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FORTRESS PORT DALHOUSIE - THE 
LOOK OF A DERELICT VILLAGE?

Story on Page 3

We thank everyone for their support during the past year and wish all a most enjoyable 
holiday season. May the wonderful community spirit we all enjoy live on for many 

years to come!
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IS THE PLANNING 
PROCESS BROKEN IN 

ST. CATHARINES?
B Y  H A N K  B E E K H U I S

I recently attended an open house at the 
Port Dalhousie Lions sponsored by the 
city of St. Catharines regarding the 
harbour lands in Port. It is a belated 
attempt by the Planning Services Dept. to 
“get it right”  before that area is 
developed. I applaud this effort and I 
remarked that evening that I was very 
sorry that this type of community 
planning session was not held before we 
ever got into the now famous “Tower 
Battle”. It is indeed a positive step, 
however, the problems with the planning 
process go much deeper. This became 
obvious at the meeting. Let me make 
some observations as to why I think that 
the current system is not working. It 
doesn’t work for citizens and it doesn’t 
even work for developers. 
   When we were asked to break into 
groups, it quickly became apparent that 
we were only looking at a small narrow 
strip of Port along the harbour and we 
were essentially being asked to ignore 
everything that had gone on before, or 
that could happen in 
the future on 
adjacent land. There 
was little recognition 
that the effects of 
development on this 
small stretch of land 
would affect the village itself and the 
surrounding lands. This myopic view of 
Planning simply does not address a 
holistic view of the area. For example: If 
you did have intense development, what 
parking and traffic pressures would that 
place on Rennie Park across the road? 
How would the views of other areas of 
the town (like the patios along Lakeport 
or the houses on Canal and Pine Sts.) be 
affected? We simply can’t look at 
Planning from such a narrow view 
because you have inevitable conflict with 
other developments and existing areas of 
the town.  You have to holistically take 

take into account the effects long term of what you 
propose on what has already occurred, what is there now 
and what others may want to do in the future. There are 
simply limits to growth in a limited access area. (one 
group’s proposals for several 9-10 storey condos 
notwithstanding).
    This brings me to my second point. The rules and by-
laws of the City are treated by many more like obstacles 
to be overcome than a framework within which to work. 
There appears to be very little respect for either the 
wishes of citizens or the rules that were established 
through the democratic process. Sometimes it appears 

that City Councillors seem to spend 
more time bending and breaking the 
rules than they do upholding and 
keeping them. What point is there to 
grand planning exercises when 
politicians have no will to enforce 
them? This is not only bad for citizens 

who are left with no one to defend them, but it is also 
frustrating for developers who try to plan within the 
rules. They watch others do everything in their power to 
ignore or subvert the plans and manipulate the public, 
and then feel like chumps for being so dumb as to think 
that the rules are there to follow. Pretty soon they too 
may feel compelled to join in the fray to keep up, 
leading to increasingly adversarial behaviour.
    The cause of this is that development is treated on an 
individual project basis. Developers try to buy up 
whatever they want and they work hard to influence the 
City’s agenda. Instead of having control over the 
process, the City acts as a referee or mediator between 
citizens and developers. Citizens are caught in the 
middle and if they want to uphold the laws, they have 
to do so out of their own pockets. In the meantime, 
developers are able to spend a lot of money seeking to 
influence others as to why the rules should be bent for 
them.  When new precedents are set, the next one says, 

“well you did it for them, why not for me?”  and so on. 
Developers also become ever more involved in 
campaign contributions (see article on page 8). They 
hire lobbyists and experts to ‘massage’ opinion. 
Planning is at risk of degenerating into a Wild West 
scenario over which no one has any control.  Something 
is wrong here. City Council should be there to defend 
the law and the citizens--that’s what they are elected 
for-- but they may end up being used to subvert the 
public will.
    If developers can’t get their way, they trot off to the 
OMB, which can be a useful mechanism for overriding 
the public will (represented either by a democratically 
elected Council or as community groups).

    The OMB is at risk of becoming little more than a 
rubberstamp for developers and as long as developers 
budget enough money into the project to fund the 
struggle, there is no need to listen to or negotiate with 
anyone. In the case of the tower, for example, an early 

survey of residents showed that 
85% of the residents were 
opposed and yet neither the 
Council nor the OMB took 
notice.    
    It is clear that citizens have 
to wake up, take back the 

planning process, and demand to be heard. It is, after all, 
our community and we are the ones directly affected by 
what happens. What it does take is a bit of time and 
involvement. Apathy is our worst enemy, it’s what’s 
counted on. If we fail to show up, then we really have no 
right to complain. Taking civic responsibility is a lot 
more than just voting on Election Day once every four 
years. (and we didn’t even do well at that) It doesn’t take 
a lot of time but it does take some. We need to support 
each other; otherwise, we will lose control, and Port will 
quickly cease to be the “village within a city.”  Port will 
become what the Toronto waterfront is, and we will have 
no one to blame but ourselves.
    Even as we write, there are plans for a new party bar 
in Port on Lakeport Rd and Hogan’s Alley. Only two 
residents were courageous enough challenge the liquor 
license and they are doing it on their own (see article on 
page 4). When it became clear that developers had been 
making excessive and illegal election campaign 
contributions to selected candidates for City and 
Regional Council, only one citizen had the courage to 
say, “No, this is wrong!”, and is also doing it on her own 
(see article on page 8).  It is time, folks, for us to take 
back our community and work together to make this 
community what we want it to be. There are now plans 
for a condo on the beach; soon there may be other condo 
plans for the Harbour lands. If we want to defend our 
Heritage district, now is the time, not after it’s all over.
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FORTRESS PORT DALHOUSIE - THE 
LOOK OF A DERELICT VILLAGE

The photo on the front page shows how the tower 
developers boarded up their properties along Lock 
St. in mid-November. It is a shocking visual that 
makes the village look decaying and derelict. This 
is an eyesore for the residents and, particularly 
negative for the businesses still operating in Port 
(the uncertainty surrounding the proposed tower 
development  continues). Of course, we all 
understand that there may be some protective 
barriers if and when the project starts so, is this it?  
If not, why did the developers do this and, why 
now?

First, this is NOT the beginning of work on the 
project since, according to City staff, they still do 
not have any demolition permits and and we have 
heard rumours that  condo sales are not going 
well. According to media reports, they did it to 
"guard against vandalism to the vacated buildings".  
Vandalism in Port in November?? When the big 
bars are not operating and the kids are all back to

school?? We 
certainly had not 
noticed any but, it
seems like a 
s e l f - f u l fi l l i n g 
prophecy since 
graffiti started to 
appear on the 
plywood almost 
i m m e d i a t e l y . 
Also, if there 
is concern 
a b o u t 
v a n d a l i s m 
why have the 
owners not 
boarded up 
the Lions 
Hotel which 
has been 
empty for 
over a year? 
or Mina's?  

W e d o 
u n d e r s t a n d 
that a permit 
from the City 
is needed to 
erect such an 
s t r u c t u r e 
around their 
property. In fact, they may even need a permit from 
the Region. Otherwise, all property owners could 
potentially surround their properties with plywood 
to protect them. Do they have these permits??

Church Announcements
Once again, actual announcements taken from church 
bulletins:

    * Don't let worry kill you. Let the church help.
    * Thursday night-potluck supper. Prayer medication       
to follow.
    * Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our 
church and community.
    * For those who have children and don't know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs.
    * The rosebud on the altar this morning is to 
announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, the sin of 
Reverend and Mrs. Julius Belzer.
    * This afternoon there will be a meeting in the south 
and north ends of the church. Children will be baptized 
at both ends.
    * Tuesday at 4PM there will be an ice cream social. 
All ladies giving milk will please come early.
    * Thursday at 5PM there will be a meeting of the 
Little Mothers Club. All wishing to become Little 
Mothers, please see the minister in the private study.
    * This being Easter Sunday, we ask Mrs. Lewis to 
come forward and lay an egg on the altar.
    * Next Sunday, a special collection will be taken to 
defray the cost of the new carpet. All those wishing to 
do something on the new carpet will come forward and 
get a piece of paper.
    * The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of 
every kind and they may be seen in the church 
basement.
       * Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the church. 
Please use the large double door at the side entrance.
     *The Spring Council Retreat will be hell May 10 
and 11.
    

PORT REPORTER
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LOCAL NEWS
Do not miss Port Dalhousie’s

Comfort & Joy Festival 
Christmas Bazaars

St. John’s Anglican Church, 
80 Main Street

Saturday, December 3, 2011   
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Bistro Café (9:30 – 11:30 a.m.)
Hot Luncheon Delights 

(11:30 – 2:00 p.m.)

Irresistible Bazaar Centres:

Bake & Deli                                      
Candy                         Quality Clothing
Crafts & Knitting      Book Room                          
Kid’s Toy Shoppe       Penny Sale
Nearly New Table       Raffle Table
****************************************************

ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH
Poinsettias 

The church’s annual fundraiser to support community 
use of the gym and hall, the sale of poinsettias, is now 
on.  For more information call Mr. Dick Slade at 
905-934-1229 or Mr. Paul Nichols at 905 -935-3483 to 
place an order.

THE ‘OUT OF THE COLD’ PROGRAM 
The St. Andrew’s sponsored program is held at the 
Queen Street Baptist Church at 57 Queen Street.(Corner 
of Queen and Church). Community Volunteers would 
be appreciated. 

The first 2 dinners are Wed., Nov. 30th and Wed.,Dec.28. 
We prepare to serve the dinners at 5 pm, serve the 
dinners at approximately 6 pm and are finished by 8 pm. 
Call Gloria at 905 935-1168 to volunteer to help those in 
need.
*********************************************

After the game, the king and the pawn 
go in the same box.

~Italian proverb

wood to protect. Do they have these permits??

ANOTHER HIGH-RISE 
CONDO PROPOSED FOR 

PORT DALHOUSIE
Open House November 2, Council 
Public Meeting January 16, 2012

 On November 2, 2011, the proponents of this new 
condo held a public Open House. The Open House, 
which was held at our public facilities at City Hall, was 
very well-attended. Here is a brief summary.

-It was a walk-around format. Drawings, photos and 
other information were set up on easels in two 
committee rooms on the 3rd floor so guests could file 
past and review them. There was a sign-in sheet for 
those who found it. There were also Comment Sheets 
available.

-The visuals included multiple illustrations of the 
proposed building.  The building would rise 7 storeys 
(including the base floor) at the end of Gary Rd. (where 
the two cottages now stand next to the Dalhousie Ave. 
stairs) and there would be 15 parking spaces at the 
bottom. It would be within a few feet of the park and 
next to, or maybe partly above, where the historic First 
Lock of the First Canal is known to be buried.
-There were illustrations purporting to demonstrate that 
the building would be hardly visible as it will be hidden 
by the trees. These views are when the leaves are on the 
trees of course. This large building would, in fact, be 
VERY visible 6 months of the year and from the beach 
and water.
-There were no presentations but, principal developer 
Norm Rockwell, who is also a member of the Port 
Dalhousie heritage committee was available to speak to 
residents. He also had a team of architects and lawyers 
there. Please note that the heritage committee rejected 
the application for a heritage permit for this building at 
its October 27, 2011 meeting.

 The Council Meeting that will decide on the 
applications for required re-zoning and amending the 
Official Plan (property currently only zoned for low-
density residential) will be held on January 16th. 
However, Staff will be writing their report for Council 
long before then and comments need to be submitted by 
the end of November. If you have any comments on 
issues such as the height, proximity to the park, lake and 
the buried lock, access, safety, etc., make sure you 
submit them in writing to the City's Planning Services 
Department. Please be aware that the Heritage
 Guidelines specifically state: "The majority of buildings

within the residential area are two storeys or less. 
Accordingly, to maintain this profile, new buildings 
should be no higher than two storeys..."

Port Dalhousie Conservancy Executive

DOES PORT NEED ANOTHER LARGE 
BAR?

It was their constant mantra: one of the prime reasons 
why the Port Place project should be built in the 19th 
century heritage village. In their words this proposed 
new development would bring upscale clientele to the 
area doing away forever with the noise, vandalism and 
destruction caused by the young people attending the 
numerous bars in Port Dalhousie.

Imagine everyone’s surprise when in late June a sign 
appeared indicating that an application was before the 
AGCO to reopen 2 patio bars in Hogan’s Alley. The 
patios would be joined so that, even though they are 
individual licenses, there would be a larger bar. The 
alterations have already been made to physically join 
them and -this includes the back of the old Da Pizza 
Joint (which we have heard is owned either by the 
previous or current owners of the tower project.)

I was one of a few people who wrote to the Mayor and 
City Councilors expressing my concern and questioning 
“why”. Why was there any consideration being given to 
this application in view of the upcoming development 
and the continuing problems experienced by the 
residents of Port. The Mayor’s reply indicated that I 
would have to take this matter directly to the AGCO so I 
sent off my letter objecting to the application.

As a result of this action I have been involved first in a 
conference call with an AGCO member and the bar 
owner’s paralegal and just recently a pre hearing 
involving the Liquor Appeal Tribunal representative, the 
AGCO member, the bar owner’s legal representative, 
together with the other objector Mrs. Amelia McLelland.
We have continued to object to this application bringing 
us to the next and final step, a public hearing to be held 
in St. Catharines January 9th and if necessary January 
10th as well.

It has been a long and at times stressful fight to this point 
and the hearing that lies ahead will be the most difficult 
step. We are required to present witnesses and cross-
examine the appellant’s witnesses as well. With the 
burden of proof, as usual, on us citizens to show why we 
do not feel these licenses should be approved. We must 
be prepared to fight for the right to live in a peaceful 
community. That is our goal as we prepare for the 
January hearing. NOTE: If YOU do not feel we need 
more bars in Port,  please let the Mayor and Council 
know by phone or email.

Pat Waters

.
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How to reduce the toxins in your life
Read labels. Whether it’s food, cleaners or other 
products, it pays to read the ingredients. Watch 
out for known hazards as well as any questionable 
ingredients. Confused? Here’s a good rule of 
thumb: If you can’t pronounce it and you don’t 
know what it does, don’t eat it or use it.
Choose less harmful products. When in doubt, 
opt for products that contain fewer chemicals. For 
instance, look for cosmetics products that are 
paraben-free. When comparing products, experts 
recommend looking for the shortest, simplest list 
of ingredients.
Avoid non-stick. Time to return to the classic 
cast-iron frying pan! Skip the non-stick coating 
for your pots and pans and use alternatives. If you 
keep the coated pans, avoid cooking at high 
temperatures and get rid of them when they’re 
scratched.
What about fabrics? Look for natural fibers like 
wool, cotton and hemp and avoid stain resistant 
and non-wrinkle coatings.
Keep things clean. Chemicals like PBDEs can 
get released into the air and accumulate in dust. 
Regular vacuuming and dusting can help keep 
them to a minimum.
Eat organic. Avoid the pesticides used to produce 
food by buying organic. If money is tight, it will 
be well spent on organic versions of foods that 
absorb the most pesticides while they grow — 
like berries, celery, leafy greens and potatoes. 

Use natural cleaners. Many companies now 
offer eco-friendly products, but you can go one 
step further and use baking soda and vinegar to 
tackle most jobs around the house. 
Eat organic. Avoid the pesticides used to 
produce food by buying organic. If money is 
tight, it will be well spent on organic versions of 
foods that absorb the most pesticides while they 
grow — like berries, celery, leafy greens and 
potatoes. If you aren’t eating organic, make sure 
to give your produce a good wash.
Be fussy with your fish. Mercury moves up the 
food chain, so experts advise to choose smaller 
fish whenever possible. In general, fish like 
tilapia and wild pacific salmon have lower levels 
of mercury than others, like tuna and swordfish. 
You can further reduce your risk by choosing 
wild or eco-friendly options. 
Limit fatty foods. If the risks of heart disease 
and diabetes didn’t scare you off, chemicals and 
pesticides can build up in animals’ fat tissue. 
Experts recommend avoiding or limiting high-fat 
foods and dairy.
Filter your water. Concerned about what’s in 
your water? No need to go bottled — experts 
recommend using a filter instead.
Wash your hands. A good scrub with regular 
soap is still your best defense against germs. If 
you have to use antibacterial products like hand 
sanitizer, look for ones that contain alcohol 
rather than triclosan. (continued page 9)

Welland Canal 

• The Welland Canal will remain open 
until 23:59 hours on December 26th.   
• Any transits of the Welland Canal after 
23:59 hours, December 26th, if 
permitted, will be subject to prior written 
agreement.  
• Vessels will be allowed to transit the 
Welland Canal up to 23:59 hours on 
December 30th, weather and operating 
conditions permitting. 
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WORLD AIDS DAY OBSERVANCE
AND BENEFIT PROGRAMME

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH, 2011

“Getting to Zero”
Infections, Deaths, Discrimination

PROGRAMME
Monday, November 28, 2011
St. Andrew’s United Church

92 Main Street, Port Dalhousie
6:30 Labyrinth                       Upper Level Gym
        Silent Auction                Lower Hall
7:20 Silent Auction Closes
7:30 Performance by 
        WomEnchant Chorus     Sanctuary
8:30 Refreshments & 
        Auction Results               Lower Hall

WHAT IS A LABYRINTH?

History
The labyrinth is an ancient symbol for a spiritual 
journey, which has been used by many cultures.  The 
first one is thought to have been in Chartres Cathedral 
in France. It was constructed between 1194 – 1200 AD.

HOW DO YOU EXPERIENCE THE LABYRINTH?
Many people make the mistake of thinking a labyrinth and a 
maze are the same.  A labyrinth has only one path leading to 
the center and back out again. There are no dead ends. When 
you walk a labyrinth, you meander back and forth, turning 
180 degrees each time you enter a different circuit. A 
labyrinth is a two-way street. It is ok to pass! Those going in 
will meet those coming out. You may pass people or let 
others step around you, whichever is easiest.
Some general guidelines for walking a labyrinth are:
1. Focus: Pause and wait at the entrance. Become quiet and 
centered. Then enter. 
2. Experience: Walk or dance.  When you reach the center, 
stay there and focus several moments. The time in the center 
can be used for receiving, reflecting, meditating, or praying, 
as well as discovering our own sacred inner space.  Leave 
when it seems appropriate. Be attentive on the way out.
3. Exit: Turn and face 

the entrance. Give 
an 
acknowledgement 
for the experience.

4. Reflect: Take a few 
moments to reflect on 
the experience.

Bruce's Briefs 
Willows in the breeze

Lakeside Park
So many memories

Laughing rides
Midway lights

Shining stars on summer nights
Still we saw the magic
Was fading every year.

    In the 1970s, our own Canadian rock band Rush 
seemed to warn us that the magic of Lakeside Park 
could fade to memory. Today, our city’s main 
lakefront recreational green space is in danger of 
not merely fading, but seeing its character 
diminished.
    Specifically, the park's integrity is on the brink of 
being compromised by a higher density condo 
scheme that would loom over a section of the 
carousel side of the park, nearest to the beach. 
Measured from grade level, the proposed condos 
would rise more than six storeys adjacent to this 
civic treasure and add car traffic along the bluff.
    As an elected representative, I recognize my 
duty to serve the common good. Lakeside Park 
clearly fits the definition of a good that is shared 
and beneficial to most members of our community.
    Moreover, because the central purpose of a 
democratic government is to serve ‘the greatest 
possible good for the greatest possible number of 
individuals,’ it is imperative to safeguard Lakeside 
Park for the use and enjoyment of the people of 
this city.
    I encourage citizens who care about a truly 
important and valuable public asset to find out 
more about this proposal and let city councillors 
and planning staff know your views. Once again, in 
the positive and empowering words of Port 
Dalhousie-born Neil Peart and bandmate Peter 
Talbot:

And the men who hold high places
Must be the ones who start

To mould a new reality
Closer to the Heart.

Enjoy the holidays and have a happy 
2012!

Bruce Williamson
City Coucillor  Port Dalhousie Ward
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The Port Mansion Hotel
 One of Port’s favourite landmarks soon to be 
gone(Our thanks to Brian Leyden)

   Somehow the Port Mansion always seemed to fit 
just nicely into the popular vision of Port Dalhousie 
despite the changes it had undergone over the 
years. Some  claim the changes weakened its 
historic authenticity by converting it to fit an era 
more in keeping with honky-tonks and the Great 
Gatsby.
   True enough its façade did become more earlier-
twentieth century than part of the gritty pioneer 
times of its origin.
    The structure dates from 1860 and it started as 
two separate buildings. The first was the Union 
Hotel, erected by “Squire”  Nathan Pawling who 
was Port Dalhousie’s most prominent land owner. 
The second 
and neighbor 
was the 
M c G r a t h 
Hotel, built 
the same 
year by 
B e r n a r d 
M c G r a t h 
who, as a 
r e l a t i v e l y 
recent immigrant, had left Ireland looking for a 
better future. Whatever he was seeking he clearly 
found it in Port Dalhousie for he never returned to 
his native land.
   The McGrath family had been attracted to the 
area by the Welland Canal, and their hotel was also 
the head office for their ship-towing business. What 
we know as Lakeside Park was in those times a 
newly created land extension built from dredging to 
clear a navigable entrance, with a 14 feet draft, for 
the entrance and the harbor servicing the Second 
Canal (opened in 1845) from Lake Ontario.
   During the prime years for the towing business 
more than 150 teams of tow-horses were stabled on 
this newly reclaimed land we know as Lakeside 
Park. This land formed the home base for hundreds 
of stablemen, hostlers and tow-team drivers and 
their boy helpers.  From 1850 the major cargoes 
were moving westward bound, carrying grain from 
Europe to feed settlers in the heart of the North 
American Continent. Within ten years the flow was 
reversed as Canada’s prairies were opened for 

settlement under the Homestead Act, and started 
producing grain.
   This was also the opening years in the era of 
technological advancement. Just as the Second 
Canal with its 28 professionally crafted stone locks 
was so vastly superior to the original canal (1829) 
which operated with 40 wooden, and leaky, locks, 
so year by year the steam powered ships, the 
“screws”, were increasing in numbers on the lower 
lakes. Their greater carrying capacities equipped 
them to out muscle the sailing ships for cargoes and 
being independently powered these “steamers” 
could complete passages through the 28 canal locks 
without assistance. Gradually the need for towing 
was phased out.
   Even though change comes inevitably with then 
passing of the years, Port has 
demonstrated a remarkable 
resilience in its survival. One of 
the biggest changes and major 
set-backs was the transfer of the 
Welland Canal which had been 
the sole reason for Port 
Dalhousie’s creation. The 
moving of the Canal 
understandably triggered the loss 
of  many associated industries 
and suppliers.
   The resilience behind Port’s 
survival has been based on the 
simple principle of avoiding 
“spoilation”  as the times 
changed. The people of Port 
have determinably fought to 
preserve its central beauty. That 
is why today it offers strolls 
along the harbour piers, picnic 
spots along the beach, lovingly 
preserved nineteenth century 
homes and public buildings and 
tree lined streets and a 
succession of vistas overlooking 
Lake Ontario.
   It seems that everyone in our 
broader community knows the 
Port Mansion, from kids heading 
for the beach and carousel and 
amusements, and every age in 
between including parents and 
grand-parents, rowers from 
around the world, and boaters 

visiting the marina from around the Lakes. Its 
theatre has been a boon. Being so cozy makes it 
just the perfect fit for Port Dalhousie, and for many 
years the third-floor-theatre has proven its worth as 
a popular social meeting place that has kept 
delivering to our doorstep a remarkable range of 
talents and performances at “reasonable prices”.
   And so with a sigh here is a tip of the hat to 
Bernard McGrath and to Squire Pawling. Plus a 
fare-thee-well to a popular landmark and a heck of 
a happily enjoyed attraction for so many of us.

Ed.Note: Nancy Cameron, noted Port historian. 
indicates her research finds 27 locks for the Second 
Canal. Our next edition of the Reporter will feature 
Nancy’s article on the Port Mansion.

P O R T  R E P O R T E R
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SCANDAL OVER ILLEGAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
CONTRIBUTIONS: 

Awaiting Decision from Court Hearing November 24, 2011

As we reported in our Summer and Fall editions, in June of this year long-
time Port resident and former Regional Councillor Eleanor Lancaster filed a 
request for audit of expenses of candidates Rigby, Petrowski, Dorsey, Harris, 
Siscoe and Stack alleging they violated the Municipal Elections Act by 
accepting overcontributions from related companies owned or controlled by 
Port Tower developer Mr. Dan Raseta. Mr. Raseta immediately reversed his 
previously stated position on multiple contributions and his lawyer wrote the 
candidates asking them to pay money back. 

The Niagara Compliance Audit Committee held a hearing on Ms. Lancaster s 
requests in July.  Despite the fact that the 4 City candidates identified by Ms. 
Lancaster (Regional candidates Rigby and Petrowski were spared a hearing 
on a technicality) admitted accepting overcontributions from Mr. Raseta, the 
hearing Chair rejected all four audit applications because they paid the 
money back and “to save the taxpayers money”. Ms. Lancaster was praised 
in media reports for identifying the violations. However, it was left up to her as 
an individual concerned citizen if she wanted to pursue this further. She 
argued at the hearing that campaign spending makes a difference in the 
quality of a campaign, and the extra money the candidates accepted and 
spent might have had an impact on the election outcome, especially for a 
candidate like Stack, who won his seat by only 26 votes. To no avail.

Ms. Lancaster decided these violations were too serious to just let them drop 
and filed a notice with the Ontario Court of Justice to appeal the Compliance 
Audit Committee s decision.  Judge David Harris scheduled a hearing on the 
appeal for November 24, 2011 at 2 pm. Ms. Lancaster, who as a concerned 
citizen is pursuing this at her own expense, is represented by lawyer Luigi De 
Lisio".... City..."is represented by the new City Solicitor..." Candidate Dorsey is 
representing himself and Candidates Harris, Siscoe and Stack are represented 
by lawyer Tom Richardson....."  Mr. Richardson has previously acted as one of 
Mr. Raseta s companies  leading lawyers in pursuing approval of the Port Tower 
proposal. It is assumed that the candidates once again will claim that they did 
not know the rules (is ignorance of the law a valid excuse?) and that they did 
not violate the law because they paid the overcontributions back once Ms. 
Lancaster pointed them out. As we went to press with our Holiday Edition, 
J u d g e H a r r i s  
decision was not 
yet available.

Christmas Turkey Dinner
One of St. Catharine’s most historic 
sites, The BME Church,  Salem 
Chapel at 92 Geneva St. near 
Welland, will be holding a turkey 
dinner on Dec 4th. The church was 
an important centre of 19th-century 
abolitionist and civil rights activity in 
Canada. Harriet Tubman, the 
famous Underground Railroad 
(UGRR) conductor, lived near here 
f r o m 1 8 5 1 t o 1 8 5 8 a n d i s 
traditionally associated with Salem 
Chapel.

Dinner will be served from 4 to 6 
pm.
  You can also order take outs and 
pick the dinners up from 2-3 pm. 
Please pre order tickets & take out. 
@905 682-0993..Dinner tickets are 
$15...
Th is i s my 
f a v o u r i t e 
C h r i s t m a s 
Dinner event! 
Don’t miss it! 
G rea t f ood 
and gracious 
hosts.
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How to reduce the toxins in your life (continued from page 5)
Wash or air out items. Clothing, furniture and other household items often have sizing and 
finishing to make them feel and look their best. Wash your new clothing before you wear it, 
and air out new furniture before using it. Also, open the windows when bringing new items 
home or using and home improvement products like varnishes and paint. 
Avoid artificial fragrances. Even if you aren’t sensitive to chemical fragrances, studies have 
shown that many air fresheners and candles contain phthalates and contribute to indoor air 
pollution. For a sweet scent, look for essential oils or use a natural option like boiling orange 
peels on the stovetop. Use baking soda to absorb odours, and deal with smelly problems like 
mould.
Leave your shoes at the door. Your footwear can track in all kinds of chemicals and allergens. 
Have a pair of slippers or “indoor shoes” on hand.

Wash or air out items. Clothing, 
furniture and other household items 
often have sizing and finishing to make 
them feel and look their best. Wash your 
new clothing before you wear it, and air 
out new furniture before using it. Also, 
open the windows when bringing new 
items home or using products like 
varnishes and paint. 
Avoid artificial fragrances. Even if 
you aren’t sensitive to chemical 
fragrances, studies have shown that 
many air fresheners and candles contain 
phthalates and contribute to indoor air 
pollution. For a sweet scent, look for 
essential oils or use a natural option like 
boiling orange peels on the stovetop. 
Use baking soda to absorb odours, and 
deal with smelly problems like mould.
Properly store and dispose of 
hazardous waste. Keep it out of the 
house if possible, and always store in 
safe, properly labelled containers that 
won’t leak.
Overall, we don’t really know what 
effects industrial chemicals are having 
on our health, and we might not see the 
effects until decades down the road. 
While we shouldn’t be paranoid, it does 
pay to stay informed and be proactive 
about our health.

Excerpts from article written By : 
Elizabeth Rogers
Sources: The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the David Suzuki 
Foundation, The Environmental  Working 
Group, Health Canada, NaturalNews.com, 
Slow Death by Rubber Duck
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AN IMPROVED HARBOUR WALKWAY 
FOR ALL TO ENJOY

On November 2nd, members of the Port Dalhousie 
Conservancy Executive, including Carlos Garcia , 
Lorraine Cordner, Hank Beekhuis and Colin 
Johnston, met Rick Lane, the City’s Director of 
Recreation and Community Services, to discuss 
improvements to sites along the harbour walkway 
area. Rennie Park was included in the scope of the 
review. The aim of  the Port Dalhousie 
Conservancy  is to assist the City in improving this 
area  for the enjoyment of the citizens of  Niagara 
and all tourists visiting the Region of Niagara. Mr. 
Lane was very supportive of our interest in 
improving this area and informed us that the city 
also has been planning to improve this area . He 
recommended   that we meet with Kristen Sullivan 
from his department and tour the area of interest. 

Lorraine Cordner, Peter Connolly , Carlos Garcia 
and Colin Johnston  met Kristen on Monday 
November 14th  and took a walking tour of the 
area. The following opportunities were identified:  
1. Locktender’s Shanty : This historic building is 
in need exterior repairs and paint and the interior 
has to be renovated to meet the needs for a future 
use such as a tourist information and welcoming 
entry point  .
2. The First Lock of the Third Welland Canal. It 
needs an overall face lift , improving surrounding 
fencing and landscaping to allow visitors to better 
access and view the lock and gain a better 
understanding of the significance of the 
engineering and economic impact the Welland 
Canal had for the Niagara Region, all of Canada 
and the U.S.
3 The Falls adjacent to Lincoln Fabrics joining 
Martindale Pond to the harbour. This is a very 
beautiful feature along the walkway. It could be 
made accessible as a controlled fishing area.

4. Lockharts Point.  It could be landscaped and 
     groomed to be more visitor friendly
5. Lock 1 of the Second Welland Canal in front 

of Murphy’s. It needs an overall facelift to build 
on some the improvements that were made 
earlier by the Welland Canal Preservation 
Association. New historical plaques are needed 
here and at other points along the way.    

6. Rennie ParkWalkway. The walkway through 
Rennie Park needs to be raised to prevent 
flooding during rainstorms.

Conservancy volunteers look forward to working 
with the City of St. Catharines Recreation and 
Community Services Department to improve Port
    

Dalhousie’s built and natural heritage and to ensure 
that forthcoming improvements tie in with what we 
believe is an appropriate vision for the Port 
Dalhousie harbour area.

Colin Johnson

P O R T  R E P O R T E R
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WHICH IS YOUR VISION 
FOR PORT DALHOUSIE 

HARBOUR?
"A few thin 9 to 10 storey 

towers" or "Panoramic views 
and open spaces"

        These conflicting visions were 
communicated to the City's Consultant 
at the October 4, 2011 Open House held 
at the Lion's Centre in Port Dalhousie. 
The first quote is from a local developer 
who has previously proposed a high-rise 
to replace the Legion building and is 
currently proposing another high-rise at 
the bottom of the Dalhousie Avenue 
stairs on the edge of the beach and the 
park. The second quote is from a Media 
Announcement by the Port Dalhousie 
Conservancy, the volunteer community 
organization.
     The Conservancy will again provide 
input at the Workshop to be held on 
November 30, 2011 (see below). We 
believe the drive into Port on Lakeport 
Road is a magical one. The curving road 
over the bridge, the Harbour on the right 
side, the Canal remains, the waterfall, 
the Locktender’s Shanty and walkway 
behind Lincoln Fabrics to the Legion 
and... Martindale Pond the park and 
rowing history on the left hand side. We 
need a vision that ensures this area will 
always have an open feeling and views 
are not blocked. It can be enhanced with 
special gardens, historical plaques, 
walkways and benches and any new 
development should be compatible with 
this vision. "We will lose significant 
vistas towards the lake if Port Place is 
built, it is critical that the views along 
Lakeport Rd. not be lost. “We have all 
seen what has happened to Toronto's 
waterfront" stated Conservancy 
President Hank Beekhuis.
    If you want YOUR vision for 
the harbour to be heard, please plan to 
attend the next Workshop which will be 
held at the Lion's Centre on November 
30, 2011. The consultant will be 
presenting draft recommendations and

concept plan options for the future of the harbour. If you 
care, be there!

PORT DALHOUSIE HARBOUR URBAN 
DESIGN STUDY

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO GUIDE THE 
FUTURE OF YOUR COMMUNITY     PHASE 

TWO

DRAFT CONCEPT PLANS AND OPTIONS 
WORKSHOP

DATE: Wednesday, November 30, 2011

TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION: Port Dalhousie Lions Centre, 
201 Main Street, 
St. Catharines, ON

HOCKEY QUIZ
1. Mats Sundin played with the Maple Leafs from 1994 to 2008, scoring 420 
regular season goals. Whose Maple Leaf team record of 389 goals did 
Sundin eclipse during the 2007-08 season?
   Darryl Sittler Charlie Conacher
   Busher Jackson Teeder Kennedy

2. Hall of Famer Johnny Bower was a member of the Maple Leafs from 
1958 to 1970. Which position did Bower play?
   Goalie Center
   Defenseman Right wing

3. Dave Keon was an outstanding center for the Maple Leafs 
from 1960 to 1975. Which uniform number did Keon wear for 
most of his career?   44 14 88 33  (see page 13)

P O R T  R E P O R T E R
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7 SPARTAN COURT  $459,900
Prestigious St. George's Point cul de sac!

2700 sq. ft. lovely traditional home offers 4+1 bedrooms, 3+1 
baths, master ensuite, formal dining room plus windowed 
dinette, huge rec room, 2 fireplaces, main floor family and 
laundry rooms, house/garage entry, 4 season sun room 
overlooking a large & beautifully landscaped fenced yard. 

Delightful!!

“From our family to yours ... Season’s Greetings!”

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Niagara Real Estate Centre, Brokerage

PAGE: 905-937-6000
EMAIL: service@lindaorjohn.com
PHOTOS:www.lindaorjohn.com

SERVICE THAT SELLS!

Linda Landry, Sales Rep
 John Ellison, Sales Rep. 

08/09/10 (Old Port Residents)
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World AIDS Day Observance and Concert
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH, 2011

The Right Hon. Jack Layton’s impassioned plea on his 
deathbed to every Canadian to care about not only 
Canada but also the world, challenged us to change the 
world through acts of generosity, kindness and hope.  
Will you pick up the challenge?
     On Monday, November 28, you will be provided with 
an opportunity to meet his challenge. An Observance 
and Concert will be held to raise funds for the work of 
the Stephen Lewis foundation as they continue to help 
those who have ‘the least amongst us’ by eradicating 
HIV AIDS in Africa. This year’s theme is “Getting  To 
Zero” - Zero New Infections, Zero Discrimination, 
Zero AIDS-Related Deaths.
      HIV AIDS is still the largest killer in Africa: it still 
creates more orphans per minute than any other disease 
on this beautiful planet of ours. It is the only disease 
prolifically used as germ warfare. Warring groups infect 
women and children purposely to annihilate the other 
group’s lineage. 
    Do you care? Do you feel helpless? Do you want to 
do something? Come join us at St. Andrews United 
Church on Monday, November 28 at 6 p.m. 100% of 
ALL funds raised go to the Stephen Lewis Foundation to 
provide Hands-On-Help to our brothers and sisters 
afflicted with, and/or affected by this soul vacating 
disease.
Tickets are $20.00 per person, $15.00 for seniors and 
students. Evening includes: WomEnchant Concert, 
Auction, Labyrinth Walk, And Refreshments

Please call Cindy at 905-935-7231

10 Wise Sayings
1  Accept the fact that some days you're the pigeon, 
and some days you're the statue!

2  Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in 
case you have to eat them.

3  Always read stuff that will make you look good 
if you die in the middle of it.

4  Drive carefully... It's not only cars that can be 
recalled by their Maker.

5  Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up 
and dance.

6  Some mistakes are too much fun to make only 
once.

7  We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are 
sharp, some are pretty and some are dull.  Some 
have weird names and all are different colors, but 
they all have to live in the same box.

8  A truly happy person is one who can enjoy 
the scenery on a detour.

9. Birthdays are good for you. The more you 
have, the longer you live.

10.

10. You may be only one person in the   
world, but you may also be the 
world to one person.

An Internet download
Author Unknown

Ghandi's 7 Dangers 
To Human Virtue

1. Wealth without work.
2. Pleasure without conscience.
3. Knowledge without      

character.
4. Business without ethics.
5. Science without humanity.
6. Religion without sacrifice.
7. Politics without principle.

Type to enter textThe Port Reporter
905.935.1168

Editor/Publisher
Ted Gould

Advertising
Nancy Beckom
Helen Szakacs

Graphic Support
Todd Hildebrand

DISCLAIMER
The Port Reporter does not accept responsibility, or legal 
liability, for information submitted  by  our advertisers. The 
Port  Reporter makes no warranty in respect of the contents 
of this newspaper and accepts no liability for any loss or 
damage whatsoever and however arising in  respect of the 
content of any third party material appearing in the paper 
whether directly or indirectly as a result of access to and 
use of this Paper including without  limitation acting or 
failing to act in reliance on any information contained 
herein.
Deadline for posting of community events and 
advertising for the next issue is Feb 10, 2012
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
My family moved to Port Dalhousie in 1956 so I’ve seen 
the good times and bad in our town and even worked at 
the old Port Dalhousie Drydock in the 1960’s. I've seen  
many changes and improvements in Port since the days 
of my youth that, thankfully, have not seriously affected 
the nature or personality of our historic village.  

I remain opposed to the changes to Port Dalhousie 
approved by the Ontario Municipal Board. These 
changes offer little to the community to rival that which 
we already enjoy; the beach; the lake; the wildlife; and, 
the sunsets which are magnificent throughout the year.  
There has been some activity already as the developer 
gets ready to rip down buildings and get on with 
construction.

I remember debating the merits of this venture with pro 
development types and expressed the concern that if you 
approve one condo tower project, others are soon to be 
proposed and likely approved.  And so it starts.  The 
next has been proposed and is just a mere 6 storey 
building...  but it's right on the lake shore at the west end 
of Lakeside Park.

In many dark hours I've been wondering to myself "Why 
do those with money have this feeling of entitlement, 
and believe that they are somehow ordained with the 
right to determine what is best for the community?" 

One doesn't need to be a professional architect , 
developer , or well heeled, to know what's best for our 
town, nor should financial status or property ownership 
grant anyone special privilege at deciding the fate of a 
community. That kind of paternal arrogance and self-
indulgence sickens me and has much to do with what is 
wrong with our society today. 

We need to preserve our heritage and local culture and 
demonstrate a healthy respect for the citizens who are 
really passionate about Port for what it is now, its future, 
and for its place in the history of Canada,  tempered with 
some common sense in regard to what Port Dalhousie 
really needs in terms of economic growth and 
sustainability …like a variety of affordable shops that 
the locals will support year round. Toronto-style 
monstrosities and condos on the beach for the 
privileged,  need not be included.

I believe  that current big money proposals for the 
retrofit of old Port Dalhousie,  are just more examples of 
unbridled greed by  self-indulgent groups, enamoured by 
their own feelings of self-importance.  So disrespectful! 
Rockwell's proposal is just the  latest in a list of 
inappropriate uses and development strategies.  I guess 
of one thing we can be sure; if you live near a harbour, 
seaside or lakeside village, you can always find a 
privateer or two skulking around waiting to pillage.

Dave Robinson
St. Catharines

Ed. Note: See page 4 article outlining the steps to 
approval for the Rockwell proposal.

Jim Bradley, MPP
St. Catharines

ay the eace and oy of Christmas be with 
you now and throughout the ew ear.

Constituency Of�ce:

2 Secord Drive, Unit 2
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 1K8

T: 905-935-0018

HOCKEY QUIZ (continued)
4. This Swedish-born defenseman played for the 
Maple Leafs from 1973 to 1989, scoring over 100 
goals in his years with Toronto. Can you name him?
   Gary Bergman Inge Hammarstrom
    Thommie Bergman Borje Salming

5. During the 1967-68 season, the Maple traded
superstar forward Frank 
Mahovlich to the Detroit Red 
Wings for which star center?
Camille Henry    Bill Goldsworthy
Norm Ullman      Derek Sanderson

6. Walter Broda was a 
legendary goalie for the Maple 
Leafs from 1936 to 1951. What 
was Broda's popular nickname?
   Apple Turk
    Slim Munchkin

7. This center played his entire 
NHL career (1949-71) with the 
Maple Leafs, scoring 296 goals 
with Toronto. He was 
nicknamed "The Chief". Can 
you identify this member of the 
Hall of Fame?
Syl Apps           George Armstrong
Harry Watson    Marcel Pronovost

8. Which one of these star 
forwards played his entire NHL 
career (1963-1981)  with the 
Maple Leafs, scoring 332 
goals?
Errol Thompson    Rick Vaive
Lanny McDonald    Ron Ellis
ANSWERS PAGE 15
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Niagara Region Launched New 
Version of Niagara Navigator
Niagara Region launched a new and improved 
version of its popular Niagara Navigator, a 
public interactive web mapping tool, which 
provides information on properties, roads, 
aerial photography, land use, as well as cultural 
and recreational features.
    Niagara Navigator is an application used by 
members of the general public, including real 
estate agents and developers, construction 
companies, insurance agencies, land surveyors 
and genealogical organizations. It can now be 
easily accessed directly through Niagara 
Region's website. 
Ed. Note: Want to see your house from the 
street or the air? Niagara Navigator is the tool 
to use. I loved the easy to use application. 
However, something inside me felt Owellian, 
sensing Big Brother was watching over us & 
moving us to toward “subordination to a 
supposed collective greater good”.

P O R T  R E P O R T E R
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Mauris egestas

St. Catharines Culture Plan 2020

PLEASE JOIN US!
Between now and spring 2012 the City of St. Catharines 
will undertake a renewal of its Municipal Cultural 
Policy. The City will assess the current cultural climate, 
build upon past successes in the City’s cultural services, 
and chart a course for future growth within the arts, 
culture and heritage communities of St. Catharines.

Why a New Culture Plan?
Because they WORK! Since City Council committed to 
the City’s first Municipal Cultural Policy (MCP) in 2000 
there have been major changes in the cultural sector. 
Most recently the City has committed to investing in a 
major cultural project in the future Downtown 
Performing Arts Centre.

Sound Off!
So where do we go from here? Join us to shape the future 
at one of 5 town meetings
 happening across St. Catharines on Nov 29th & Dec 6th. 
Be a part of the conversation and share your ambitions

 for the next decade of cultural vitality - sound off and be
 heard!

· Nov 29th, 2011 7pm - 8:30pm Port Dalhousie 
Seniors Centre, 19 Brock St

Keep the Flu Away
    The way to get through the flu season this year and in 
the future is to ensure you are active and growing 
healthier every day, and therefore have a healthy immune 
system.
    That means eat healthy, nutritious food, organic if 
possible, and go easy on foods that depress your immune 
system, such as refined carbohydrates and sugar. To 
cover your bases, take a multivitamin daily, preferably a 
high-quality one that provides more than 
the minimum daily values set by Health 
Canada.….In addition, I take 4,000IU of 
organic vitamin D3 every day.
     In addition, as we go into the Fall, try 
some simple body-care routines. These 
are easy to remember and easy to do, and 
go a long way toward preventing a cold or 
the flu.

    * Dry-brush your skin for a few 
minutes before you shower to stimulate 
your lymphatic system and open your 
pores.
    * Exercise regularly to get your 
circulation pumping, and wastes moving 
out.
* Wash your hands regularly; avoid 

transferring pathogens into your body

 

by touching your face, especially your mouth, nose, and 
eyes.
    * Eat plenty of fresh vegetables and fruit.
    * Get enough sleep so your immune system can do its 
work (it actively works at night while you sleep).
    * Keep fresh air flowing in your house and office 
space, including in your bedroom..
* Keep yourself well hydrated by drinking plenty of 

clean water.    
* Use a humidifier. It can save you many a cold and flu, 
as it can keep your mucous membranes moist and 
intact. The moisture is a big part of our immune barrier.

Excerpt from article by Dr. Marcus Laux

Remembering Summer
P O R T  R E P O R T E R
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THANK YOU
As 2011 ticks away to a few precious days and 2012 approaches, the Port 
Dalhousie Conservancy would like to thank all those who make our 
community strong. There is always a danger in creating a thank you list as not 
all can be readily identified but to not try to thank some would also be wrong. 
Forgive us if we left out a category of people you feel should be thanked. 

So, our thanks go out to:

The mums, dads, and volunteer coaches who run our hockey, rowing, 
basketball, baseball, softball, football, ball hockey, lacrosse and other sports 
teams;

The caregivers who selflessly give inordinate amounts of time to the care of a 
relative, friend or neighbour;

The doctors, nurses, and ancillary staff in our hospitals and community 
services who serve those in need;

The principals, teachers, and support staff who work diligently to give our 
children a good start in life;

The police officers, fire fighters and other emergency service workers who 
keep our community safe;

The countless numbers of volunteers who support charities, community and 
faith groups, youth services, and support groups for seniors, the disabled, the mentally ill 
and challenged, and the economically disadvantaged;

The small business owners who create jobs and support community initiatives;

The parents and grandparents who work hard to give their children the best start in life; and

Those elected officials who really do care about the community and the greater public 
good.

To each and every one of you “thank you”.

Each New Year promises a fresh start and fills our hearts with hopes and aspirations for our 
loved ones and our community.

Your contributions have made a difference in our community and we wish you a great 
2012.

Port Dalhousie Conservancy Executive
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