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A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES

A Time of Celebration: 
Giving and Thanks for the 
End of  2020.
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The Port Dalhousie Library 
The Community Rescued a Source of Knowledge, Entertainment and Comfort 
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It promises to be a holiday season like no 
other. The long shadow of the Covid-19 

pandemic and the resulting stress to 
the economic/healthcare systems and 
emotional well-being will be a challenge 
for many people. But we will prevail, and 
indeed in this the winter of our common 
discontent, we will dig deep and continue 
to celebrate the  Christmas season and 
the New Year of 2021, which is bound 
to be a major improvement over 2020.  
We might even find that our celebrations 
with family and friends have gained a 
deeper, more profound meaning, the 
care and well-being of our family and 
friends uppermost in our hearts and 
minds. 

Of course we must maintain the 
necessary precautions of physical 
distancing, masks and limited gatherings 
if we are to minimize the risk. 

But on to the content of this Winter 
issue of the Port Reporter.  We are 
highlighting the history and community 
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Beyond the exterior of the blue clapboard panels, 
under the roof-top bell sitting in its tiny white tower, 

inside the 144 year old Port Dalhousie Public Library, 
you can sometimes find Nancy Cameron flipping 
through picture books.  

The little library, a block away from the Port 
Dalhousie native’s childhood home on Brock street, 
stands as a reminder of the community’s determined 
preservation of history and signature small-town charm. 

Upon first glance, the structure resembles an old, 
single-room school house, but it was originally built 
in 1863 to serve as Port Dalhousie’s town hall.  It was 
the town’s social and political epicentre until 1961, 
when Port Dalhousie amalgamated with the City of St. 
Catharines and the building was turned into a branch of 
the St. Catharines Public Library. 

But the library nearly faced the wrecking ball in 
1984 as the city eyed the run-down Brock Street site for 
a new fire hall.  

The Port Dalhousie Quorum, a local community 
group, petitioned and raised enough cash to persuade 
the city otherwise.  “Really, the community saved the 
library,” Cameron said. 

The group spent $41,000--$25,000 of which came 
from a Canada Works grant and $8,900 from city hall to 
revamp the inside of the library. 

The outside was kept true to its simple 19th century 
The Port Dalhousie Library Building, Circa 1863

In 1984 the Former Town Hall Faced Demolition 
Until Volunteer Citizens Organized

In the last issue of the Port Reporter I wrote an article in regards to the new condo 
on the sands of Lakeside Park, otherwise known as 6-10 Dalhousie Ave.

You’ll recall I mentioned that Council had requested a staff report explaining the 
situation at 6-10 Dalhousie and how we ended up with a non-compliant structure. 
The staff report was delivered to Council in their agenda package for the Council 
meeting of October 19th. After some deliberation and input from citizens, Council 
voted to request the Ombudsman of Ontario to provide an external review into the 
systemic processes that resulted in the building deficiencies at 6-10 Dalhousie. We 
should all applaud that decision.

It’s important to note that Council’s request does not guarantee an Ombudsman 
review, only the Ombudsman can make that decision, but it does reflect a shared 
concern by Council to take the steps available to ensure our Planning and Building 
Services and the system built up around it, such as the Committee of Adjustment, 
represents an effective and trustworthy system.

Port Dalhousie: The Canary in the Coal Mine-The Sequel

The Ombudsman has investigators who are expert at municipal processes and 
can identify deficiencies and problems in need of correction. It’s important to note 
that the Ombudsman exists largely to deal with issues of process, not decisions of 
elected officials or public servants. Having said that, from an outside perspective it 
appears likely that the failures that allowed 6-10 Dalhousie to reach its built form 
in a deficient manner are systemic or process driven in nature, and therefore are 
well suited to be investigated by the Ombudsman.

The Ombudsman has no punitive powers, although if they come across 
evidence of criminal behavior, they are able to refer findings to legal authorities. 
They are better viewed as a tool to identify systemic weakness in a process and to 
render assistance in rectifying those weaknesses by issuing a public report on their 
findings. The Ombudsman promotes fairness, accountability and transparency in 
the public sector and in doing so creates a better governance structure for all of 
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The Port Dalhousie Library

- Peter Wing

importance of our precious library, 
saved from destruction by a group of 
concerned and committed residents. 
We also profile Peggy Bragg who for 
many years was the librarian and a 
friend to all. Ed Smith writes a followup 
article on the  6-10 Dalhousie Avenue 
condo parking issue and we also present 
Part Two of Bill Stevens’ history of Port 
lacrosse. Continuing in the sports mode, 
Pat Brand offers the sights and sounds 
of rowing. Linda Crabtree completes 
her investigation into the Lakeside Park 
Dance Hall’s history, and Brian Narhi 
outlines the history of Firefighting in Port 
Dalhousie. We hope these articles, along 
with our regular features, From Where 
I sit, The councillor’s and BWC Reports, 
and the restaurant review, will inform 
and entertain you during this upcoming 
winter season. So feel free to settle into 
your favourite reading spot whether at 
home, in your apartment or even the 
coffee shop, and enjoy. 
On behalf of the Port Dalhousie 
Conservancy and the volunteers at the 
Reporter, we wish you and yours the 
best of the holiday season and a safe and 
healthy 2021.

A Time of Celebration
architecture, right down to the hand-
painted sign above the door and the black 
lanterns that flank the entrance. 

Since returning to her home town in 
1999, after living in other parts of Canada, 
Cameron said she uses the library regularly. 
Sometimes she sits in the kids’ section 
and looks through the books for nostalgia 
sake.  As a curious child, the library was a 
big part of her young life, Cameron said.  

Now a local historian, the 50 year old said 
her love for history flourished among the 
pages of a non-fiction book, detailed of 
course with plenty of pictures. 

“I spent hours and hours there. I 
loved the library,” she said. “It’s always 
been a special place to Port residents.”

As was the case when Cameron 
was a child, the library is open Tuesday, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. It carries almost 
10,000 books and movies and serves 1382 
members. 

Branch manager Anna Chiota said the 
Port Dalhousie location still sees its loyal 
long time members checking out books 
every week, but the library has seen an 
influx of new clients, including young 
families who have recently moved to the 
area’s newly developed subdivisions. 

And unlike some libraries, Port 
Dalhousie has not been plagued by lower 
circulation in the age of the internet, 

Chiota said, as most of the books are 
fiction novels and children’s books. 

But whether patrons are seasoned or 
new, Chitoa said the small library adds a 
personal touch to book borrowing.  

“I guess (it’s) the Cheers factor,” she 
said. “Everyone knows your name.”

“ A library outranks 
any other one thing a 
community can do to 

benefit its people. It is a 
never failing spring 

in the desert.” 
- Andrew CarnegieThe Port Dalhousie Town Hall in the 50s

Reprinted with permission of the 
St. Catharines Standard, 1992

- Katie deRosa

John House who manages the Vintage 
Port Dalhousie page on Facebook, made 
a request for its members to reminisce 

about the Port Dalhousie Library:

Sandy HB: “Still use that library- 
almost weekly lately!”

Wilma H: “We use the library weekly. 
When it was the town hall, after 
Nubone fire that was our office.”

Nellie V: “I was there almost every 
day after school, started my 

love of reading.”

Susie C: “This was an amazing effort 
by the whole community!!!”

Donna B: “Used the library often 
and Mrs Bragg was always 

great and helpful!!!”

Wilma V: “Still use the library-
my children remember going 

for books and group activities”

Don J: “I remember Mrs. Bragg reading 
stories when we were little. Then in 

later years she was so helpful with us.”

John H: “I spent a lot of time at the 
library. Whenever I wanted to find out 

how something worked, I would go 
in and ask the librarian what she had 
on specific subjects. They were always 

great assistance to us Port kids.”

Mary Anne K: “I Loved that 
little library.”
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- Ed Smith

Port Dalhousie Secession Day

St. John’s “Fill the Trailer” Food Drive 
a Great Success

Editor/Production
Peter Wing

The Port Reporter is a not-for-profit, all-volunteer, community information newspaper published by the Port Dalhousie 
Conservancy since 2005. The paper focuses on issues related to the St. Catharines waterfront, the conservation and 

celebration of heritage in Port Dalhousie and across the city.  It also encourages residents to work together to improve 
our community environment.
      It is published quarterly, usually in March, June, September and December. 8,500 copies are delivered to homes and 
businesses in Port Dalhousie ward. It can also be found at Avondale Stores, City Hall, public libraries and in various local 
business establishments. 

Editorial Board   Hank Beekhuis / Deborah Kehler/ Peter Wing

Help the Reporter thrive and grow by making a financial donation.  Checks can be made out to the Port Dalhousie 
Conservancy, 600 Ontario Street, P.O. Box 28049, St. Catharines, ON L2N 7P8 or donate through our website 
@ www.pdconservancy.org. With regret, tax receipts are not available at this time. 
Please send contributions for future issues to editor.portreporter@gmail.com.  All submissions are subject to a review 
including both editorial approval as well as copy editing for grammar etc. 

Deadline for posting of community events, advertising, & article submissions is the first of the month prior to printing 
(February 1st, May 1st, August 1st and November 1st). Late submissions are considered at the discretion of the 
editorial board. 
Those interested in advertising please contact our advertising coordinator, Allison Beekhuis at 
advertising.portreporter@gmail.com. Print ready ads in CMYK colour profile, accepted formats: JPEG, PDF, PNG.  
Ad design service available; additional art work fee will apply. 
The Port Reporter is a volunteer run publication. If you are interested in joining our team please contact Allison 
Beekhuis at editor.portreporter@gmail.com.  Email contact is preferred, however if you wish to contact the Port 
Reporter by phone please call 289-213-3391 and leave a message. Website: www.pdconservancy.org
Disclaimer: The Reporter does not accept responsibility or legal liability, for information submitted by our advertisers. The Reporter 
further makes no warranty in respect of the contents of this newspaper and accepts no liability for any loss or damage whatsoever arising 
in respect of the content of any third party material appearing in the paper whether directly or indirectly as a result of access to and the 
use of this paper including without limitation, acting or failing to act in reliance on any information contained herein.  

Copy Editors
Bram Hoff/Deborah Kehler/
Henry Knoop

Port Dalhousie: The Canary in the Coal Mine

us. They provide their expert external 
reviews free of charge to communities 
as they are funded by provincial tax 
dollars.

I speculate that Council’s request 
will have some weight with the 
Ombudsman, but maybe not enough. 
If any citizens, organizations or 
developers have comments to add, the 
Ombudsman’s office will gladly accept 
them and give due consideration as 
they decide whether or not to come to 
St. Catharines.

The saga of the under-sized parking 
spaces at 6-10 Dalhousie represent a 
long term problem for our community, 
and they could also represent a legal 
liability if residents of the building feel 
the City failed to live up to its obligations 
in the building process.

We have a right to expect better. 
We have a right to know that we can 
trust our system to deliver the expected 
results in regards to any development.

The required number of legal 
parking spaces for 6-10 Dalhousie was 
21, but through a series of missed 
inspections or reviews, they ended 
up with five. The required number of 
accessible parking spaces was one, the 
number delivered was zero. The fact 
that the current residents might have 

found a way to “make do” is not the 
issue. Already some of the undersized 
parking spaces are being converted 
into permanent storage sites, and 
there is reason to believe that as time 
goes by more spaces unsuitable for 
cars will be converted to storage. The 
first residents have many incentives 
not to complain and to simply accept 
the building as it is. Paramount among 
those incentives being the fact that 
they cannot own their units until all 
issues are resolved and the building 
has all final permits. Once title transfers 
occur and the developer is gone we 
have no way of knowing who will pay 
the ultimate price for these undersized 
parking spaces.

In this boom time of development 
and intrinsic pressure from developers, 
we must take every step available 
to ensure a robust and trustworthy 
permitting and planning system. We 
should never allow this degree of 
system failure again.

Citizens who have information to 
contribute to the Ombudsman can do 
so by calling 1-800-263-1830, or by 
emailing info@ombudsman.on.ca

A Report Commissioned by the St Catharines Library Board in 1970 recommended that 
“THE FIRST STAGE in the gradual expansion of the branch library system should take 

place no later than 1978-80 with the upgrading of the Port Dalhousie station library to 
full branch status. This branch would augment the existing Grantham branch in serving a 
population of 98,00 people estimated to be living north of the Queen Elizabeth Way by 1991-
96. Total city population is projected as 207,000.”

It’s noteworthy that the report recommended the establishment of a Port Dalhousie 
Library Branch “no later than 1979-80”, yet City council voted to demolish the old town hall/
library in 1984 to enable an increase in size of the adjacent Fire Station (which has since been 
decommissioned). The report is suspect in its ability to project future needs when it lists the 
probable population of St Catharines at 207,000 by the year 1996. The city’s population in 
2020 is all of 132,000. 

Thankfully citizens of the community took up the cause and mounted a successful effort 
to renovate and upgrade the building through volunteer labour and fundraising. Otherwise, 
if it had left it up to the politicians, it’s likely we wouldn’t have a library today.

Hank Beekhuis was one of those community volunteers, and wrote the following 
describing some of the work undertaken:

“I was a member of the Port Dalhousie Quorum that undertook the renovation 
of the Port Library. In 1983, I had just emerged from working in the local construction 
industry. Residential construction was in a severe downturn and so I took a job as a union 
representative. When Port Dalhousie Quorum approached me to assist I gladly volunteered 
my services. We were all very concerned about losing our local public library. Donna Dalton 
was my contact with the Quorum board. The Quorum had obtained a government grant to 
help with the restoration, however that required a lot of volunteer labour to complete. Given 
my construction experience and industry contacts, I assisted in rebuilding the back wall of the 
building because it had to be fireproofed. I also encouraged Gary Prinsen, a local bricklayer, 
to help us rebuild the footings under the building which were deteriorating. That was a nasty 
job, as you can imagine given that it just sits on pilings. There was all kinds of gross stuff 
under there. 

 The back wall was completely removed so that the old Town Hall safe could be taken 
out. Rankin Construction was gracious enough to bring in a boom truck to lift the large and 
heavy safe. It was brought to Pinder’s because nobody knew the combination and we were 
all curious as to what was in there. It turns out that it was empty after Pinder’s drilled it 
out. We were sad because we had hoped to find some interesting historical stuff in there. 

I am not sure what happened to the safe after that. I don’t have any 
pictures which is too bad because it was an interesting event. I helped 
close up the hole, and did the eavestroughing and siding work. A room 
was created in the vacated back area which was later used for children’s 
story hour and play area. The John Howard Society did the final painting 
of the exterior and perhaps the roofing as well. 

There is a story behind the bell which still hangs in the tower. It has 
never been used and it might be a good idea to put a rope on it again so 
it could be rung.  I think Dorothy Crabtree was involved in its placement. 
I’m sure that there are other stories about this project but that’s what I 
remember.”

Once Again, Citizens Come to the Rescue!

Before the Port Library there was the Bookmobile shown here in 
1961, a portable library that made scheduled visits to the town

...Continued 
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Tell Us Your Story Peggy Bragg

Bruce Williamson
Councillor,

Port Dalhousie Ward
City of St. Catharines

Originally from Paddington (near London) England, 
Peggy Bragg (nee Clark) during the war years 

moved to the small village of Orwell (near Cambridge). 
At a young age she lost her father to tuberculosis and 
helped her mum with looking after her younger brother 
Peter after their father passed away. She enjoyed life 
in the village and spending time riding her bicycle to 
the local dance hall. Music was always a large part of 
her life. She played the piano often in her home and 
instilled her love of music in her children. At house 
parties, she always entertained with her piano playing. 

During World War II, Peggy worked at Cambridge 
University. On her days off she would venture to 
London and it was at the London Zoo she met Murray 
Bragg.  They immediately took a liking to each other 
and before the war ended, they were married in Orwell. 
Murray was a young Canadian soldier, who joined 
the Canadian Air Force when the war began and was 
stationed in Darlington England. He was an electrician 
by trade and was assigned to the maintenance crews 
that maintained the war planes.

Their first two children, Terry and Linda, were born 
in Cambridge. When the war ended, the family moved 
back to Canada and settled in Parry Sound, where 
Murray had grown up. Work was scarce in Parry Sound, 
so Murray traveled south to where he had family in the 
area and found a job in St. Catharines at Gen Air, which 
was located near the St. Catharines airport.  Eventually 
they were able to save enough money to buy a little 
house on James Street (now Michigan Avenue) and 
moved to Port Dalhousie. Once they had settled there 
another daughter, Heather, joined the family. 

Peggy Bragg: Port Dalhousie LIbrarian 1961-1980

Peggy never forgot her English heritage and when 
she moved to St. Catharines, she became a member 
of the British War Brides, joining other British women 
who had married Canadian soldiers. Great friendships 
were forged with this group and the families often got 
together to celebrate important occasions. Christmas 
parties and family summer picnics were constants each 
year.

Peggy always enjoyed being with people and 
having people around her. Shortly after she and Murray 
moved to Canada, Peggy’s brother Peter joined them 
there. Not one for sitting still too long, Peggy found 
work whenever it suited her. She worked for several 
years in the office for the Corupe Hardware store in 
Port Dalhousie and as a bookkeeper for Wallace’s 
Department Store in downtown St. Catharines. She 
finally found her true calling when she became a 
librarian at the Port Dalhousie library. Her love of 
reading was the perfect match with the job and her 
love of being with people served her well there. She 
truly enjoyed her work. She often would be privy to 
local gossip and would listen with care to the concerns 
people would share with her. When the library in 
Port closed, she moved to the downtown branch. She 
worked there until she retired.  Peggy enjoyed many 
more years with the people of Port Dalhousie. She was 
a long time member of St. John’s Anglican Church and 
participated in many church events. The church was a 
great support to her after Murray passed away and she 
remained active with church until she passed away in 
2004.

Beloved Port Dalhousie Librarian 

- Heather Bragg Pogue
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It seems only a few short weeks ago that 
we presented the BWC Fall update, 

speaking of the positive comments we 
received about the planter displays and 
the watering challenges. Thank you to 
all that helped make the plant displays 
probably the best yet. Now here we are 
looking down the road to winter. 

Our volunteers have spent some 
time refurbishing the garbage boxes with 
a fresh coat of stain, and strategically 
placed them in the downtown core. We 
had a meeting with Miller Waste’s new 
garbage contractor’s area manager, 
Lance Parcher, to ensure our boxes 
meet their requirements - and they do. 

You may have noticed all of the 
planter benches have also been stained 
but we needed to replace most of the 
pots. These were kindly donated by John 
Bakker of Third Street. McGarr Realtors 
kindly donated the yellow mums placed 
in some of the benches. Cheryl and 
Barney of Inn the Pines donated all of 
the Corn Stalks tied to the railings and 
the Lock to bring a touch of Fall to the 
area. Thank you. 

In the last week of October, we 
disconnected all our water supply 
systems, and stored the hoses and 
watering cans to be ready for winter. 

Our gardening committee had 
determined that October 31st, 
Halloween, would be an ideal day 
to remove all of the plants from the 
planters; this proved especially so, since 
there was a frost the night before. 

It was only on the previous Monday 
morning that one of our volunteers 
thought it would be a great idea to 
hold a Halloween Parade for the small 
children in the area. With little time to 
get organized, our group managed to 
get candy donations from almost all 
of the local merchants. The properly 
distanced parade started at 11:00 and 
went from Homestead all the way 
round to Scorecard Harry’s, with many 
candy stops along the way. We had 
about 50 children show up with all kinds 
of costumes and some of us volunteers 
dressed up too. Many of the younger 
children’s parents appreciated that this 
took place in the daylight. 

So a big special thank you to 
Homestead, Satori Spa, Gary van Eyk 
CPA, Glitzy Jools and Antiques, The 
Twisted Pig, Patio Andaluz, Balzac’s 
((who also donated coffee), CHZ PLZ, 
The Lock Street Brewery, Portside Bar, 
Paws, 416 Coffee, Marleau Hair, Score 
Card Harry’s and the Port Dalhousie 
Lions Club for their support. 

Paula and Bart Haalster held a bulb 
sale in the Lions Car Park and made a 
generous donation to the BWC which 
enabled us to plant narcissus bulbs in 
the planters, ready for next spring. 

We are still unsure what we can do 
to celebrate Christmas this year but will 
keep you all posted…

The BWC wishes everyone a happy 
and safe Christmas!

Port Dalhousie Beautification 
and Works Committee

 

Winter Report

About 50 children showed up with all 
kinds of costumes for The BWC - sponsored 
Halloween Parade. The socially distanced  
group stopped at businesses in the core to 
Trick r’ Treat.
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front row - Gabe McNally, 
Kenny Baker (goal), 
Jimmy Kerr, Neil Stevens, 
Dave Robinson, Ken Baker, 
Ron Blaylock, 
2nd row - Bill Luey, 
Robert Page, John Teather, 
John Swain, John Plante 
3rd row - Mike Arnold, 
Peter Demoel, Alfie Stockwell, 
Jay Thompson, Barry Sheldon 
Far Left - President of Port 
Dalhousie Lions Club - 
Eldon Arnold 
Far Right - Coach - Jim Kerr

Port Lions - 1959 OLA PeeWee “B” Champions  

On June 12, 1950, Lions Chief Wes Zimmerman turned on the newly installed $2500 
flood lighting system for Aylmer Park, just in time for the new lacrosse season. In March 
of 1952, the Lions Club purchased the property from Canadian Canners and thus became 
the owners of the lacrosse box. The Lions Club provided dressing rooms and washroom 
facilities in the basement of the building.

In addition to representative teams in each age group, the Lions House Leagues es-
tablished in 1948 had a Mite division, which was unique, being the only one in Ontario for 
boys 5 to 10. There were also Pee Wee and Bantam divisions. Each year around 140 play-
ers were registered. At the end of each season an awards party was held in the Lions hall.

Port teams continued to excel as this article from the September 13, 1958 issue of the 
St. Catharines Standard reports: “Port Dalhousie Still Hotbed of Our National Sport - Port 
Dalhousie Bantams eliminated the team from Kitchener last night before a large crowd 
at Lions bowl. Jim McGrath 3 goals, Art Graham 2 goals, Bill Thorne 1 goal. As one of the 
strongest bantam teams developed in this area, the boys showed little mercy to the oppo-
sition during the Niagara schedule. Many of the boys have been playing since they were 
five years old.”

The original bowl built in 1945 had an earth floor with a great deal of sand in the 
corners and chicken wire topped the plywood boards. For many seasons, on game day, 
Clarence Jones would spread lime for the crease and centre line, etc. In 1963 the Port Dal-

housie Legion sports group volunteers refurbished the old bowl and the Legion sponsored 
a new entry in the provincial midget league. The Port Dalhousie Legionnaires had a very 
successful season winning the 1963 Ontario Minor Lacrosse Association Midget “A” cham-
pionship by defeating Peterborough in a sudden-death game at Mimico. The players: John 
Novak, Brian Melville, John Plante, Colin Holder, Ed Zielski, Jay Thompson, Jim Brison, Ken 
Baker, Bob Melville, Dave Robinson, Ed Fenwick, Guy Wallace, John Swain, Barry Sheldon, 
John Teather, Jim Jones, Alf Stockwell, Reid Baker and Neil Stevens; Coach Ron Winterbot-
tom, managers Bob Makins and John Stevens, trainer Bob Melville.

In 1965, Port Dalhousie Legionnaires won the Ontario Midget “C” Championships. 
The team: Paul Michaud, Chuck Daniels, Duncan Hutchinson, Ken Simpson, Jim McQuay, 
John Demoel, Brian Bowman, Willard Roy, Bill Stevens, Gerhardt Warkentin, Derry Robin-
son and Ken Holder. Brian Greer coached and Bob Makins managed the team. The Port 
Juvenile team also had a very good season.

With many players moving up to the junior age group from the 1963, 64 and 65 
teams, plans were underway to enter a team in the Ontario Lacrosse Association Junior 
“A’’ league. The St. Catharines Junior Lacrosse Association was formed which applied for 
and received a franchise for 1967. With a Centennial grant, the city built a brand new bowl 
complete with an asphalt floor and painted lines. A group of volunteers then tore down 
the bleachers at an old go-cart track and reinstalled them at the Port bowl and renovated 
the basement dressing rooms inside the Lions Club building. Before a huge crowd, the new 
Junior ‘A’ Lakesides took to the floor on May 17th. The team, coached by Ron Winterbot-
tom, consisted of Ken Holder, Ken Baker, Dave Thom, Neil Stevens, Barry Sheldon, John 
Swain, Derry Robinson, John Hoculik, Bill Hoculik, Jeff Crane, Jim McMahon, John Nichols, 
Dennis Phelan, Mike Arnold and Dower Davis, Jim Bryson, Jay Thompson, Brian Melville, 
Ed Zielski and M. Slingerland.

The Lakesides advanced to the semi-finals by defeating Mimico but were eliminated 

History of Lacrosse in Port - Part 2 
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From Where I Sit... Decisions Have Consequences

Hank
Beekhuis

Save the Last Trolley Stop!
The Port Dalhousie Conservancy is trying to save the last remaining Trolley Stop of 

the Niagara, St. Catharines and Toronto Street Railway. The NS&T operated in Niagara 
from 1899 to 1959 in St. Catharines. It remains the world’s first Commercial Electric 

Street Railway. It was used to transport people and goods from Port Colborne to Port 
Dalhousie in the era before the widespread use of automobiles and buses.  The Line 
from St. Catharines to Port Dalhousie was the first one to be opened in 1901 and the 
last to close in 1959. This particular building is the Barnsdale Trolley Stop.  For its 110 

years, it is relatively well preserved. It has been donated to the Conservancy and is 
currently in Queenston for Restoration. It is our intention to create a significant space 
for it where it can be used for generations to come. The estimated cost of relocation 

and restoration is only about 15,000 dollars but we need your help. Please, donate to 
this very important cause and help us make this into a useful and lasting memorial of 

this unique piece of St. Catharines history. We can do this together, 

Donate Today!
www.gofundme.com/f/save-the-last-trolley-stop-of-the-niagara 

                                       or www.pdconservancy.org *    

*  Tax Receipt Available, 
   specify “Trolley Stop”

“If we say for example, 

that we embrace the 

concept of walkable, 

densified communities, 

but then approve a 

“Smart Centre,” with 

acres of parking and no 

way to get there but by 

automobile, there 

is a disconnect. ”

Council Decisions Need 
Consequences and Enforcement! 

City staff are obligated in their reports 
to Council to alert councillors to any 

financial implications their decisions 
may have. This often consists of a three-
line paragraph that says that there are 
no financial implications. I find it mildly 
amusing when I read that because I 
suspect it’s hardly ever the case. There 
are always future financial costs to 
decisions, and ignoring that may make 
it easier to get something through 
Council, but does not necessarily reflect 
ongoing budget costs. This was true for 
the PAC as well as the Meridian Centre, 
both well worthy of support, but they 
represented an ongoing increase to the 
tax base.

A more recent example is the 
2022 Canada Summer Games. In one 
evening, Council decided that we would 
spend 10 million dollars of precious 
reserves to pay our portion. The 
economic impact of which is dubious 
at best. Studies in the US have shown 
that we will be lucky to achieve a return 
of 20 cents on the dollar in economic 
activity for a two-week event like this.

In addition, the bulk of this 
100-million-dollar venture is at Brock 
University in Thorold, not easily 
accessible for most St. Catharines 
residents. Secondly, the benefit falls to 
a small slice of citizens who will actually 
utilize it. Thirdly, we have not been given 
any idea as to the ongoing operational 
expense that will be generated by the 
facility that will have to be added to our 
tax base. 

The City prides itself on leveraging 
other levels of government as if those 
funds don’t come from the same 
taxpayer. This approach leads to 
expensive new facilities, arenas, city-
owned piers, and now a large rowing 
center, the operational burden of which 
has to be borne in the future. 

Are we as a community building an 
infrastructure that future generations 
will be able to sustain? 

A more complete response might 
be that there may be no implications 
for the current budget but there may 
well be in future budget years. This 
could result in the financial burden 
falling directly on the taxpayer or 
consumer rather than on the City as 
a corporation. This may come in the 
form of additional taxation or having 
to drive user fees or in any number of 
other ways. There is always a price. 

Decisions should have identified 
consequences including financial ones 
and they should be consistent with 
our convictions. If we say for example, 
that we embrace the concept of 
walkable, densified communities, but 
then approve a “Smart Centre,” with 
acres of parking and no way to get 
there but by automobile, there is a 
disconnect. We are then approving a 
proposal in diametrical opposition to 
the principles we profess to believe 
in. 

If we say that bicycles are good 
for our community, our physical 
health, etc., then we have to also take 
responsibility for tie-up spots, bike 
lanes, bike trails, and storage facilities 
that need to be part of it. You can’t do 
one without the other. 

If we declare a climate emergency 
and know from basic science that 
planting trees is one of the best ways 
to fight climate change, then it should 
follow that we triple our tree-planting 
budget. We should also tighten our 
requirements for site plan agreements 
and improve enforcement. As it is 
we are already way under our tree 
canopy goals. What impact is our 
declaration having? 

Are these declarations made 
only for political purposes because 
everybody else is doing it, or should 
there be identifiable steps through 
which it can demonstrate that our 
intentions are serious? 

A more local example is the 
enforcement of the Secondary/
Heritage plans created by the City for 
Port Dalhousie. The ink was still wet 
last year and it immediately became 
apparent that not one proposed 
development for the area will fully 
adhere to the plans: certainly not 
without additional taxpayers’ dollars, 
or the use of public land, or some 

other form of subsidy. 
Clear planning regulations are 

good, but they should also be strictly 
enforced with goals set and the 
appropriate accountability structures 
put in place so that we can mark 
progress. Unenforced, ambiguous 
regulation which is subject to 
subjective interpretation and constant 
compromise, is simply a set up for 
conflict. This approach is frustrating 
for the City, developers and the 
community. It is also a huge waste of 
time, energy and money which we can 
ill afford. 

At the end of the day, it is the 
taxpayer/citizen who bears the ultimate 
burden if we cannot build a sustainable 
city. Let’s not pass motions or plans as 
public p ablum for the masses, but 
recognize that these are serious issues 
for the community and that making 
these proclamations should have direct 
influence on our actions. In the end, we 
will be judged by our actions, not our 
words. 
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Report from Councillor
Bruce Williamson
Port Dalhousie Ward

I am composing this column with 
a heavy heart and tears flowing 

on the day after my mom’s funeral. A 
personal loss of this stature certainly 
changes one’s perspective as to the 
relative importance of much less 
consequential matters. My brothers 
and I were extraordinarily blessed 
to have Beverley Williamson as our 
mom. She cared deeply about people 
and thrived on social interaction 
and being connected to her family 
and friends. Mom’s life was rich and 
fulfilling because of her genuine kind-
heartedness to others. Her enduring 
legacy is in the bonds she made, and 
in the lives she touched in positive 
ways. Needless to say, we will miss her 
dearly.

The persistent shadow of Covid-19 
continues to loom over us and while 
City Council business carries on 
remotely (with the exception of the 
November 2nd meeting) via the virtual 
electronic platform Zoom and live 
streamed on YouTube, it is not the 
same. It is clear from the evidence of 
scant viewership and the limitations 
of not holding in-person meetings that 

public engagement has dropped off 
significantly as compared to pre-Covid 
times. The challenge of this is that it 
can lead to less public involvement, 
reduced potential for oversight and 
scrutiny of decision-making. 

One of the most consequential 
and costliest decisions this term of 
Council was the recent passing of a 
revised “Community Improvement 
Plan” (CIP). This is a policy that 
provides incentives, largely in the 
form of tax rebates, to real estate 
developers. Both Councillor Carlos 
Garcia and I did not support this 
scheme which was touted heavily by 
public relations folks. There was a 
time, perhaps a decade or more ago, 
when this city was hard-pressed to 
attract new residential development. 
This is no longer the case. In fact, the 
pressure for new housing as a result 
of exponentially increasing property 
values in the GTHA and people moving 
out has led to residential property 
values in this city more than doubling 
over the past five years. This, in turn, 
has led to a crisis in affordable housing, 

a problem the CIP is claimed to partly 
address. Simply put, we do not need 
to use public money for development 
which is going to happen anyway. On 
top of this, the policy, which includes 
a budget of $1,250,000 in 2021, was 
adopted during, and without factoring 
in, the potential effects of the second 
wave of the Coronavirus. 

Not only are there many private 
sector businesses hurting, there 
are many public service and not-
for-profit organizations which 
provide recreational and other 
programming in our community who 
need governments’ help more than 
we know. Not properly weighing 
the broader reality of the seismic 
shift in economics, society, people’s 
emotional health, wellbeing and the 
financial challenges for many people 
and small businesses, leaves a major 
gap. Not only should this socio-
economic climate be considered, so 
should mounting municipal budget 
deficits. Ironically, the narrow sector 
this program is targeted to subsidize is 
perhaps the one of the least affected 
by the public health restrictions and 
one that has been highly profitable. 
In essence, this decision forces you to 
pay more taxes while a small group of 
special interests pays less.

One pleasant bit of news is that the 
west pier is approaching completion 
and hopefully will soon be open to the 
public, maybe by the end of the year. 
The full reconstruction project on 

both sides of the harbour is scheduled 
to be completed by next Spring.

A decision was taken to close Bill 
Burgoyne Memorial Arena this winter 
to complete extensive refurbishment, 
which will leave us with a greatly 
improved and more efficient and 
accessible facility. The issue of loud 
vehicular noise has been recurrent. 
Councillor Garcia and I have been 
advocating for greater vigilance from 
the Niagara Regional Police, which 
has led to some improvement, though 
we have some distance to go.

One of the positive impacts 
of Covid-19 has been a renewed 
appreciation for our parks, trails and 
outdoor greenspaces, particularly 
beaches and waterfront areas. As 
a person who has long pushed for 
increased public access to Lake 
Ontario and investments in parks 
in general, I am heartened by this 
recognition and will continue to 
work for these improvements.  Many 
thanks to my friend and partner in 
representing Port Dalhousie Ward, 
Councillor Carlos Garcia, particularly 
for being a stalwart during a trying 
time for my family. 

One last thing, the City cleared 
the brush above the second lock of 
the third canal in Jaycee Gardens Park 
improving visibility and attractiveness

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

- Bruce Williamson
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Continued on page 13

The origins of fire fighting and fire 
prevention in Ontario—and in 

the Niagara Region—are nearly as 
old as the province itself. The threat 
of destructive, accidental fires was 
omnipresent during the earliest period 
of settlement, when the majority of 
houses were of wooden construction, 
and heating and cooking was typically 
done over a hearth. 

Various towns and villages passed 
their own fire fighting by-laws. For 
example, in April 1800 the Town of York 
(Toronto) passed a regulation which 
required that all citizens were to keep 
two ladders outside their houses (one 
to reach the eaves of the building, and 
the other placed on the roof beside 
the chimney), as well as to have two 
fire buckets capable of holding two 
gallons (approximately 9 litres) placed 
near or beside the front door. Bucket 
brigades were not the most effective 
way to combat a blaze, and in 1826 
Toronto purchased its first fire engine 
(a manual pumper) and built its first 
fire hall or station. Similar regulations 
were enacted here in the Niagara area. 

It was around 1828-35 that the first 
Fire Company was established in the 
Town of Niagara and an engine as well 
as hooks and ladders were procured. 
The first major, destructive blaze in St. 
Catharines of which we have any record 
occurred in 1819 when the surrounding 
forests and some of the homes in what 
is now the downtown core were “swept 
by fire.” A volunteer fire company 
was accordingly organized through 
the efforts of Henry Mittleberger, an 
early merchant, in 1822. Nevertheless, 
destructive fires frequently continued 
to take a toll in the downtown core 
between the 1830s and 1860s. 

The first fire engine, a hand-
pumper called the “Jenny Lind,” was 
acquired for the protection of the 
town. The famed Swedish opera star 
would probably not have been amused 
knowing that this cumbersome, noisy, 
piece of equipment was named in her 
honour. By 1866, St. Catharines could 
boast of having two engine companies, 
a hose company, and a hook and 
ladder company. Men and equipment 
could not be dispatched to fight fires 
outside of the town/city limits without 
the express approval of the mayor or 
the fire chief, since the community 

“Fire! Fire! False Alarm!” A Short History of Fire Fighting in Port Dalhousie
could not be left unprotected for any 
extended period of time. This policy 
was to have disastrous consequences 
on more than one occasion. 

Port Dalhousie did not have a 
fire brigade during its first fifty years, 

and the inhabitants of the village 
undoubtedly relied upon the old 
“bucket brigade” method of fire 
fighting. One fire in 1869 started in 
the kitchen of Sam Coles’ hotel and 
caused damage to Martindale’s dry 

goods store, Wood’s grocery, Denton’s, 
and the Walkerly Hotel before it was 
brought under control. 

The newspapers reported that the 
question of establishing a hook and 
ladder company was raised in April 1878 

“because of the numerous fires the 
village has experienced lately.” A much 
more destructive fire swept through 
the Front Street block soon after in 
August 1878, which razed several large 
buildings including Joseph Walkerly’s 

hotel, and shops owned by John T. 
Young and Thomas Lynch. Damage was 
estimated at $20,000 which was only 
partly covered by insurance. 

Despite the proposal to establish 
a fire brigade in the village, little or no 

steps appear to have been 
taken in the matter. The 
newspapers periodically 
reported on fires that 
damaged buildings and 
businesses. In December 
1883, a “serious fire” 
broke out in the reading 
room of the Wood House 
Hotel which spread to 
other buildings including 
the McNulty Hotel. The 
newspaper report noted 
that this was “the third 
time” that the Wood 
House had caught fire. 
There was one fatality, 
“a deaf, coloured hostler 

was severely burned and died…in the 
St. Catharines Hospital.” Unfortunately, 
the name and death of this poor man 
was not even recorded in the provincial 
vital statistics! 
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25 Main Street Port Dalhousie 905.938.0479

Come in,
sit back,

relax and make 
yourself

Wonderful!

Come in,
sit back,

relax and make 
yourself

Wonderful!

Tell Us Your Story, Wayne Malton

Our Iconic Lighthouses
Port Dalhousie served as the Lake Ontario terminus for 

the Welland Canal from 1829, when the canal opened, 
until 1932 when the canal entrance was shifted roughly 
4 kilometers east to Port Weller. A lighthouse was mark-
ing Port Dalhousie as early as 1833, for in that year funds 
for nails and wicking for the lighthouse were provided. A 
severe gale in early 1837 destroyed the lighthouse and in-
jured most of the east pier requiring 1,245 feet of it to be 
rebuilt. A frame lighthouse was hastily built as a replace-
ment. 

As part of the improvements made during the con-
struction of the second version of the Welland canal, a 
new harbour was built at Port Dalhousie that provided a 
depth of twelve feet instead of the 8 and half feet. Parallel 
piers were carried roughly 2,000 feet out into Lake Ontar-
io, and then in 1850, the east pier was capped with a cir-
cular wooden lighthouse that stood forty-four feet tall. A 
revolving lighting apparatus with ten lamps and reflectors 
was used in the tower’s lantern room to produce a flashing 
light that could be seen up to 12 miles. The lighthouse was 

Continued on page 20

“In 1878, a square wooden tower was 
built at the end of the new pier, about 

300 feet north of the existing main 
lighthouse, to form a set of range 

lights for entering the canal.” 
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Continued from page 10

Continued on page 17

In early January 1899 a fire erupted 
in the boiler room of the Rubber Factory. 
Employees attempted to extinguish the 
blaze with a hose line, but the flames 
quickly reached the varnish room 
and “the building was soon a roaring 
inferno and doomed.” The fire jumped 
across the street to Wood’s grist mill. A 
steam pumper could not be sent from 
St. Catharines to combat the blaze due 
to the poor condition of the roads. 
Damage to the mill was estimated to 
be $5,000, the building was insured—
but not its contents. The damage to 
the Rubber Factory was much higher, 
about $100,000, and 250 employees 
were temporarily thrown out of work. 

In November 1904, the steamer 
“Ocean” was burned while berthed for 
repairs at Muir’s Drydock. The fire was 
called in around 2 pm, but it took forty 
minutes for a horse drawn pumper 
to arrive from St. Catharines! By 
that point the vessel was a total loss, 
totally burned out except for the hull. 
Damage was estimated at $25,000. The 
newspaper report lamented that Port 
Dalhousie had no fire engine to protect 
the village (St. Catharines Standard, 

Nov. 18, 1904.) 
In the early morning hours of 

December 7, 1910, the fifty-year old 
Grand Trunk elevator located on the 
Michigan side of the canal caught fire 
and quickly spread to the nearby ice 
houses and Powell’s coal sheds. A call 
for assistance was 
made but before 
the fire engine 
could arrive from 
St. Catharines 
the structure was 
fully engulfed 
and eventually 
collapsed, burning 
for several hours. 

Plans to 
organize a volunteer 
fire brigade appear 
to have been 
u n s u c c e s s f u l l y 
discussed once again in 1911. The 
village was finally awakened to the 
urgency of establishing a brigade 
following another blaze in 1920. 
Around noon on January 5th, fire broke 
out in the house of John Dixon “on top 
of the hill near Lock 1 on Michigan side.” 

His brother, James, was attempting to 
save household furnishings when the 
burning roof collapsed on him. He was 
hospitalized in critical condition with 
severe burns to his face, hands, neck, 
feet, legs, and torso. He appears to 
have survived and recovered from his 

injuries, only to die 
in early December 
1929 from shock 
after falling into the 
old canal at Lock 
1 (St. Catharines 
Standard, Jan. 5, 
1920) 

In early February 
1920 a volunteer 
fire brigade was 
finally formed after 
a meeting was held 
at the town hall. 
Thomas Chapman 

was elected to serve as the first fire 
chief, and John Renwick was the 
“assistant chief.” By 1921, the Port 
Dalhousie Volunteer Fire Brigade 
numbered 22 members. One of their 
first pieces of equipment was “an old 
hand reel” which they acquired from St. 

Catharines. Drills were held to train the 
men, and the crew responded to their 
first “blaze” on the “east side” on the 
evening of October 1st 1921. It proved 
to be nothing more than a rubbish fire! 

In October 1922 the crew 
responded to a fire that had started in 
the frame house of Mr. P. Shaw at the 
corner of Main and Church Streets. 
The flames quickly spread to the 
neighbouring Bowie house. The fire 
had made some headway before the 
brigade arrived, due to a delay caused 
“when a wheel came off the reel 
which was drawn by an automobile” 
(Standard, Oct. 29, 1922.) 

It was reported that the town 
council considered the purchase of 
a fire truck in January 1923 from the 
LaFrance Fire Engine Co. of Toronto at 
a reported cost of $1,250 “in three-
year payments.” It was equipped with 
250 feet (76 m) of hose, ladders, and 
a chemical tank. In 1946 the brigade 
purchased a GMC International 
Seagrave pumper for $6,000. It had 
a 1,000-gallon (4,000 l) tank and was 
given the pet-name of “Old Beulah”, ten 

“Fire! Fire! False Alarm!” 



A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES14

Continued on page 18

The dance pavilion at Lakeside Park would 
be nothing but four walls and a slippery 

floor were it not for the musicians who 
brought it to life night after night, year after 
year. 

Dancing has always been a part of 
the recreational opportunities available at 
Lakeside Park. As far back as 1902, “elegant 
dancing” was advertised at the park. In 1928 
an evening at the Port dance pavilion was 
advertised as ‘the smartest dance music in 
the District’. A newspaper advertisement 
in the 30s announced the Columbia Dance 
Orchestra and Jack Evans and His Famous 
Radio Orchestra. And then there was Al 
Linton and his Orchestra, the Clarence Colton 
Orchestra and Bruce Anthony’s Orchestra,  
just a few of the other bands that played 
there. In June 1930 the American Legion 
Saxophone Band enticed people out on the 
dance floor, and on Friday, August 29, 1930, 
the Niagara Falls Gazette advertised an 
August 31 “Midnite frolic -  One Minute After 
Midnite!”

The park usually opened on the May 
24 Victoria Day weekend, and closed on 
Labour Day. On August 25, 1930 the Gazette 
advertised the finals in the dance contest 
and announced that “ there will be a dance 
next Friday night, which with the Labour Day 
program will be one of the closing features of 
the season at the park.”

June 22, 1934 the Gazette reads: – 
“Saturday, June 23 - Good Year Day dancing 
afternoon and evening with Jack Crawford’s 
orchestra” and again, for July 4, 1934 USA 
Independence Day at Lakeside Park – “Come 
and spend the day dancing to the Jack Evans 
radio band with a special feature, the Royal 

Hawaiian’s of Welland.” I wonder if they wore 
hula skirts and played ukuleles?

Another advertisement in The Niagara 
Falls Gazette on July 3, 1941 invited readers 
to “Dancing July 4 and every weekday night 
in the pavilion to the smooth, sweet swing of 
Jack Evans.” 

According to Bruce Anthony, son of the 

late conductor/arranger by the same name, 
that depending on the size of the venue, 
bands were made up of anywhere from five 
pieces to an orchestra composed of four or 
five sax/clarinet players in the front row, three 
or four trumpets, three or four trombones, a 
pianist, a drummer/percussionist, a bass and 
maybe a guitar. Some even had a flute and, if 

it was a really posh occasion, there might be a 
violin or two.

The bandleader - and in this case Bruce 
Anthony Sr. - did the arranging of the pieces 
for the band and made up the playlist. (I 
wondered why I saw the same drummer in 
most of the photographs taken of the bands 
during that era. Son Bruce told me it was 

because he knew the playlist).
The Bruce Anthony band offered 

such beautiful dance music as “Georgia”,” 
I Only Have Eyes for You” and “My Funny 
Valentine”. They played the tunes of 
Benny Goodman and his band as well as 
the music of Artie Shaw and Glenn Miller. 
Dance music, swing music, and it wasn’t 
New Year’s Eve without Guy Lombardo’s 
“Auld Lang Syne”. It was also the era when 
rock ‘n’ roll began.  

It’s interesting to see how dance 
styles changed from the 20s when 
The Charleston was banned in many 
places due to the likelihood that women’s 
legs would be exposed, to the 50s and 
60s when the girls were tossed over the 
back of their male partners during a lively 
session of rock ‘n’ roll.

Orchestras also played on the popular 
moonlight and afternoon cruises of the 
steamers Northumberland and Dalhousie 
City from Toronto and back. 
Bruce remembers people disembarking 

from a ship on the pier and walking over to the 
dance pavilion. “They would pay their 50cent 
admission, and have their hand stamped 
so they could come and go, as many likely 
enjoyed the midway as well as the dancing. 
There was always a bit of a crush at the 
pavilion when people were looking to find a 

table and seats for their group. Everyone was 
in an excellent mood after socializing with 
friends on the ship and they all were looking 
forward to dancing with their sweethearts 
to really good live music. This was a real 
occasion.” 

My grandmother had saved out of her 
grocery money to afford my father, Floyd 
Crabtree, music lessons when he was just 
a kid. By the time he was in his early 20s he 
was earning money playing sax and clarinet, 
and filled in, if they didn’t have a vocalist, 
with the Bruce Anthony Orchestra during 
the late 1930s and early 40s. Dad has been 
gone since 1969 but I’m fortunate to have a 
small blue book in which he kept meticulous 
records of the hundreds of engagements he 
played from Sept. 15, 1938 until the end of 
April 1944. Many were at Lakeside Park. In 
1942, from May 2 until the park closed on 
September 9, his records show that he played 
65 engagements at the pavilion. 

Sometimes the musicians were paid 
according to the take at the door. Often, they 
played for what seems like peanuts to us 
right now but  remember that (depending on 
where you look) back in 1938 a dozen eggs 
cost 36 cents, a loaf of bread was nine cents, 
milk 10 cents a quart and you could buy a 
half-decent car for under $700. An average 
annual salary was $1600. My father had a 
day job but put every cent he made playing 
towards a down payment on a house for his 
growing family (me). 

Dad was also secretary-treasurer of the 
local chapter 299 of the American Federation 
of Musicians (AF of M) for many years and, 

Big Bands at Lakeside Park
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Editors Note:  Port Dalhousie – An Intimate History

The new book published by Christine Aloian-Robertson and David Serafino has made 
a notable contribution to the history of Port Dalhousie.  It builds significantly on an 

older book about Port developed in the 1970’s by the Port Dalhousie Quorum entitled 
“ Port Dalhousie: A History Outline”.  Some of the stories you may have read about in 
the Reporter and other previously published booklets about Port Dalhousie; in this book, 
they are all gathered together in an easily accessible format.It has been greatly enhanced 

by adding a large number of new 
and intimate stories of actual 
interviews with residents who lived 
through the heyday period of Port 
Dalhousie as well as included a 
large number of new photographs 
that few may have seen. It shows 
us why the preservation of our past 
is so important for our future as a 
historic community.  

In gathering together a lot of 
this history, the authors have done 
the community a great service. 
If you don’t have one already we 
highly recommend it to you.   
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Continued on next page

St. Catharines has been known as the 
Garden City of Canada since the 1880s 

when visitors to Niagara would travel to 
the city to view the colourful floral displays. 
Throughout the past 100 years, the tradition 
has continued. With that in mind, the 

City of St. Catharines initiated the Trillium 
Awards for landscape harmony in 1985. 
The program’s mandate is to recognize and 
honour those who have helped beautify our 
community.

Each year the City presents awards 
in a variety of categories including Civic 
Beautification, Green Leader, Community’s 
Choice Award and Mayor’s Award. In 2020, 
with people spending more time at home in 
their yards during the pandemic, the green 
thumb competition was high level indeed. 

We are proud to announce that Port 
Dalhousie residents were recipients of two 
top awards this year. 

The Mayor’s Award goes to the best 
front yard garden out of all the nominations 
that come in. Congratulations to the Kreuk 
Family of 1 Sheridan Court! 

The Community’s Choice Award was 
a new category this year. Residents were 
asked to submit photo or video nominations 
of their favourite gardens throughout the 
city. Top gardens were chosen, and the 
community was then asked to vote for their 
favourite. Congratulations to the Mako 
family – winners of this inaugural Trillium 
Award! 

Do you have a neighbour whose stellar 
garden deserves recognition? Consider 
nominating them for an award next year.  

Port Dalhousie Gardens Recognized With Trillium Awards

The Mako Family Gardens

The Kreuk Family Front Yard Garden

* Also available at Charlotte Fashions.
Gifting out of Town? Order from Lulu.
com & send to a friend with a 5-day 
delivery. $35 includes tax and shipping.
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An Open Invitation to Join Us 

A Blessed Christmas and Healthy New Year to All!  
   

A Wonderful Place to Spiritually Nurture Yourself and Your Family. 

Christmas Eve In-Person Service at 7 pm. 
Sunday and Christmas Devotions on Facebook

Visit Our St. John’s Facebook Page for our VIRTUAL COMFORT and JOY BAZAAR!
Offerings listed mid-November. Pick-up first week of December.

Sunday Services at 8:00 am and 10:00 pm

The congregation of St. John’s wishes to extend to 
The Venerable Bruce McPetrie and his wife Suzanne 

our heartfelt thanks for their untold hours of work and caring behind the scenes all through this pandemic to 
ensure that so many tasks were completed when the church building was closed and most volunteers unable to be 

present, for innovating the moving devotions posted every Sunday at 9 a.m. on Facebook that have reached out 
not only to our own membership who remain safely at home but to those beyond, and for continuing to give us 

hope and optimism when our in-person worship and social gatherings are so restricted.  
We are blessed to have you both among us!

 During the Pandemic:
Public Health approved protocols are in place

for all in-person worship and entry into our facilities.
Our Facebook Devotions continue with new postings every Sunday at 9 am.

Outreach efforts to support Community Care and Dignity Kits for those at risk.

For More Information 
Contact us at 905.935.6021 or email: stjohnschurch@cogeco.net 

Church Office hours Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
www.niagaraanglican.ca/parish/st-johnsst-catharines
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In a social media post during 
September, Sweets Cafe & Bis-
tro poked fun at themselves de-
claring “We’re Open. We’re Sani-
tized. We’re Distanced. Please Tell 
Your Grandma”. What they should 
have said was “Please, Bring your 
Grandma!”. Yes, Grandma will feel 
right at home at Sweets Cafe & Bis-
tro, but her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren will feel just as comfy 
and pleased with what this Bistro 
has to offer. This isn’t just a place 
for Grandma!

Peering in her beautiful round 
windows at the corner of Ontario 
Street and Lakeport Road, you will 
find homemade meals and des-
serts being consumed by tables of 
delighted diners of all generations. 
Whether they are on their way in 
or out of Port Dalhousie, a stop 
at Sweets always provides a wel-
coming comfort, especially needed 

during these uncomfortable times. 
For those who are not as com-

fortable with the option of dining in, 
Sweets offers takeout on all of their 
menu items so they may still be 
enjoyed from the comfort of your 
own home. While the adoption to 
take out during the pandemic is a 
welcome addition, the real excite-
ment comes from 
Sweets Cafe 
& Bistro’s new 
weekly curbside 
menu items for 
Friday pickup. 

Each week, 
the Sweets team 
creates a special 
surprise menu 
that is unveiled 
on Mondays via 
Sweets Face-
book page. The 
menu will typ-
ically include 
a fresh dinner 
that serves two, 
homemade soup 
options, salad options as well as 
freezer meals that you may enjoy 
through the week. Orders are ac-
cepted via phone or as a Facebook 
message and may be picked up on 
Fridays between 3:00-4:30, giving 
you something to look forward to 
throughout the week. 

out of 5

- Adam Cooke

Creativity and hard work go into 
creating a new weekly menu, but 
are so welcomed by all who en-
joy (and rave about) their favourite 
bistro. Recently I enjoyed a “stew 
for two” Sweets Beef Bourguignon 
dish that was under-priced consid-
ering the quality of a meal for two 
and over- delivered in taste and en-

joyment. The fro-
zen French Onion 
Soup had called 
my name from the 
freezer, but due 
to the gluttony I 
felt after the Beef 
Bourguignon din-
ner, I decided to 
call it a night.

I should also 
note that during a 
separate visit on 
a weekday morn-
ing, the in-Bistro 
experience left 
me feeling safe 
and comfortable 
due to the health 

measures that are strictly followed 
and practiced by the staff. The 
only slight discomfort I felt was the 
twinge of guilt for having a second 
piece of cake to go with my finely 
crafted cappuccino. 

From here forward it should be 
known by anyone just inside or out-

side of Port Dalhousie that ‘starting 
your weekend off right’ should ac-
tually begin on Monday. How does 
that make sense? Well, by visiting 
Sweets Cafe & Bistro on Monday 
morning you may enjoy a finely 
crafted coffee and a light break-
fast, as you check out the Curbside 
menu and place your order for Fri-
day evening. That’s how you start 
the weekend off right. 

If you can’t bring your Grand-
ma in person, don’t fret — you may 
also surprise her with a delivery 
from your favourite Bistro and I’m 
sure she’ll think of you with just one 
word:

Sweet! 

Sweet’s Cafe & Bistro is open 
from Monday to Saturday for take-
out and in-Bistro dining between 10 
am and 3 pm. Weekly curbside pick-
up options are uploaded on Monday 
morning to Facebook, and orders 
via phone and facebook messenger 
are accepted until Thursday morn-
ing. Pickup for curbside service is 
on Friday between 3:00 and 4:30. 
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The COVID 
FolliesIn 1949 Port bought its first ambulance, a “Pontiac 

Sedan Delivery.” In 1957, a second pumper (a Ford 
LaFrance, with a 625-gallon/2,400 l tank) was added 
to the equipment at the fire hall. Some old residents 
remember that calls would be made to Mrs. Bird, 
who lived near the fire station on Brock Street. One 
of her family members would then run to the station 
and ring the fire bell in order to alert the volunteers 
to respond to the emergency call. 

During the 1940s and ‘50s the volunteer 
brigade was called upon to knock down some 
well-known fires: at the Port Dalhousie Canning 
Factory of Canadian Canners (October 1943) which 
caused $75,000 in damages including thousands of 
“exploded tomato juice cans;” at the NuBone Corset 
Factory (Jan. 1945); at Chief Smiley’s abode at the 
old boat livery (March 1948); the “Northumberland” 
(June 1949); and at the Star of the Sea Church in 
September 1947. The Port brigade was often called 
upon to render “Mutual Aid” assistance to other 
stations in combating stubborn, multi-alarm fires. 
In October 1958 the Port brigade assisted in putting 
out fires at three cottages in Port Weller East; in July 
1959 when the tugboat “Grand Bank” capsized and 
exploded in the chamber of Lock 4; and at an oil spill 
at the “Homer docks” in October 1959. 

Adequate fire protection for Port Dalhousie was 
one of the points that was discussed in the years 
leading up to Amalgamation with the City of St. 
Catharines in 1960-61. Port remained an operational, 
volunteer brigade within the city, and the men were 
given proper training in the use of equipment, CPR, 
fire behaviour and extinguishment, ice and water 
rescue, and extrication procedures. 

The brigade responded to a second fire at the 
NuBone factory in September 1960. That serious 
fire, with “flames shooting through the roof,” 
trapped six of the volunteer firemen (including Chief 
George Coburn) inside the building. The men were 
eventually rescued, and the fire caused an estimated 
$112,286 in damages and put 51 factory employees 
out of work. 

During the 1960s and ‘70s the brigade responded 
to serious fires and other emergency calls: at the 
Concession stands in Lakeside Park (July 1969) 
$21,000 in damages including pinball machines and 
stuffed toys; at the Irish Dry Beverage factory on 
Lakeshore Road which caused $188,384 in damages 
(July 1969); the Boese Foods Warehouse, $45,000 in 
damages (Sept. 1969); the Dance Pavilion at Lakeside 
Park, with “flames 100 feet in the air,” damage 
$15,000; and to search for the bodies of four young 
men whose car crashed through the fence at the 
hydro weir in September 1973. 

The Port Dalhousie Volunteer Fire Brigade 
celebrated its 75th anniversary in 1996, and will 
proudly observe its centenary year in 2021! 

 
 

Fire Fighting ... Continued

- Brian Narhi
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considering the amount of money he made when he first started 
playing, I think becoming part of the union was most likely his 
way of trying to improve things, not only for himself but for all 
of the other musicians who spent their nights away from their 
families giving other people a good time. I noted in Dad’s records 
that his payment for gigs went from as little as $2.50 in 1938 
for four hours of playing up to $5, $6, and even $12 each for 
engagements in 1944.  This was quite an improvement and 
I think it was because musicians who joined the union were 
mandated to only play in venues that paid union scale. If an 
establishment hired non-union musicians and didn’t pay scale, 
the place would be blacklisted and no union member would be 

allowed to play there.
According to Rick Richardson, secretary-treasurer of local 

298, that now covers all of the Niagara area from Niagara Falls to 
Grimsby, St. Catharines local 299 was very strong during the 30s 
through the 60s, but then membership fell, and local 299 was 
amalgamated into 298. 

“Before the union you had to get what you could from the 
employer,” Rick said. “When someone requested a piece from 
the orchestra it was suggested that they write the name of the 
request on a $5 bill and slip it in the jar placed at the corner of 
the stage. With the advent of the union, at least members of the 
orchestra knew that they were going to get a more appropriate 
wage for their hours of playing and they didn’t have to rely on 
tips to augment their pay.”

Bruce Anthony recalled a time when he was young and 
excited to be playing on New Year’s Eve, which was a big deal and 
paid good money. “My dad said that the secretary-treasurer of 
the union was coming to pick him up and that I’d better get out of 
here because I wasn’t union. I was all dressed up, standing at the 
bottom of the stairs, eager to get out there and toot when Floyd 
walked in.  He took one look at me and said to my dad, ‘He doesn’t 
belong to the AF and M,’ and to me, ‘I really hope to see you in the 
new year.’  I joined.”

For many years, dedicated groups of young musicians brought 
the Lakeside Park Dance Pavilion to life for hundreds of thousands 
of people from across the lake, from across the river and across the 

decades. They left their wives and children at home while 
they played their hearts out on New Year’s Eve, Valentine’s 
Day, and countless nights in between for generations of 
people to enjoy themselves. After sundown, the musicians 
were truly the heartbeat of Port Dalhousie. 

Thanks to Bruce Anthony, Rick Richardson and John 
House. For more on the big bands and dance pavilions see 
“Let’s Dance! A Celebration of Ontario’s Dance Halls and 
Summer Dance Pavilions” by Peter Young, (2002) www. 
naturalheritagebooks.com. Big band music can be heard for 
five hours every Sunday night on JAZZ.FM91 radio brought to 
you by Glen Woodcock.

- Linda Crabtree

The Bruce Anthony Band

Big Bands at Lakeside Park ... Continued
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Continued on  page 21

The Sights and Sounds of Rowing
The words Port Dalhousie and rowing 

are pretty much synonymous. Bill Stevens has 
provided us with a wonderful article about 
the historical importance of lacrosse on the 
small community. But it’s rowing that has had 
the biggest socio-economic impact on the 
town.

I grew up in what could be called the 
golden era of rowing. There were few sport-
ing attractions on the scale of this sport, and 
Port Dalhousie was and continues to be the 
focal point for many regattas, that draw thou-
sands to the town, both rowers and specta-
tors, on an annual basis.

Rowing is still a big deal, but it doesn’t 
command the attention it did back in the 60s 
when I participated. So, here are some of my 
recollections of that different time:

The old rowing club shell house was a 
large tin-sheeted storage building that origi-
nally had stored the locks from the Welland 
ship canal for winter. It wasn’t fancy by any 
means: dirt floor where the shells were 
stored, cold showers, and tattered furniture 
with the stuffing coming out. But it was ours, 
and we loved it.

The shell house was on the south side of 
the street, and the water on the other. This 
meant crossing the road and stopping traf-
fic in order to launch the rowing shells. This 
occurred every evening during the summer, 
from 5 until dark, multiple times obviously, 
but no drivers ever complained, it was a fact 
of life in Port.

In the early days a shotgun was used to 
start races, and at the finish, for 1st and 2nd 
place finishers. You could hear the blast all 
over town. If you were near the finish area, 
you saw the smoke from the starting gun, 
about 4-5 seconds before you heard the 
bang.

All summer long in the evenings you 
could hear coaches and coxies yelling instruc-
tions to their crews, and the sounds of the 

rudder handles banging on the gunwale to 
set the pace for the crew.

The starters instructions have changed 
over time. It used to be “Sit up,.....are you 
ready,.....bang!”, but when the Centennial 
Regatta happened in 1967, the FISA instruc-
tions became “Et vous pret,....parti!”,.....and 
now it’s “Attention”, followed by a hesitation 
then an air horn or “Go” and dropping the 

red flag!
During the season, you would see row-

ers training by running through town, and 
sometimes running up and down the tortu-
ous sand piles behind the shell house.

We invited the world’s best rowers to 
Port three times; The Centennial Regatta in 
1967, and the FISA World Rowing Champi-
onships in 1970 and 1999. In order to host 
these events, a new improved venue was 

required to bring it up to 
international standards. So 
what had been Reid’s Island 
halfway up the course, even-
tually became Henley Island. 
But to prepare it, the island 
was doubled in size over a 
few years, a new shell house 
was built, a starting platform 
installed, metal towers every 
500 meters, and cables for 
lane markers installed. We 
had hit the big time, but a lot 
of us missed the casual and 
informal environment of the 

old tin shell house.
At major regattas, especially Henley 

and Schoolboy, Port was completely overrun 
with people. No parking could ever be found, 
rowers meandered and ran through town, 
as the majority were billeted with families 
in Port. They usually became part of those 
families. They were from such exotic places 
like Philadelphia, New York City, Boston, De-

troit, and sometimes even Mexico City. And 
crews from our west coast, Shawnigan Lake, 
and of course the UBC Thunderbirds. How 
cool is that name. We were all in awe. They 
were our heroes, but not only that, we got to 
practice alongside guys who had been to the 
Olympics!

The variety of cool club shirts that you 
would see in the stands, or in town, was al-
ways a sight. And sometimes, as a tradition, 
the winning crew would get the racing sin-
glets from the losers, which made it even 
more special.

The grandstand was packed every day 
of the regatta, and you had better get there 
early for a seat. But don’t take Marie Holme’s 
or Bev Morris’ seat or there’d be hell to pay! 
And if you didn’t want to fork over the ad-
mission for the grandstand, and wanted a 
more leisurely time, then Canal Street was 
the place to watch the races, and still is. But 
again you had to get there early because 
people could be 4-5 deep. And as a bonus, 
the houses on Canal St. usually had festivities 
happening! 

I recall the thunderous, fever-pitched 
sound of the packed crowds in the grand-
stand on Canal Street, and the various spec-
tators lining the course. Nothing more so 
than in 1961, when St. Catharines won the 
Ned Hanlon Trophy for the very first time, 
emblematic of the Heavyweight Eight Cham-
pionship race. The air wasn’t filled with just 
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... Continued Our Iconic Lighthouses

Thanks to 
The St. Catharines Heritage Committee

and  Planning and Building Services
City Hall, P.O. Box 3012

Phone: 905-688-5600 ext. 1719

hailed as one of the best on Lake Ontario. 
Johnathan Woodall had been the keeper of the light at Port Dalhousie for over 

twenty years when he retired in 1872 and was replaced by William Woodall. One 
of the tower’s circular burner lamps exploded in 1876 causing a fire that badly 
damaged the lighting apparatus and lantern room. As a result a new iron lantern 
room with thirty by sixty inch glass panes was installed, along with a new revolving 
lighting apparatus that had six circular burners and a like number of eighteen inch 
reflectors.

In 1878, a square wooden tower was built at the end of the new pier, about 
300 feet north of the existing main lighthouse, to form a set of range lights for en-
tering the canal. The main lighthouse stood upon a cribwork block attached to the 
east pier, and in 1893, this foundation was found to be settling due to the rotting of 
the timberwork. William Noble, foreman of works for the department of Marine, 
built a new foundation for the light house consisting of a circular steel casing filled 
with cement, but when preparations were being made to relocate the lighthouse 
to its new foundation, it was found to be in such poor condition that a new tower 
was deemed necessary. The lantern and illuminating apparatus from the previous 
lighthouse were used on the new one and the total cost for the work came to 
$2,157.51.

In response to requests from steamship owners, a large bell, provided by the 
Lakeside Navigation company, was attached to the front light at Port Dalhousie in 
1896. The bell was rung by hand by the keeper and replaced a less powerful hand 
operated foghorn. The Department of Railways and Canals replaced the decayed 
cribwork top of the east pier with concrete in 1896, and at the same time, the 
Department of Marine built a substantial concrete foundation for the outer range 
light. As part of this work, the elevated wooden walkway was taken down and a 
new one supported by steel bents was erected. 

At 8:05 am on August 12, 1898, the inner light house, erected just five years 
earlier, was struck by lightning and burned to the ground. Fortunately Captain Da-
vid Hunter, the lighthouse keeper, had finished his morning work and gone home 
for breakfast.

William Noble returned to Port Dalhousie and built the Octagonal wooden 

lighthouse that remains standing today. Instead of placing the lighthouse where 
the former one stood, a site on shore, just east of the east pier was selected. The 
new tower would be 1,500 feet for the outer lighthouse and provide a better range 
for entering the canal. A fixed red light was shown from the framework of the light-
house until the tower was completed at a cost of 2,943.19 and placed in operation. 
On June 1, 1902 the range lights were electrified and the characteristic of the inner 
light was changed from fixed red to osculating white. A diaphone fog alarm oper-
ated by air compressed by an electric motor was installed in the outer lighthouse 
in 1908. The Wilson Building and Contract Company of St. Catharines modified 
the tower so the fog horn could protrude through its lake facing side at a height 
of twenty-eight feet. An oil engine replaced the fog alarms electric plant in 1912. 

The range lights were automated in 1968, and the inner light was deactivated 
after the close of the 1988 navigation season. The outer 1878 lighthouse remains 
active today showing a light that is on for two seconds and then off for two sec-
onds. The discontinued inner lighthouse was designated a Recognized Federal Her-
itage building in 1990, and in 1997 it was transferred to the City of St. Catharines.

The lighthouse was restored between 2000 and 2002, at which time metal 
siding was placed on the lighthouse tower by the Coast Guard to prevent vandals 
from using the lighthouse’s wood to start fires. 

The inner lighthouse has a couple of unusual features: 
A Beaver weathervane surmounts the tower’s twelve-sided lantern room. Oth-

er lighthouses that are so equipped include El Parisienne, Otter Island and Slate 
Islands, all on Lake Superior. 

The lighthouse is one of just six wooden Octagonal ones remaining on the Ca-
nadian side of the Great Lakes. The others are Port Burwell on Lake Erie, Western 
Islands and Lonely Islands on Lake Huron, and Slate Islands and Otter Island on 
Lake Superior. 

In 2010, the St. Catharines Council agreed to pay Scott Construction Niagara 
Inc. $180,000 to restore and repaint the exterior of the inner range lighthouse. The 
restoration was part of a four part project that would qualify for a $1.9 million in 
federal funding if the work could be completed by March 31, 2011. 

Continued on page 23
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“RENOVATING PORT DALHOUSIE
ONE HOUSE AT A TIME.”

PHILBRICK
Construction Services Inc.

36 Scott St. West
St. Catharines

684-948590
5

DESIGN SERVICES
ADDITIONS RENOVATIONS≈

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL≈

“RENOVATING PORT DALHOUSIE
ONE HOUSE AT A TIME.”

PHILBRICK
Construction Services Inc.

36 Scott St. West
St. Catharines
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COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL≈ AUTO REPAIR • TIRES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES

HARVEY HAINER

1198 THIRD ST. LOUTH RR#3
ST. CATHARINES, ON  L2R 6P9

TEL:

FAX:

905.934.2331
905.934.5642

hainersdiscount@bellnet.ca
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cheers, but flowers were tossed to the 
crew. It was quite the sight.

The voices of Rex Steimers, and Bill 
Byrd, both mainstays of local radio, were 
located in a booth on the top of the grand-
stand and would get the crowds excited 
with their calling of the races over the 
loudspeakers!

No matter where you picked your 
viewing spot, you would occasionally need 
more food or drink, so the two corner 
stores in the area, Mrs. Thomson’s and 
Bucky’s, did a year’s worth of business in 
a few days. The aroma of the “World Fa-
mous Hot Dogs” served at the grandstand 
and the Island filled the air.

At that time, a box of the precious win-
ner’s medals were tossed to the coxie or 
stroke of the crew, when they backed into 
the front of the grandstand. Later on, they 
were handed to the crew member in a bas-
ket on a long stick. And now of course, the 
whole crew is presented their medals and 
trophy on the dock in front of the grand-
stand.

Who can forget the sight of Chief Smi-
ley entertaining the crowds between races 
with his sharpshooting demonstrations, 
the SeaBee mini hydrofoil races, and the 
yearly appearance of the red and blue 
RCMP launch.

As mentioned, parties were all a part 
of the festivities. None more so than at the 
Baker’s on Brock and Canals Streets, the 
Mackie’s just behind the grandstand, and 
at the Old Boys Clubhouse on the Island. It 
was definitely party time in Port!

Sights and Sounds

We are also. To that end we contacted Sheldon Rosen, the 
President of the Harbour Club and he provided us with 

some information regarding the progress of the Lincoln Fabrics 
condo project:

• The Harbour Club is now close to 80% sold even though there 
have been construction delays due to the COVID19 pandemic 
and other administrative hurdles. 

• Niacon Construction, the builder, have a 21-month completion 
schedule, with resources in place and more than 75% of 
the work tendered and ready to go. They expect to begin 
meaningful site mobilization in mid-December, subject to City 
cooperation regarding permits and avoiding any construction 
shut down by COVID-19 considerations.

• The Harbour Club also recently received three awards from the 
2020 Awards of Distinction by OHBA (Ontario Home Builders’ 
Association) two for Architectural Design and one for On-Site 
Sales Presentation.

Wondering About the Status 
of the Harbour Club Development?

John Stevens Sold Christmas Trees 
to Port’s Citizens for 34 Years

The scent of fresh cut evergreens hung in the air on 
Main Street in Port Dalhousie as John Stevens and his 

2-1/2 year old grandson Craig Thompson, prepares the 
Christmas  tree lot for the seasonal onslaught of customers. 
Stevens, shown here in 1992, was a Christmas tree vendor 
since 1934, and offered over 1,200 Scotch pine, spruce and 
balsam trees on weekends through the Christmas season.  
A Port Dalhousie tradition, Mr. Stevens offered customers 
hot chocolate, soup and hot dogs for his customers. The 
tree lot was located at 175-177 Main Street.  

- Pat “Patty” Brand

... Contd
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Carlos Garcia
Councillor, Port Dalhousie Ward

City of St. Catharines

- Roger Bradshaw

The Lincoln   1888 - 1920

On Oct. 9th ACO members went to the Willowbank School of 
Restoration Arts in Queenston to see how the restoration of the 

“Trolley Stop” was progressing. Since delivering it late in 2019 things 
were significantly delayed by the COVID 19 outbreak. This fall however 
the students have returned to Willowbank and the work has begun in 
earnest. 

Doug Vickers is the restoration carpenter leading the project. The 
2nd year students who are working on the body of the structure are: 
Krys Dale, Bonnie Liu, Rick Pali, Christopher Thorne, Anika Neuroth and 
Holly Thompson.

The 3rd and 1st year students who have worked on the roof, led by 
instructor Philip Hoad, are: Graham Forster, Lisa Christie, Emily Cheese, 
Antiy-Demian Savov, Meghan Lenz, Chris Riou, Sean Blank, Mackenzie 
Campbell, Remy Bles, Paul Veldman, Josh Chan, Dawn Chan and Johann 
Keus.

The enthusiasm of these students is palpable as they lovingly restore 
this amazing structure. They are having a lot of fun building it back 
better, and discovering the many stories it has to tell. People who carved 

their names on it in the early 20th 
century while they waited for the 
streetcar remain visible. We hope 
they will be able to tell us some 
of these stories. The final product 
should be at about 90% original as 
they put each piece, back where 
they found it. Only broken or 
rotten wood has been removed 
and period paint will be used to 
protect it. There will be a few 
upgrades so that it can be made 
useful for the community.    

We look forward to having this 
interesting and useful addition 
to Port Dalhousie for residents 
and visitors alike to enjoy. Any 
donation you could make toward 
this project would be greatly 
appreciated. Check out our 
website at 

https://www.pdconservancy.
org/ to learn how to donate. 

Trolley Shed Update

Dear residents of Port Dalhousie, 
We are the 2nd year students at Willowbank School of Restoration Arts in Queen-

ston (willowbank.ca). As part of our diploma program in Heritage Conservation, we 
are putting together a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) on Port Dalhousie’s 
commercial core (Lakeport Rd & Lock St) and Lakeside Park. The purpose of a CMP is 
to create a report in which we identify the heritage value of our focus area and pres-
ent recommendations for how best to preserve that value for the future. 

Community engagement is an integral component of the CMP, so we want to 
hear from you! The local community’s opinions and aspirations play a 
huge part in informing the recommendations we will make in our final 
report. Please take 10 minutes to complete our survey, either by scan-
ning the QR Code below, which will take you to the online survey, or by 
contacting willowbank@willowbank.ca to be emailed a copy. We will 
also be in the neighborhood to chat in person (with masks and physical 
distancing, of course) over the next few weeks. Thanks in advance for your feedback! 

- Willowbank Class of 2022

by Toronto Township in the semi-final round. The junior team played in the Port bowl until 
the O.L.A. forced the team to play the last three home games and playoffs of the 1969 sea-
son at Garden City Arena. Thus ended Junior lacrosse in the Port bowl.

The Port Dalhousie Vikings midget team won the 1970 Niagara District title and went 
on to win the Ontario Midget “B” championship. The team consisted of Bruce Jackson, Joe 
Martin, Steve Harnum, Barry Norton, Heintz Pietsch, Bill Rickers, Charles Mosher, Mike Mc-
Grath, Danny Peart, Glen Cyr, Pete Douglas, Mike Slade, Harry Patrick, Bill VanRuyven, Dan 
Atkinson, Dave Henderson and Gary Duncan. Coaches Gary VanShagan and Dick McGrath, 
manager Joe Cyr.

1971 saw a major change in minor lacrosse with the merger of the Port Dalhousie and 
St. Catharines groups. Instead of representative teams from both groups participating in Ni-
agara District league, provincial playoffs and tournaments, the new St. Catharines Minor La-
crosse Association would enter one team in each age group under the Golden Eagles team 
name. House leagues would continue inPort and at the Haig bowls under the new group.

The majority of the 1970 Port championship midget team moved up to juvenile age 
and the Golden Eagles juvenile team played as the Port Dalhousie Legion Branch 350 Vikings 
at the Port Bowl. They won 23 of their 25 games to win the Ontario Juvenile ‘A’ champion-
ship. That would be the last team to win a Provincial title to play out of the Port bowl.

With the opening of the Burgoyne arena in April of 1974, most of the lacrosse games 
moved there and the Port bowl was used primarily for practices. The City eventually decided 
that maintaining the bowl and paying the insurance was too much and in the late 1970’s the 
bowl was demolished leaving an asphalt area as a parking lot for the Lions Club.

- Bill Stevens

History of Lacrosse in Port - Part 2 ... Contd



A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES23 A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SERVING PORT DALHOUSIE WARD and ST. CATHARINES 23

The Reporter is looking for volunteer photographers and writers. 
If you have some Port-related photos or articles we would love to 

see them. Maybe they will be published in the next edition!

Please submit to: editor.reporter@gmail.com

Lighthouses
Lighthouse Keepers: Johnathon 

Woodall ( 1849-1872) William Wood-
all (1872-1879) Captain David Hunter 
(1879-1907) Bernard J. McGrath (1907-
1912) George Houston (1912-1923) L. 
Houston (1923-1924) PF Rooney (1924-
1937) Edward Rooney (1937- 1940) 

Sources: Annual Report of the 
Dept. of Marine and Annual Report of 
the Lake Carriers Association and the 
Report of the Board of Works. All from 
various years. 

Correction/Clarification 

In the last issue, the lighthouse 
article indicated correctly that 
various lighthouses served all 3 
canals, however it should have 
read Northern instead of Southern 
Terminus.   Furthermore the current 
set of lighthouses served mainly 
only the third Canal as the outer 
range lighthouse was built in 1878 
and the inner range light house 
was built in 1898. We apologise 
for any confusion. Thanks to Nancy 
Cameron for catching this!

- ED.

There have been a few inquiries the last couple issues to the whereabouts of the 
community calendar we normally run. While the editorial team is very happy to 
hear that so many use this feature, the decision was made not to run the com-
munity calendar during the time of Covid-19. Two main reasons are given: one 
is to lead by example and not assist in the promotion of gatherings which is not 
recommended at this time. And second, with conditions changing so rapidly, it is 
very difficult to keep up to date in a quarterly print format. That being said, if there 
is a community event that meets the current guidelines at the time AND has in its 
advertising the proper covid protocols that are to be followed, the Port Reporter is 
willing to consider assistance in promotion by advertising a flyer on our website. To 
submit an item for consideration please send to editor.portreporter@gmail.com. 
We look forward to being able to offer this to our readers some day post-pandemic. 

Where’s the Community Calendar?

- Condensed from the 
Friends of the Lighthouse Internet Article

... Continued 
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Happy Holidays From all of us at the 
Port Dalhousie Conservancy 
and the Port Reporter!

Photo by Dave Robinson


