lewiston on D-Day. It was one of my mother's 
favourite places to eat and so a trip down memory lane was in order on that special day. I can 
still see the smile on her face as she ate her favourite fried shrimp dinner. 

When we sat down we noticed the story on the placemat giving another perspective on the War 
of 1812. It made me think about how both sides may see the conflict differently. It also gave us 
something to smile about so I want to share it with you.
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     "She doesn't belong to our side," said one of the boys after a brief silence. "She's 
British, you can tell that from her flag.  Probably she's bound for Queenston, and is only 
hugging this shore to keep out of the current."
  "British? Of course she's British, but we can salute her for all that, can't we?" replied 
the young leader. "Perhaps she'll dip her colors for us."
    "Oh, don't salute her," called out one of the other boys. "Let's give her a scare. Let's tell 
her she's got to surrender! Let's give her a charge!"
    A charge of powder was measured out, a mud ball was carefully rammed home, the 
priming was looked to, and then they all stood to wait for the unsuspecting schooner to 
draw near. The moment for action had arrived. Alexander turning to the schooner, and 
waving his sword in the air as he spoke, shouted: "Surrender, there! Stop your boat! 
Heave to! Surrender!"
    He waited a moment for a reply to be made, but as apparently no attention was paid to 
his hail, the youthful soldier shouted again: “Surrender or I'll order my men to fire. Strike 
your colors!"
    The schooner held steadily to her course and soon was passing by. Instantly Alexander 
turned to his comrades and with all the seriousness of a veteran leader shouted, "Fire!"
    The reports of the ten wooden guns rang out together. It is true two of the cannon were 
split asunder by the discharge and two more "kicked," so that they fell from their mounts, 
but no one in the confusion heeded the loss. The eyes of all the boys were upon the 
schooner. All about her the mud balls were falling, creating a splash in the river greater 
than any iron missiles could ever have made. The boys were standing ready to unite in a 
cheer for the vessel which they never dreamed would heed their summons.
    Suddenly, and to their consternation, the schooner turned about and with all the speed 
she could summon began to run swiftly down the river. For a moment the boys were 
almost unable to credit the sight. It did not seem possible that the schooner could 
have taken seriously what was only meant for a good-natured boyish prank. But 
she held to her course, and just as she disappeared from sight, the boys mustered up 
sufficient courage to give a faint cheer and then started swiftly for home.
British Officers Visit Lewiston to Protest Aggression
    After the shooting, British officers came to Lewiston to warn about “serious 
consequences.” Alexander’s father told them, "There are the troops that fired on your 
schooner. We have no soldiers here. These boys made some maple cannon and fired mud 
balls as a salute.  Your schooner ran away from them, that is all," as he pointed to the
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troubled lads.
  "What? I don't understand,” said the British commander. "It's just as I 
tell you,” replied the father. The British left, embarrassed their powerful 
ship had been pranked by a group of young teenagers.
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